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INTRODUCTION. 


T 1s impoſſible for a man to offer any 

thing new to the world on the Book. 
of the Revelations, without ſeeming to him- 
{elf liable to the charge of preſumption, and 
deſerving even to have that charge laid upon 
him. For, it is a book, which, as the ſtone, 
to which our Lord likens his Goſpel, has 
broke, ſplit, ground to powder, and ſcattered 
the genius, wiſdom, diſcretion, and learning 
of many very conſiderable and eminent men, 
both in the Roman, and in the Reformed 
Church. And therefore, a man muſt ſeem 


vain and ſelf-confident in no ſmall degree, 
who ſhould flatter himſelf with ſucceſs, where 
ſo many have failed; or ſhould ſeem to ima- 
gine, that in explaining this book, he could 
a | keep 
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keep clear of thoſe rocks, which have ſhip- 
wrecked the parts, knowledge, and judgment 
of men confeſſedly his betters in all thoſe 
talents. Notwithſtanding, if in ſpite of the 
vaſt treaſures of learning, which have been 
brought from all parts, to illuſtrate this book, 
—the deep thought, penetration, reſearch, and 
refinement, which have been called out by it, 
and the infinite wit, imagination, conceit, and 
fancy, which have been exhauſted upon it ;— 
if in ſpite of all theſe, the book itſelf ſtill 
remains dark and obſcure, and as ſuch, uſeleſs 
in a manner, to the world and the church ;— 
if the principles, hinges, and fundamentals of 
it, have been by no man ſo deciſively. fixed 
and adjuſted, and ſo determined on times, 
Kras, and periods, as to be admitted and re- 
ceived as unſhakable pillars of the truth 
which is in it, and as inconteſtable marks, 
ſigns, and proofs of the things it deſcribes ;— 
if the moſt that has been done in this way, 
has been no more than an attempt to bring 
together, and unite thoſe facts and deſcrip- 

tions, 
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tions, which are of the ſame times, without 
pretence to aſcertain the times themſelves, 
and to declare and aſſert the particular years; 
—if this be ſo, then any endeavour to afford a 
ſatisfaction to the world, which has never yet 
been had,—and to fix, ſettle, and eſtabliſh 
that, which has been profeſſedly left doubtful, 
and given up too, as uncertain by others, — 
has a fair chance, both from the novelty of 
the deſign, and the hardineſs of the attempt, 
to excite the curious and inquiſitive ſpirit of 
men, and to beget a favourable diſpolition and 
prejudice in them, in behalf of ſo unuſual and 
dangerous an enterpriſe. But, how confident 
and aſſured ſoever I may be in mylelf, of 
the general inclination and good-will of the 
world, to whatever profeſſes to be new and 
ingenious to reſcue truth from errour, fact 
from fichon, certainty from doubt, and know- 


ledge from ignorance ;—I may have a fill 
higher motive to this publication, than the 
preſumed partiality and favour of others 
ſuch as a duty to God and man, founded on 

a 2 the 
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the intereſt of thoſe words of our Saviour, — 
To whom much is given, of that man ſhall muck 
be required, —For, upon the intereſt of theſe 
words, I may think myſelf bound to impart to 
the world thoſe lights, which have been 
thrown on my own mind; I may think myſelf 
criminal and accountable, if I do not.— For, 
I would not have it by any means thought, or 
believed, that I have writ on this book, be- 
cauſe I would write, and make eſſay of my 
genius on the Revelations.—No.—This is 
not the caſe.— What I have to offer of my 
own on this book, is the reſult of reading, 
reflection, incident, accident, and at different 
times, in the courſe of ſome years, by all 
which, on occaſion, I have collected ſuch 
lights, as when thrown together, come out 
with a full blaze of evidence, diſplay, illuſtra- 
tion, and proof, on the times, facts, and moſt 
important matters of all kinds, which the Re- 
velations contain. The only thing which 


pains me, and gives me real uneaſineſs, is, the 


confidence and indecency, which appears to- 
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be in the imagination, of ſeeming wiſer than 
the aged ; and in fitting as judge, and ſpeak- 
ing with a high magiſterial air, on ſuch truly 
excellent, learned, and worthy perſons, as 
Mede, Lightfoot, and others, from whoſe no- 
tions I find myſelf obliged to depart, and 
whoſe inventions and judgments I am forced 
to diſclaim. For, theſe were men of uncom- 
mon erudition and language, and had great 
compals of Biblical and Scriptural knowledge, 
and were adepts alſo in Philological and Cri- 
tical ſtudies. They were men indeed, of ſuch 
attainment, reach, and advancement, 1n polite, 
profane, and in moſt ancient learning, as is 
not to be found in ſcholars of this age ; Mr. 
Bryant always excepted ;—to whoſe genius, 
fagacity, whole erudition and judgment, the 
intereſts both of ſacred and of profane litera- 
ture, hiſtory eſpecially, and antiquity, are infi- 
nitely more indebted, than to thoſe of any one 
other man, who ever has lived. But how- 
ever, if I have not the learning of a Mede, 


or a Lightfoot, I am ſo ingenuous, as to re- 
ſpett 
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ſpe& and own it in them, and entertain them 
as men, whom I would willingly follow, and 
from whom I would never depart, but where 
truth forces me from them. And I am very 
ready to confeſs, that I never could have 
aſpired to this undertaking, had not I climbed 
the ſteps they have raiſed, and am willing 
therefore, to make over to them, whatever 
credit may ariſe to me from any diſcovery, 
in points wherein they erred, or are found 
ſhort-ſighted.— Their knowledge in Hebraic 
and Biblical matters, in hiſtory, geography and 
chronology, I profeſs to employ, whenever it 
is needful, and when in my judgment it can 
be applied with effect. For, it is effect alone, 


which does honour to learning; which makes 


it truly reſpettable, and really valuable. And 
this 1s the diſtinguiſhing glory of Bryant.— 
His recovery and reſtitution of the original 
language, which is the key to the moſt myſte- 
rious words in Scripture, and the uſe whereof 


will be ſeen in theſe pages :—That language, 


whereby he has laid bare the roots of the 
old 
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old Greek tongue, and thrown the ridicule 
on the herd of literal Critics from Plato to 
Pauw.—Whereby he expoſes the mummery 
of derivative grammar, ſubverts the ſyſtems 
of Scholiaſts and Lexicons, makes the Ste- 
phens drivel, and Heſychias interpret,— 
whereby he explodes the barbarity of ſchool- 
education, and paves the way to a more libe- 
ral and expanded inſtruction in our public 
ſeminaries for letters and languages. Where- 
by he opens the ſprings of the ancient Anti- 
chriſt, and diſplays his two great and capital 
horns, his two fountain-heads, pomp and will- 
worſhip, in the idolatrous veneration of fire 
and water, of the elements in their fallen and 
divided ſtate. Whereby he annihilates fable, 
and expunges it wholly from the early periods 
and epochs of the Grecian ſtory, fixing the 
gates of that ſtory there in a manner, where 
the great Greek hiſtorian has fixed them him- 
ſelf, —the war between Corinth and Corcyra ; 
his oracular myſteries, —his Deluge memorials, 
his Arkite proceſſions, rites, and ſervices, —his 

Ogdoad, 
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Ogdoad, his Ages, his Agyptian Dynaſties, — 
his line drawn accurately and inſurmountably 
between the firſt general migration and ſettle- 
ment of the nations, and the diſperſion and 
confuſion which took place afterwards, in a 
ſingle, ſeparate, revolted, and rebellious tribe: 
—lIn conſequence thereof, his Cuthite Colo- 
nies, —his wonderful inveſtigation of their tra- 
vels and voyages, —his moſt ingenious evolu— 
tion and explication of the wanderings of Io 
in a Chorus of AÆſchylus, by him proſecuted 
in the Flights and expeditions of families. — 
Elis unravelling the wide web of Mythological 
fiction, and unfolding it even to the bare ſlen- 
der threads of {imple antiquity.—His innu- 
merable illuſtrations of the moſt admired 
Greek authors, making them to become, what 


they never yet were,—intelligible to them- 
ſelves, and to us, —Theſe, and infinite other 
his learned diſcoveries, in exatt conformity 
with Scripture, and in harmony at the time 
with the beſt ſenſe and reaſon, without ſophiſ- 
tication, and without refinement, and ſtrength+ 

ened, 
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enced, ſupported, and enriched in all parts with 
ſuch a prodigality of document, with ſuch 
pregnancy of proof, with ſo luxuriant a teſti- 
mony,— Theſe, I ſay, in their aggregate and 
full comprehenſion, are ſo new, ſo ſtrange, 
ſo vaſt, fo inſtruttive, that for my part, I can- 
not but think him inſpired : that there was a 
providence of God ſuperintending his labours, 
and a light from God thrown on his medita- 
tions, Which is inſpiration enough for an au- 
thor. — It can never be objetted to him, 
what may in reaſon be ſaid of all human 
learning, that it is overgrown, overcharged, 
and every way over-written, for the ſake ra- 
ther of ſhewing private genius, and induſtry, 
than of ſerving the intereſt and illuſtration of 
truth.—lIt is not therefore my purpoſe, in un- 
folding this book, which contains the whole 
myſtery of the Chriſtian Church, and God's 
providence and judgments in it, and on it, to 
raiſe a learned duſt, and puzzle the reader as 
well as myſelf, with a pompous diſplay of 
ſecond-hand erudition ; having no deſign to 

b make 
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make uſe of hiſtoric collections, but where 
the things themſelves are in abſolute need of 
them, and cannot be ſhewn and expounded 
without them. For, the book itſelf is a myſti- 
cal, and a ſpiritual book, and muſt be explain- 
ed chiefly in a myſtical way, and by the help 


which the Scriptures themſelves adminiſter. — 


But, where there is alluſion to temporal mat- 
ters, to the ſtates and changes of kingdoms 
and empires, to the incurſions of nations, and 
the convulſions of governments; I ſhall in 
ſuch caſes think, that I have right to recur to 
what others have brought together out of ori- 
ginal authors, without binding myſelf to the 
labour of the like inquiſition.—lIt was the an- 
ſwer of old Curius to the Samnites, tendering 
him gold, that as he had no money, ſo he 
wanted not any, being content with the ho- 
nour of awing and controuling thoſe who had. 
—And I may think to do well, and to de- 
ſerve well too, if I can make the leaFed 
ſtore of others turn to account, and to a bet- 
ter, and more beneficial uſe, than they make 

of 


# 
Fy 
3 
1. 
5 
7 

i 

8. - 
* 

3 


* „ 
2 n 
. 


1 
a) 
A 
7 f 
3 


Fs I, 1% 3 8 


INTRODUCTION. xiii 


of it. Whilſt ſome are buſy, and toil in the 
field, in preparing, reaping, and laying the 
harveſt, there are thoſe, whoſe it is to collect 
the ſheaves, to ſet them in order, and tie them 
together, and put them up, and make them 
ſtand, and point towards heaven, 


And indeed it requires not only a con- 
ſiderable compaſs of learning, but of a 
learning, under the condutt of an enlightened 
mind, to explain a book, which profeſſes to 
be of ſo prophetic a character; and to touch 
dates, facts, events, and circumſtances, in ſo 
many diſſimilar and diſtant periods of time: 
a book too, which declares itſelf to be of the 
higheſt importance to mankind in general, 
and in the knowledge, apprehenſion, and ſtu- 
dy whereof, all men are ſaid to be deeply 
concerned. For, in it there are found, not 
only exhortations, leſſons, reproofs, and re- 
wards, which apply themſelves to Chriſtian 
believers of all kinds, of every nation, and 


throughout all ages; but, there are proofs of 
b 2 Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity offered to Infidels, which are ſo 
far ſrom being made cheap by age and anti- 
quity, that they are new, recent, preſent, and 
inſtant, and ſuch as cannot but recommend 
themſelves, and force their way to the hearts 
and the conſciences of all impartial and fair 
unbelievers. And I am forward to believe, 
that there is no Infidel whatever, be his preju- 
dices againſt the Chriſtian truth ever ſo great, 
ever ſo obſtinate, and inveterate, but who, if 
he ſhould read this book with attention, and 
with but common candour, in the exhibition 
now made of it, will be glad to give up 
his infidelity, and to entertain ſuch ſentiments 
of conviction, belief, and aſſurance, as before 
he might not think could have been preſſed 
on his mind.— For, he muſt needs eſteem it 
a moſt wonderful thing, to ſee the great ſcene 
of the Chriſtian Church repreſented here to 
the life, though in miniature to ſee the im- 
menſity of God's preſcience here pourtrayed ; 
and he muſt admire and extol the love and 
mercy of God, in ſapping the very founda- 


tions 
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tions of modern impiety, by preſenting him 
with a proof of the Chriſtian faith, which has 
been ever, and is ſtill naſcent and germinant 
from fatts and events even of latter times, 
and which have been the moſt known, and 
the moſt familiar to him. For, the ſtrong 
holds of infidelity, which at preſent ſubſiſt 
merely on the remoteneſs of fatts and evi- 
dences, are at once undermined, ſunk, and 
thrown down, as ſoon as the Trumpets give a 
manifeſt and audible ſound, as ſoon as men 
have ears to hear. And it is impoſſible for 
any man of the leaſt pretenſions to goodneſs, 
to retain an objettion againſt the Chriſtian 
truth, when he ſees the moſt ſignal events and 
occurrences, both in the civil and religious 
ſtate of the world, and eſpecially during theſe 
latter ages, foretold, foreſhewn, typified, and 
exemplified by the hidden wiſdom of God in 
the book before us. It will be impoſſible alſo 
for him, not to awaken into an awful and 
anxious diſpoſition of mind, when he conſi- 
ders the afſured conſequence, weight, and 

concernment 
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concernment of the Goſpel religion, which 
muſt needs be and reſult from this one thing 
alone, that it has ſo intereſted the providential 
counſel of God, and has occaſioned ſo vaſt a 
diſpenſation and fabric of fore-knowledge and 
prophecy.—He muſt be forced to avow, that 


it can be no light or trivial matter, whether a 


man believes the Goſpel or not, ſeeing, that 
God has taken ſuch intereſt in it, has laid out 
fo much of himſelf upon it, and made it ſuch 
a theatre, whereon to exhibit his moſt ſublime 
and exalted powers and perfections.— The 
very magnitude and extent of God's care and 
proviſion, in ſuperintending and ordering the 
fates of the Goſpel, imply and import an 
immenſity of penalty, judgment, and puniſh- 
ment, on all wilful contemners and refuſers of 
it; at the time that the tenderneſs and good- 
neſs of God, in his marvellous meaſures for 
the ſalvation of men, cannot be too highly 
extolled and magnified, in affording ſuch 
Rrange and miraculous proof of his truth and 
teſtimony, in times, when the firſt and original 

proofs, 
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proofs, however invincible, prevailing, and 
ſure in themſelves, have ſcandal and ſuſpicion 
through the perverſeneſs of men, from what 
ſhould rather add to their weight, — the long 
and laſting acknowledgment and eſtabliſhment 
of them.—Beſides, a man muſt have a very 
ſtiff, unrelenting heart, who ſhould not find 
himſelf moved, ſhocked, and alarmed at the 
evident interpoſition of God in judgment, 
which this book diſplays in remarkable in- 
ſtances, both on the church and in the world, 
ſuch as might inſpire every thinking, inge- 
nuous mind, with the dread of thoſe wrathful 
viſitations of ſin, which, as they have already 
been ſent, ſeen, and ſhewn on kingdoms and 
churches, muſt of courſe and by neceſſity, 
ſooner or later, come up every where with 
ungodlineſs of all kinds, pride, and impeni- 
tence. And no one ſurely can behold thoſe 
pictures of happineſs, in which this book ſo 
repeatedly ſets forth the Saints, and all faith- 
ful penitents and ſervants of Chriſt, without 
wiſhing to become one of that heavenly com- 


pany, 
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pany, and to have a ſhare and fellowſhip in 
their peace and enjoyment.—Men of taſte 
and learning, and who profeſs to have reliſh 
for compoſition and genius, will have full gra- 
tification in ſuch a way, from the admirable 
artifice every where viſible in the outline, 
texture, and ſcheme of the book. — And all 
who have fancy and imagination, will find 
their delight in the vaſt variety of images, 
colours, and ſceneries, wherein the truth 1s 
couched, expreſſed, and illuſtrated. —And to 
make this ſatisfaction the more univerſal, I 
have choſen to ſet forth the Revelations in 
Engliſh, and to give my comments and re- 
marks on them in my own language.—To the 
end, that this book may become what it was 
intended to be, a known, open, and popular 
book, —and may attract the notice, attention, 
and ſtudy of men, either high in rank, or of 
great fortunes, whom the buſineſs, pleaſures, 
and purſuits of the world, have withdrawn 
from the prattice of the learned languages.— 
There is nothing to be had and enjoyed in 
this 
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this life, which every man of ſenſe does not 
diſtaſte in a month; and though men do 
for years, and their whole lives throughout, 
keep in obſtinate attachment and devotion of 
themſelves to the ſame poor objects; yet, it 
is not ſo much for the ſake of thoſe objetts, 
and the joys they yield, as for the ſake of 
ſuch a change and modification of them, as 
ſhall ſtrike them ſomehow in a new light, 
meet them in a new and unuſual way, and 
have the effect on them of grandeur from ſur- 
priſe and novelty.—Man has this from his 
birth, and as a natural inſlin, as the conſe- 
quence of the fall, and the evidence of it, that 
nothing, but what is great and grand can en- 
gage him.— Learning, politics, feaſtings, plea- 
ſures, accompliſhments of parts, wit, and ſoci- 
ciety, have been all found at laſt, in every 
poliſhed period of the world, to yield the 
palm to high gaming, which can fix the mind, 
conſume time, provoke the deſire, and renew, 
repeat, and prolong it's pleaſure in a high 
degree beyond other delights, and which, 
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from the magnitude of it's dangers, and the 
capriciouſneſs of it's chances, yields a ſort of 
ſublime, ſuperiour to what any thing elſe in 
human life can afford : And indeed it is, and 
always has been, and muſt be the ſum total, 
and the ne plus ultra of Epicureiſm, and of all 
human endeavours to fill the ſoul of man, and 
to procure ſatisfaction out of temporal things. 
—And indeed, however we chooſe to be de- 
ceived and blinded by external forms, proſeſ- 
ſions, and outſides, there are in ſact but two 
grand diſtintions of men, which in different 
degrees comprehend all the diverſities of the 
human ſtate and character; and theſe are, 
and muſt be, and never can be more than 
theſe two,—Epicureiſm, and Penitence. — 
Where men are not in a penitential ſtate, in 
an habitual humiliation and ſorrow for ſin, 
and in uniform endeavours to pleaſe God in 
their lives, and to poſſeſs him now in this life, 
and hereafter for ever, as all that they have 
loſt, and all that they want, as the chief good 
in himſelf, and the chief good of their ſouls ; 


where 
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where it is not thus, why, men cannot but be 
with little or no difference ſomehow or other, 
diſtracting themſelves with earthly and world- 
ly purſuits, wearying themſelves with ſelfiſh 
and importunate hopes, living to the world as 
to an eternity, and making Atheiſm as far as 


they can, a practice: And this too, at the 


expence of all that veneration, reſpect, regard, 
gratitude, ſervice, duty, obedience, devotion, 
adoration, affection, which God exaQts of 
them, and with the ſure and certain loſs of 
thoſe precious rewards, thoſe unfading crowns, 
and illuſtrious triumphs of that blefſed immor- 
tality, which are in ſo lively, animated, and 
pictureſque colours, held up every where, and 
diſplayed here to our eyes.—To give theſe 
their light, to give them room to be ſeen, 
would itſelf be excuſe for this publication, 
were there indeed excuſe of any kind want- 
ing, where the manifeſtation of God's grace, 
and the ſalvation of men's ſouls are the points 
In concern ; in the ſervice of which two ſuch 


glorious objects, I ſhall never think any pains 
c 2 ot 
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of mine ill beſtowed, however they may fail 
in their ends and effects, or be followed with 
diſappointment, and with vexation. 


Having ſaid thus much, and leſs could 
ſcarce have been ſaid, concerning the import- 
ance of the book itſelf, I ſhall now obſerve 
on the authenticity of it; which has as much 
of human credit and atteſtation, as any one 
other book of Scripture. It is true, there 
were doubts in the ancient Church, whether it 
ſhould have place in the Canon or no, the ob- 


ſcurity of it ſeeming to make it leſs uſeful, and 
therefore leſs fit to be read in public. Upon 
the ſame footing of darkneſs and ambiguity, 
the book of Daniel was for a time excluded 
from the Jewiſh Canon of the Old Teſtament, 
though at length it was admitted as genuine, 
and had it's authority confirmed by Chriſt him- 
ſelf. It was doubted alſo for a time, who was 
author of it :—Some, according to the report 
of Euſebius, aſcribing it to another John, 
a divine, who had his ſepulchre at Epheſus, 

near 
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near that of the Evangeliſt. But, there is no 
queſtion, but that St. John the Apoſtle wrote 
it.— The very ſimilarity of the manner, lan- 
guage, and charatter, with thoſe of St. John's 
Goſpels, and three Epiſtles, ſufficiently proves 
it to have been the work of his pen. There 
is the ſame ſlenderneſs, ſimplicity, and tenuity 
of diction, the ſame paucity of expletive ad- 
verbs and particles, which are obſerved in 
that Evangeliſt's writings. And, though there 
is a ſort of Doriſm in it, and many Hebraic 
modes of expreſſion, yet theſe might have 
been in a manner by accident, or from this, 
that the book is of a poetic caſt, or that the 
Apoſtle was often obliged to refer to the Sep- 
tuagint, whilſt he was writing, on account of 
a continual application and uſe of words and 
things, which are in the Old Teſtament, and 
which are remembered and repeated through 
all the vihons.—The Apoſtle therefore, when 
he wrote, muſt have had recourſe to the Sep- 
tuagint, which abounds with the marks of the 
Doric dialett, of a dialect which was common 


at 
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at Alexandria :—whence the learned Thorn- 
dike makes his concluſion, that the Bible 
was tranſlated by Alexandrian Jews, men re- 
ſident in that city, and thereupon explodes 
Ariſteas's hiſtory of that famous tranſlation : 
Although Juſtin Martyr has left it on record, 
that the cells wherein the ſeventy wrote, were 
in his days to be ſeen, and as objetts of cu- 
rioſity were ſhewn to ſtrangers. — Which 
might have been too, and yet Thorndike be 
right, in aſcribing the Septuagint to Alexan- 
drian authors. — But that the Revelations 
were the work of John the Evangeliſt, we 
have not only the witneſs of the ſame Juſtin, 
but the witneſs of Irenæus, Clemens Alex. 
Origen, Athanaſius, Epiphanius, Tertullian, 
Cyprian, Ambrole, Auguſtine, Jerome, &c.— 
Jerome and Irenzus both agree, that it was 
written towards the end of Domitian's empire, 
John himſelf living to the third year of Tra- 
jan, which was one hundred and two from the 
birth of Chriſt, according to Jerome, which 


was fix years after he had written this book; 
and 
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and for this reaſon, the book itſelf is placed 
laſt after all the other books of Holy Writ, 
becauſe in order of time written after them 
all, and having in it's concluſion a ban and 
interdi& proclaimed unto all men, from mak- 
ing alterations of it, or additions to it. It is 
alſo not a little remarkable, that the firſt fa- 
thers of the Church, in their expoſtulations 
with Chriſtians, quote the words of this book, 
without mention of reference, the ſpiritual 
words eſpecially of reproach or comfort; 
which ſhews, that it was in general reception 
and ſtudy, and familiar even to the loweſt 
orders of men.—Irenzus, Juſtin, and Melito 
Sardenſis, are ſaid to have left diſtin treatiſes 
of it —And there is much alſo in Augufline 
to be ſeen concerning it. But, as the predic- 
tions contained in it were not fulfilled, nor to 
be fulfilled in the times of theſe fathers, it is 
not to be expected, that we can be beholden 
to them for any ſure and ſatisfactory demon- 
{trations of it.— The fame alſo muſt be ſaid 
with reſpe@ to Popiſh writers, who have been 
| numerous 
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numerous in handling paſlages in it : For, as 


the great point of theſe writers is, and muſt 


be, to fight off the imputation of Antichriſt 
from them and their Church, there can be lit- 
tle room to expett any thing, which is ſound 
and ſolid from them on the ſubje&.—Bright- 
man, Vitringa, Mede, More, Lightfoot, Dau- 
buz, and others, have left particular expoſi- 
tions of great parts of this book, not to men- 
tion what the preſent age has produced, — 
Such as Biſhop Newton's third volume on 
Prophecy, and the learned, elegant, and inge- 
nious Diſcourſes, which have been preached 
and printed from the LeQure at Lincoln's 
Inn.—Lightfoot was ſo very diſtinguiſhed an 
author, that it were ſcarce decent to paſs 
him over in ſilence.— His fancy is, that the 
ſix ſeals proclaim the fall of the Jewiſh ſtate, 
and he conceives the.deſcription of the com- 
ing of Chriſt at the end of the ſixth, to repre- 
ſent the deſtruction of the city Jeruſalem, 
becauſe anſwering the expreſſions our Lord 
himſelf has uſed in the ſeveral Evangeliſts, 


wherein 
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wherein he ſignifies the judgments which 
ſhould fall on that ſtate.— But, it is very plain 
from the words of our Lord in the Goſpel, 
wherein he threatens the ſubverſion of the 
Jewiſh ſtate, that he at the time looks further, 
and direfs the expettation of them to the 
Teng, or his laſt coming, and the conſumma- 
tion of all things, as ſhewn in this place ; uſt 
as the city and temple ſet out in Ezekiel, 
foreſhewed the rebuilding of the Jewiſh city 
and temple, and was typical at the time of the 
ſpiritual city, and of the bleſſed eſtabliſhment 
of a Kingdom in Heaven. —Beſides, the teſti- 
mony of antiquity, with reſpect to the times 
in which St. John wrote the Revelations, is 
too ſtrong to yield to Lightfoot's hypotheſis. 
— There is nothing in his other chapters very 
important, and no effort towards ſyſtem, and 
an interpretation of method. — But this 1s 
what the learned Mede has attempted, who 
has endeavoured by a ſupriſing ſtroke of ge- 
nius to force out of the book itſelf, ſuch ſure 
ſigns and criterions of the things contained in 


d it, 
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it, as ſhould be infallible grounds, frames, and 
platforms, of all regular and legitimate at- 
tempts to explain it. The labours of this 
excellent and eminently learned divine, in 
matters pertaining to the chief points of this 
book, amount in magnitude to a large folio 
volume, and form a kind of magazine of col- 
lections from all authors, which can any ways 
throw light on the ſeveral ſubjects, and eſpe- 
cially on his Synchronical ſyſtem. This ſyl- 
tem of his, which he calls his Synchroniſms, 
or Contemporations, as being an invention, 
whereby we may know how to explain the 
principal points contained in the book, by 
the times aſcribed in the book itſelf, to the 
being and duration of particular objetts, and 
by the ſtate in which thoſe objetts have end, 
is in itſelf ſo conſiderable as to deſerve much 
attention, and has been always regarded by 


learned men, as the only right, real, and in- 
fallible key to the moſt ſecret, hidden, and 
myſterious things of the ſeveral viſions ſet 
forth in the book. I cannot therefore pro- 

poke 
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poſe any ways of my own, towards diſcover- 
ing the ſcheme and ſcope of theſe prophecies, 
with any hope or pretence of acquiring atten- 
tion, before that I have reviewed Mr. Mede's 
inventions, and ſhewn the feebleneſs and the 
fallacies of them, and the motives and 
grounds of my difſenting from him. — His 
ſyſtem however extended by him, and made 
more uniform, arranged, and rounded, is not 
new in itſelf, nor does he give it as ſuch. — 
For, in his firſt page of Synchroniſm, he 
ſpeaks of it as of a thing commonly known, 
and in general confeſſion, and indeed it is in 
a manner evident in itſelf, that is the firſt 
Synchroniſm, to any one who with attention 
ſhould turn over the book. — The great fault 
of his Synchroniſms, and the main exception 
againſt them is, that he pretends not, as he 
ſays, to act the interpreter, and to fix the 
æras and epochas of them on preciſe, diſtin, 
and particular years.—And when he attempts, 
for he has attempted to do it, he is confuted 
by the ſucceſſion of years, which have brought 

| d 2 forth 
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forth nothing ſuitable to his deſtinations,—as I 
{ſhall preſently ſhew.—In conſequence of this 
his failure and inability, his Synchroniſms, 
far from explaining any thing, confound, 
confute, and contradict themſelves, and do 
but tend to make the wilderneſs more wild, 
| the mazes of the labyrinth more perplexed 
and intricate, and ſo far from ſerving as a clue 
to expoſitors, mult involve and entangle them 
in the deepeſt obſcurity, and in the moſt in- 
extricable errour, ſhame, and confuſion.— 
And indeed, it was very wiſe and ſafe in 
Mede to make no pretence of determining 
years; which if he had done, his whole 
ſyſtem of Synchroniſm would fall at once, 
and could not even hold together one mo- 
ment, as ſhall be ſeen and ſhewn in what he 
hazards this way, where he will be clearly 
diſcerned to confute himſelf, and to be con- 
futed alſo by time and event, or rather, no 
event emergent at the time which he fixes, 
and in agreement with his calculations. This 


is now what J vill engage to make evident to 
the 
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the apprehenſion of the moſt plain and illite- 
rate perſon, and in this manner, 


Here are ſeveral things deſcribed in ſeve- 
ral viſions, all which have dates ſet and affix- 
ed to them, which though purpoſely expreſſed 
in different ways, amount all of them to the 
number of 1260 days, taking days for years, 
in prophetic language 1260 years. — Mr. 
Mede begins his Synchroniſms with a quater- 
nion, or four, to all which this term of dura- 
tion belongs.—Thus a woman is ſaid to dwell 
in the wilderneſs 1260 days or years.—The 
outward court of the temple is ſaid to be 
trodden down by the Gentiles three years 
and a half, or the ſame length of time, viz. 
1260 days or years. And a beaſt is deſcribed 
with ſeven heads, and a mortal blow on one 
of them, which came to be healed, — and he 


has the power given him to work 42 months, 


or 1260 days or years, taking years in rela- 
tion to myſtical Egypt, for Ægyptian years of 
thirty days in a month, Theſe four conſtitute 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mede's firſt and great Synchroniſm, and 
he can ſhew from the end of them all, which 
is one and the ſame at the laſt day, that they 
muſt all of them begin and ſet out together. 
— Now it is very evident from the context, 
that the woman ſtands for the Chriſtian 
Church, and begins with the beginnings of 
Chriſtianity.—That the beaſt means the Papal 
Imperial Power, which began ſome centuries 
afterwards.—That the two witneſſes are, and 
can be no other, than the Law and the Goſ- 


pel, Moſes and Jeſus, perſonified in the faith- [ 


ful Preachers and Miniſters of them, —and F 
that the outward court of the temple trodden 5 
down by the Gentiles, implies the outward 3 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian truth, in contraſt 6 


with the inward, and Spiritual worſhippers, 
the Ele and Saints.—Theſe are all ſelf- 4 
evident and inconteſtable. How then is it 
poſſible upon Mede's ſcheme, that the Beaſt, 
or the Papal Imperial Power ſhould contem- 
porate, begin with the beginnings of the 2 
Chriſtian Church, when it did not begin till 

| many 
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many centuries after This queſtion ſub- 
verts his main and principal Synchroniſm.— 
Again, taking the 1260 days for 1260 years, 
and making them all begin their duration 
from the day of Pentecoſt, or the firſt Chrif- 
tian times, — The years are elapſed, and have 
run out long ago,—and there is nothing come 
out equal to the fates and deſtinies aſſigned in 
the book to the woman, the beaſt, and the 
two witneſſes. Now, although he ſays in the 
clole of his Synchroniſms, that he does not 
mean ſo far to play the interpreter, as to 
touch upon the particular years of the times 
adjuſted and ſynchroniſed by him, yet he at- 
tempts it in one of his by-differtations, and is 
foiled by event.— For, thus he ſays, b. 5, p. 
895, © It we make the Beaſt or Antichriſtian 
« Papal Power, to take it's riſe preſently 
« after the depoſition of Auguſtulus, in whom 
« the empire of Weſtern Rome expired, the 
4 1260 years of duration would begin A. D. 
* 486, and end A. D. 1746.” Where the 
event confutes him, that year having produced 


nothing 
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nothing particularly prejudicial, hoſtile, and 
fatal to the Papal Power. Thus I think it is 
plain and inconteſtably evident, to any man 
of the leaſt underſtanding, that Mr. Mede's 
grand Synchroniſm, which is the main prop 
of the reſt, is overthrown and ruined by it's 
own conſtituent points, by the iſſue of time, 
and by his own trials and eſſays to act and 
exhibit it. And therefore I defire it may be 
well obſerved, 


1. That Mr. Mede can make no uſe, and 
{ſtrike nothing out of his Synchronical Syſtem 
upon his own principles, as he has combined 
it. 


2. That where he endeavours to draw it 
out into uſe, and give the proof of liſe and 
experiment, he fails, and is contraditted by 
the ſure witneſs of time.—And yet for all this, 
his Syſtem 1s true in this inſtance, and the 
Synchroniſm right, and fairly drawn out of 


the page and letter of the book : that is, the 
book 
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book is right, but he cannot explain it, he has 
not, as is evident, the true key of the myſtery. 
— Thus again, his fourth Synchroniſm upon 
his principles is wrong, where he makes the 
Whore and the Beaſt contemporate with the 
144 Virgins or Saints. For, as the Saints 
began with the preaching the Goſpel, and go 
on encreaſing till the day of judgment, the 
number 144 being only a term exprefling the 
multitude of true believers in Jeſus, who be- 
gan at the times of the twelve Apoſtles, whoſe 
number multiplied upon itſelf, makes out the 
ſum of 144; and as Mr. Mede makes the 
Whore and the Beaſt to fet out about the 
times of Auguſtulus in the fifth century ; it 
is impoſſible for theſe to have equal times, 
equal periods of exiſtence and exit. And 
yet here too I can prove him right on my 
ſcheme, though wrong on his own, that is, I 
can prove the book right, and him ignorant 
in it—Again, his ſeventh Synchroniſm and 
Contemporation of the Vials poured out with 
the fall and deſtruction of the Babylonian 

| e Beaſt, 
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Beaſt, I will engage alſo to prove him here 
too miſtaken, and to make it clear and indu- 
bitable to any men of diſcernment, that the 
Vials were all exhauſted, when the Reforma- 
tion took place, and were marks and ſigns of 
it, and yet notwithſtanding, the Beaſt in a 
degree thrives and flouriſhes. —The reſt of 
his Synchroniſms, indeed all univerſally, ex- 
cept the firſt, which is too hard for him, and 
which it is plain he does not underſtand, are 
without one exception, void of foundation, 
improperly combined, trifling, and wrong, as 
any one will diſcover from going through this 
book with my deductions, chains, and keys in 
in his hand, though not clearly and perfectly 
till he has done it.—I have thus ſhewn al- 
ready, what it was expedient for me to ſhew, 
before I could offer any thing of my own 


reſearch and diſcovery, that Mr. Mede's Syn- 
chronical Syſtem is falſe and uſeleſs, and as 
he underſtands it, has no effect towards for- 
warding the explication of the deep things of 
this book: — Seeing that he cannot bend his 

Syſtem 
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Syſtem to time, and touch upon any particular 
years, but the Syſtem at once crumbles to 
pieces, as the event has ſhewn in what he has 
ventured. The next point wherein I am for- 
ced to attack him, is what I ſhall call his 
Chiliaſm, his conceit, opinion, and imagina- 
tion, that there ſhall be a thouſand years reign 
of Chriſt and his Saints upon earth, before the 
end of all things.—This is founded indeed 
upon the expreſs words of the book, in many 
places and paſſages of the 2oth chapter, where 
it is ſaid, that the Devil hould be bound a thou- 


ſand years, — That he ſhould be looſed for a time 


at the thouſand years end.—That the Saints riſe 
and reign a thouſand years with Chriſt —Beſides 
this teſtimony from the book itſelf, Mr. Mede 
has the authority of ſome ancient Fathers, 
who by the words of the letter were induced 
to hold this notion.—Now this is, as the 
learned Lightfoot obſerves, the rankeſt Juda- 
iſm,that can be conceived, and is no other 
than the very groſs and carnal conceit of the 
old Jews, touching the temporal glories of the 

e 2 Meſhah's 
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Meſſiah's kingdom. — And it is indeed con- 
futed by the very words of the Reſurrection 
itſelf, where it is not ſaid, that the Saints roſe 
with bodies, but that their ſouls only were 
ſeen; and therefore, that Reſurrection there 
muſt be ſpiritual, and have a ſpiritual inter- 
pretation and meaning.—Now I will take on 
me to prove, that the thouſand years in queſ- 
tion were not meant for a thouſand definite 
years, but that they ſtand indefinitely, and 
without determinate dates, for the whole com- 
paſs and period of the Meſſiah's times, rec- 
koning from Chriſt's Paſſion or his Aſcenſion, 
to his grand ſecond IIagscia, maniteſtation, ap- 
pearance and preſence at the day of judg- 
ment.—This I will prove upon the place in 
my expoſition, and from the expreſſions and 
parallel terms of the book itſelf, and there- 
fore, all thoſe learned extratts made by Mede 
out of Fathers and Councils for the honour 
of the Mahometan and Earthly Paradiſe, will 
be found under the reproach of diſtance, and 
diſgraced in this courſe.— I can only ſay here, 

that 
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that the whole 2oth chapter where theſe thou- 
ſand years are mentioned, is no more than 
a brief recapitulation and abſtract of the 
whole book, and that the thouſand years are 
equivalent neither more nor leſs, with the 
1260 years or days; and that both of them 
include and deſcribe the times of Chriſt, 
from his miniſtry to the conſummation of 
all things, without deſigning or meaning to 
deſign in particular, any preciſe years or 
periods of years, leaving that in vacuo, and to 
the order of Providence.—This is plain, and 
beyond controverſion and cavil, from the 
numerals 144 thouſand applied to the Elett, 
where it 1s certain, that no particular num- 
ber of Saints and believers is meant, but 
only large and indefinite multitudes, multi- 
plied upon the number of the twelve Apoſtles. 
It is plain alſo, from all the numbers uſed 
in the book, which are definites ſaid of in- 
definite things, according to Hebraic mode 
of expreſſion, except in ſome particular points 
of Chronology, as in the numbers applied 

tO 
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to the dates of the Gothic and Vandal in- 
curſions and ravages, and to the degrees and 
duration of the Ottoman empire.—In the 
next place, it is plain from human reaſon 
and conſcience, —For every man muſt ſee, 
that nothing could be more unſuitable to 
the wiſdom of God, nor more productive of 
trouble and confuſion in life, than if the 
day of judgment was declared to take place 
at ſuch time, and men were bade to expett 
it at ſuch particular year.— The very expec- 
tation itſelf, as the time drew near, would 
cauſe ſuch convulſion and apprehenſion, ſuch 
expettancy, curioſity, doubt, and inquiry, as 
would fill the world with diſorder, and dif- 
credit God's providence.—And laſtly, it is 
plain from the Jewiſh notions and dottrines, 
which Mede and Lightfoot have ſearched 
and examined, who have brought infinite evi- 
dence out of the beſt Jewiſh authors, of the 
ſentiment and opinion immemorially held and 
entertained by the Jews, which was, that the 
number a thouſand years, ſtood at large to 
expreſs 
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expreſs the Meſſiah's times, the times from 
the opening the miſſion of Chriſt to the laſt 
day, the day of judgment, and this indefi- 
nitely, without meaning ſo many revolutions 
of years, but a vaſt duration of time unmea- 
ſured. Now the reaſon, why the 1260 years, 
and the thouſand years agree, are both one 
and the ſame, meaning large, indefinite num- 
bers of years, till the end of all things, and 
yet at the ſame time have the different num- 
bers of 1260 and 1000, — The reaſon is, that 
every word, inſtitution, and counſel of God 
muſt have, according to our Lord's own 
words, at leaſt two teſtimonies and witneſſes 
of it.—It is our Lord's own word, — 4. d 4 
Tr Meprupuy ca2ycerar may pie. Every word 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed on two or three witneſſes. 
— It is out of this tender concern of God, for 
the ſure information and inſtruction of men, 
in all things of important weight and moment, 
that he has provided, that every uſeful, neceſ- 
ſary, and indiſpenſable truth contained in his 
word, ſhould be reiterated and recorded dou- 


bly 
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bly at leaſt, in more places and by more pens 
than one; and therefore, there 1s not a pro- 
phecy given of Chriſt, or one word of truth 
and precept in his Goſpel, which touches ſal- 
vation and the great intereſts of the ſou], but 
what is at leaſt ſet down twice or more often, 
as will ſuggeſt itſelf at once to every man's 
memory.—And this is the neceſſary and un- 
doubted reaſon, why the times of the Revela- 
tions are repreſented two ways, under the 
denomination of 1260 years, and in concluſion 
of a thouſand or the thouſand years. Now 
then you have my line of interpretation in 
hand, viz. that the thouſand years in the 2oth 
chapter-ſtand at large, without relation to par- 
ticular years, for the whole times of Chriſt 
and the Chriſtian Church, from the outſet of 
Chriſtianity until the laft day ; and that they 
are in the way of aſſent, aſtipulation, and con- 
firmation of the 1260 days or years, aſſigned 
to the duration of particular things, which are 
ſhadowed and ſet forth in the different vi- 
ſions: and that the 1260 days or years ſtand 

allo 
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alſo indefinitely like the thouſand years, for 
the whole time there ſhall be from the death 
of Chriſt, or the firſt Chriſtian times, to the 
day of judgment, and the conſummation of 
all things. I think it is clear from what has 
been ſaid, that this is, and muſt be the true 
key of the book, and the cardinal point, on 
which every door of the ſeveral ſcenes and 
repreſentations muſt turn. 


And now I will declare to you very inge- 
nuouſly, what led me to this new and true 
diſcovery. — I had many years ago read 
Mede's book, and was wonderfully ſtruck, 
entertained, and delighted with the marks of 
genius, judgment, penetration, and ſtudy, as 
it appeared to me then, ſeen in his Synchro- 
niſms, with the abundance of learning, which 
he brings to confirm them, and with the inge- 
nuity wherewith that learning is applied. 
But it was impoſſible for me to get ſatisfactory 
knowledge out of any thing he brings in ſup- 
port of his ſcheme, on account of his great 
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and capital failure in not ſetting his times 
upon certain years, and ſaying where and 
from what ara he would deduce them.—It 
was mere fighting in the dark, and beating the 
air to try to aſcertain any particulars of fact 
and hiſtory marked in this book, till you 
could know at what years to make your ſearch 
after them, and your inquiries into them.—In 
this uncertainty of knowledge, as to all points 
of moment which the Revelation has touched, 
I continued for many years, and had no more 
than feeble and partial images of certain 
things and circumſtances in it and of it, — 
When upon obſerving the Fall of the Witneſſes, 
which is ſaid to be during days three and a 
half, equivalent in prophetic language to 42 
months, or 1260 days and years; it ſtruck 
me, I truſt, with the illumination of God's 
{pirit, that theſe three days and a half, or 
three years and a half, were the very preciſe 
comprehenſion and compals of time, wherein 
our Lord opened and fulfilled his miniſtry :— 
It being a fact the moſt generally and unqueſ- 
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tionably held, by all men of known charatter 
for truth and learning, that our Saviour began 
and finiſhed his miniſtry in the courſe of the 
ſaid three years and a half.—And this is in- 
conteſtably and immoveably grounded, not 
only on the prophecy of Daniel to this pur- 
port, —And he ſhall confirm the covenant willi 
many for one week, (that is for ever) and in the 
midſt of the week, (or according to Lightfoot, 
in the laſt half of the week) he ſhall cauſe the 
ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe Not only from 
this paſſage in the holy Prophet,—not only 
from Chriſt's own intimation of it in his ſay- 
ings and parables,—but alſo from the full, 
accumulated, and harmonious confent and 
teſtimony of the moſt wiſe, pious, and learned 
perſons, who have at any time been eminent 
in the Chriſtian Church.—And here I muſt 
obſerve, that the three years and a half called 
in Daniel time, times, and the diviſion of time, 
do connett the prophetic marks of the Anti- 
chriſt, with the little horn which is mentioned 
in that Prophet's 8th chapter, and with the 
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many predictions there given of the earthly 
empires, and the kingdom of God.—But I 
ſhall not enter into this ſpeculation, as I have 
not Hebrew learning competent to it, knowing 
no more of the Hebrew, nor indeed ſo much 
as is to be found in Bennet's Grammar ; and 
though I do not ſo far adore it as to make it 
my ſtudy, I muſt ſay for it's honour, that the 
method of it's tenſes, and the caſt of it's con- 
Jugations, as they are peculiar to it, ſo are 
they more beautiful and elegant in it, than in 
any other language.—But let us return to the 
prophecy. 


And he ſhail confirm the covenant with many 
for one week, (that is for ever) as in Iſaiah, 
By has knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſ- 
4% many. The ſeventy weeks end at the 
death of Chriſt, according to Lightfoot :— 
Mede's learning upon this point had not his 
laſt hand and is imperfett. After 62 weeks 
added to 7, or 49 years to the finiſhing the 


walls of Jeruſalem, from that time the laſt 7 
years 
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years begin, or the one week, when according 
to Daniel, the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, that 
is, begin his ſuffering miniſtry. The one week 
includes the laſt 7 years to the death of Jeſus. 
For, though he began and ended his miniſtry 
in the courſe of the laſt three years and a 
half, yet that laſt three years and a half is 
equivalent to the whole ſeven, juſt as he was 
but one day and a half in the grave, and yet 
that day and a half counts for three days, as 
being parts of three different days, which is 
a common computation in all ancient authors. 
And now the week ſtands for Chriſt's miniſtry 
and is multiplied, and the laſt 7 years to the 
death of Chriſt being multiplied, are firſt 
equal to 49, which 49 in the Hebrew manner, 
ſtands hyperbolically for the times of Chriſt's 
miniſtry, as is plain ſrom what the Jews ſaid, 
or he made them ſay, © Thou art not yet Fifty 
« years old,” myſtically, Thy times are 49 
years, which could not be ſaid in reaſon to a 
man of thirty, unleſs there was a myſtery in 
it, The week now in this multiplication takes 

in 
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in the deſtruction of the city Jeruſalem. For, 
beginning with 7 years at the death of Chriſt, 
and counting on, there are 49 years to the 
deſtruction of that city, when the abomination 
ſhould be made deſolate, as in Daniel, and then 
they are looſe from all number, and go on 
for ever. From the death of Chriſt forward, 
the times are no object of exattneſs with 
Scripture, though the computation of them 
is ſo exact to the period of his death.— For 
at that hour or ſoon after, in the ſpirit of the 
thing, there was an end of time, and eternity 
began in the beginning of his kingdom, the 
Goſpel of Grace, and the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven.—Now from the intereſt and relation of 
the three years and a half, with the three 
years and a half of our Lord's public miniſtry, 
it came into my mind, that the two witneſſes 
muſt have a cloſe connettion with Chriſt, and 
could be no other than the Law and the Goſ- 


pel, Moſes and Jeſus, and all faithful profeſ- 
ſors and publiſhers of them.—Then again, as 
theſe three years and a half included in effect 

the 
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the term of that week, in the laſt half whereof 
the Meſſiah was according to Daniel to be 
cut off, and to cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation 
to ceaſe, as he did, and intended to do by his 
miniſtry, and the miſſion of the Spirit upon 
his aſcenſion ;—if our Saviour's times of ſo- 
journing and teaching on earth expired in the 
end of the week, the three years and a half 
might, I thought, and muſt too go on and 
extend, (otherwiſe Daniel could not be right, 
in what he ſays of /ealing the Viſion and Pro- 
Pliecy, for unleſs the times extend, this could 
not be true, this book being nothing but 
viſion and prophecy) and be underſtood to 
conclude Chriſt's Spiritual times, the times of 
his Goſpel, and of the Chriſtian Church, even 
till the day of judgment, and the end of the 
world, and to compriſe a time much exceed- 
ing 1260 days or years.— Seeing that it is a 
thing impoſſible and incredible in the mind 
and conſcience of any wiſe man, that God 
ſhould bring the laſt day to a juſt calculation, 
and leave it open to man to aſcertain -and 

know 
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know jt,—Then again, finding that the eee 


days and a half and three years and a half, and 
time, times, and half a time, and 42 months, and 
1260 days, all amounted to one number 1260, 
which is attached as a date to the main things 
of the viſions; knowing that theſe 1260 years 
could not in ſenſe and reaſon be taken at let- 
ter for real, definite, and diſtin periods of 
years, but muſt of neceſſity ſtand for unli- 
mited time, for the whole times of Chriſt's 
Church from beginning to end ;—I here 
ſeized my. ground, and fixed my foot on 
this rock, from whence I found I could 
move the whole globe of the Revelations.— 
Then alſo, knowing that the thouſand years 
mentioned in the 2oth chapter for the bind- 
ing of Satan and the reſurrection of Saints, 
knowing that the thouſand years, as Mede and 
Lightfoot have proved, were in the popular 
and current ſenſe of the Jews, a calculation 
of the Meſhah's times and kingdom, and 
the duration of his empire, without relation 
to years, the preciſe years being left, and 
moft 
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moſt rightfully to be left to the uncontroul- 
able will and determination of Providence, 
I found the thouſand years to tally exactly 
with the 1260, to ſignify no more than the 
Chriſtian times in general, and expreſſed by 
that ſum for this only purpoſe, to give cre- 
dit and countenance, and confirmation to 
the antecedent deſcriptions of the 1260 days 
or years,—and then giving attention and 
ſomething of ſtudy to the words and expreſ- 
ſions of that dubious chapter, by compariſon 
made of the words uſed there, with ſome 
others of the like kind in other parts of the 
book, I ſoon ſtruck out ſuch light, as would 
ſcatter all clouds, and remove all difficulties 
concerning the Chiliad, and the intricate queſ- 
tions incident to it: as may be ſeen in what 
I have done on that perplexing chapter. — 
Again upon this principle, that the ſtate of 
Eternity began with the Incarnation and 
coming of Chriſt, we are enabled to explain 
thoſe myſterious numbers, which conclude 
Daniel's Prophecy, the numbers 1290, and 
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1335. They have evident relation to the 
1260 days, as 1s plain from this, that they are 
given in anſwer to the Prophet's queſtion, 
who had deſired the Angel to interpret to 
him the meaning and myſtery of the times 
which he had declared, and which he had 
called time, times and a half, or 1260 days 
or years, to which the Angel anſwered, that 
e from the time the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken 
« away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate 
« ſet up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred 
« and ninety days or years. — And again, 
« Bleſſed is he that waiteth and cometh to the 
« thouſand three hundred and five and thirty 
« days.” — To underſtand this we muſt obſerve, 
that when our Lord in the Revelations ſpeaks 
of the Reformation, and the plagues to be 
inflicted on the Roman Church, he ſays, it 
ſhall be in the days of the 7th trumpet, when 
the Angel is about to trumpet, in times, that is 
drawing upon the laſt day, when the myſtery 
of God draus to it's end, as he revealed it to his 
Servants the Prophets; in which words, he 

| evidently 
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evidently alludes to this place in Daniel.— 
And therefore we are to underſtand in this 
manner, that, from the time the daily ſacrifice 
ſhall be taken away, it muſt be meant, ſhall 
begin to be taken away, be in the way of it, 
as in the paſſage from the Revelations juſt 
cited, and the myſtery of God ereteoby, not is 
finiſhed, but is on the way of completion, — 
Now the daily ſacrifice was in it's way to be 
ſuperſeded, ſuſpended, and abrogated from 
the birth of Chriſt to his miniſtry, when if 
the Jews had received him, it would have 
been taken away. And if he had been re- 
ceived, the abomination which maketh deſolate, 
would never have been ſet up, which alſo, in 
conſequence of the Jews rejecting our Lord, 
was from the ſame period of Chriſt's birth in 
the way to be ſet up.—For, the Romans were 
ſent in judgment upon the Jews for rejecting 
Chriſt's miſſion. If then we take the 1260 
days to ſtand as the thouſand days or years 
for Chriſt's times, from his birth to the laſt 
day, add the go years from his birth to his 
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miniſtry to them, and there will be the 1290 
years of the Prophet.—Again, Bleſſed is he 
who wazteth and cometh to the thouſand three 
hundred and thirty-five days, to the mantfeſta- 
tion of Chriſt at the laſt day.—For, take 
again the 1260 days for Chriſt's times in ge- 
neral, and add to them the particular years 
of his times, and there will be go from his 
birth to this miniſtry, 40 to the deſtruQion of 
Jeruſalem, 4 of his miniſtry, in the old way 
of reckoning, and the laſt day reckoned in 
, and thus we have the numbers 1335.— 
This is and muſt be the true interpretation of 
theſe numbers in Daniel, and they are de- 
fcribed ſo as vouchers, and atteſtations of the 
numbers charaQteriſtic of the Meſſiah's times. 
And now to ſet my engine in motion, and 
make it play, I will return obligations to Mr. 
Mede, and endeavour to do juſtice, and more 
than juſtice, to his firſt grand Synchroniſm, 
comprehending, 


1. The Woman who bides in the deſart. 
2, The 
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2. The Beaſt with a wounded head, but 
renewed. 
3. The outward court trodden down by 
the Gentiles. | 
4. The Witneſſes propheſying in ſack- 
cloth. A 
I have ſhewn already Mr. Mede's irrecon- 
cileable error, in making the Beaſt ſtand for 
the Papal Power, and begin late in the fourth 
| century, after the times of Auguſtulus! and 
end in the year 1746.— For were this the 
fat, upon his Synchronical ſcheme the three 
others, the Woman, the Gentiles who trod the 
outward court, and the two Witneſſes who 
propheſied covered with ſack- cloth, muſt have 
all come to their period, end, and accompliſh- 
ment, at the very ſelf- ſame year. Vet time 
and hiſtory afford nothing that year, which 
can any ways be applied as correſpondent 
events to the things there deſcribed. Bu: 
now let us take the Woman for the Chriſtian 
Church, taking the Church ab ovo, and for the 
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ſecret, inward, and inviſible worſhippers and 
ſervants of God, known to God, though un- 
known to the world, and defamed and ill- 
treated by it.—Let us take the Gentiles who 
trample the outward court, for the pretended 
profeſſors of the Chriſtian truth, who begin 
alſo at the firſt æra of Chriſtianity, and for 
the vulgar reception, credit, and eſtabliſh- 
ments given in the world to the Chriſtian 
profeſſion.—The Witneſſes for the faithful fol- 
lowers and preachers of Chriſt, and when 
they fail, for the Law and Goſpel themſelves, 
who may fairly imperſonate, and be ſaid in 
a way to have their teſtimony dead and un- 
heard by the world, and thereupon to put 
on ſack-cloth and mourn,—to give no bet- 
ter or more effettual ſound than bells, when 
muſfled.—They alſo muſt begin at the very 
ſame period, the firſt Chriſtian times.—4thly, 
Let us take the Beaſt, as Mr. Mede alſo does, 
for the Roman, Papal, Imperial power, that 
is, for that Jewiſh, Worldly, Antichriſtian 
Spirit, which was working even at the time 


that 
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that the Apoſtles preached, and to whom it 
was permitted zayow to work gradually, and 
make it's way, as a ſhip does againſt wind 
and tide, from the firſt Chriſtian times, till 
it neſtled itſelf in the head of the Beaſt of the 
Roman empire, which was mortally wounded, 
and lay expiring in the Imperial Cæſars.— 
Upon this explication, which is incontrover- 
tible, and of the ſureſt credit, from thoſe 
words of St. Paul, that Antichriſt was work- 
ing in his times, and only waited till the 
Imperial power, s Krege dpr, which now 
kept him down, ſhould be taken away, upon 
this ſure, undoubted, and true ſenſe of the 
thing, the Synchroniſm 1s right :—The Wo- 
man, the Beaſt, the Gentiles, the Witneſſes, 
all plainly contemporate, begin their courſe 
from the firſt preaching of the Goſpel, and 
are going on ſtill in it, admitting my principle 
of the 1260 years being put indeterminately 
for the whole duration of Chriſtian times, 
from Chriſt's firſt, to his ſecond and laſt 
IIapecia, preſence, and coming,—And in truth, 

this 
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this is the only Synchroniſm, if it is one, 
throughout the whole book, —which in it's 
ſpirit and full extent, comprehends the fates 
of the Goſpel at all times, and in all parts 
of the world. It is four-fold, to agree and 
harmonize with the four Goſpels and the four 
Animals, and to deſcribe Chriſtianity in the 
four quarters of the world, and make the 
four wards of the Apocalyptick Key.—There 
are no grounds in the book for any other 
Synchroniſm, and all others whatever are 
unnatural and violent, idle in themſelves, 
and an inſult on the book.—And now I 
have returned favours to the learned Mede, 
and ſet him and his Synchroniſm on their 
Tight legs.—I ſhall always acknowledge and 
admire his deep penetration, uncommon ge- 
nius, immenſe knowledge, probity, candour, 
and extreme diffidence of himſelf :—And I 
ſhould be very glad to come as near to 
him in true modeſty, as I find myſelf ſhort 
of him in information and learning.— His 
errors and miſtakes I am forced to point 
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out :—the very intereſts of truth require it 
of me.—Is it not an aſtoniſhing thing, that 
in that immenſe folio, all of it for the moſt 
part built on this book, where there are fo 
many arguments and diſcuſſions contrived 
with ſagacity, wit, and knowledge, to prove 
his own vain and unreal fictions, he never yet 
appears but twice with effect, and with the 
luſtre of genius and felicity, as in what he 
has conceived of the four Animals near the 
throne, and his calculation of time and appli- 
cation of it, reſpecting the interval between 
the taking of Bagdad and Conſtantinople by 
the Ottoman Power.—I have ſo much honour 
and reſpett for human learning, have had fo 
many obligations to it, and know it's value 
and importance in the world fo well, that 1 
cannot chooſe of myſelf to betray and ſhame 
it, and to hale it up before the Temple pre- 
ſence, to be expoſed and expiated as maimed 
and in leproſy.—It is for the honour of the 
book, that I am obliged to point out the moſt 


ſignal miſconceptions and abuſes of it, in 
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Mr. Mede eſpecially, as the chief writer on 
it—E ſhall ſhew him to give improper and 
wrong explications of ſome Seals and Trum- 
pets, and to miſtake the meaning of the Vials 
almoſt in zot0.—lIt is ſtrange, that he ſhould 
commit himſelf in ſo great abſurdities, as in 
many caſes I ſhall be forced to prove upon 
him.—He has nothing new to offer upon the 
number of the Beaſt, but takes up with the 
poor and common notion of the word Azrewc, 
as containing numerals amounting to the ſum 
in queſtion of 666 :—which interpretation of 
the number has been always abandoned by 
men of taſte and ſenſe, and upon very good 
grounds, becauſe there are fifty other words, 
beſides the Greek word Azravo, ſuch as 
pepevu; in Greek characters, Terrev, and infinite 
others, which may be ſeen colletted by the 
learned Grabe, in one of his Notes upon Ire- 
næus, all which may be applied to the Papal 
Power, and out of which the ſame number 
666 may be forced out and formed. — He is 
ſo 
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ſo groſs as to imagine, that upon our Lord's 
ſecond coming in vengeance upon Babylon 
and Papal Rome, he will tread the wine-preſs 
literally without the city, and that there will 
be nothing but blood from the gates of Rome 
to the banks of the River Po,—He fancies, 
that under the fixth Vial of Wrath, there will 
be a terrible bloody battle fought at Herma- 
geddon, (as if the world was to go Cruſading 
again) when it is plain from the context, that 
Hermageddon muſt be underſtood in a myſti- 
cal ſenſe, as implying no more than the 
deſtruction of men by wars and battles, Her- 
mageddon ſignifying, as Lightfoot ſhews, no- 
thing more than men cut in pieces. And 
laſtly, his idea is, that Gog and Magog ſtand 
for Indians and Americans, and that there is 
to be a concourſe of theſe, and of all the 
nations in the world, who are to come up 
and in war againſt the new Jerufalem, and 
beſiege an imaginary and a ſpiritual city.— 
Helas !—But ſo is it, when human genius 
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and learning make trial of their ſtrength upon 
the inſpired Scripture of God, and endeavour 
to build the walls of the Heavenly Sion, with 
their own Babel bricks, with their untempe red 
mortar.—Now upon all theſe points, where 
he is evidently to the common ſenſe of all 
the world, ſo monſtrouſly miſtaken, falſe, and 
erroneous, I will venture to promiſe a full 
ſatisfaction, beſides what I have already ſpeci- 
fied in the way of diſcovery upon the times, 
the 1260 years, and the Chiliad.—There will 
be found alſo, a new and true explication of 
ſome particular Trumpets, and moſt of the 
Seals, and the Spiritual ſcope of that whole 
Viſion declared. —There will be found the 
Chronological plan and deduttion of the Vi- 
ſions, now firſt proved and ſtated out of the 
Viſions themſelves, and. derived from the firſt 
to this preſent age and time.—There will be 
found alſo, a juſt and right interpretation of 
the characteriſtic number of the Antichriſtian 
Beaſt, and many new notes and uncommon 
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obſervations on the nature and fates of the 
Antichriſt himſelf, — There will be found too, 
a ſound and ſure deciſion on the intention 
and iſſue of the ſeven Vials.—They will be 
all ſhewn to be paſt, and to have had their 
deſtinies completed and ended with the Re- 
formation :—And it will be made evident to 
the judgment of every reaſonable creature, 
that all the prophecies in this book are accom- 
pliſhed, and that there is nothing to be looked 
for and expected by the world, but the laſt 
grand Iassaa and Epiphany of Chriſt, and the 
event of thoſe predictions conſequent to it.— 
It is therefore moſt earneſtly and devoutly to 
be wiſhed by me, prayed and implored, that 
by the grace and bleſſing of God in them and 
with them, theſe diſcoveries will engage the 
attention of men; — that they will awaken 
their minds to a concerning, ſober, and ſe- 
rious ſenſe of the immenſity of thoſe intereſts, 
wherein their ſouls are engaged, will diſpoſe 
them to look forward with awful anxiety to 

the 
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the day of the great judgment, which may 
ſoon be expected, and prevail on them to 
leſſen and lower their ſpirits to that reduced, 
repentant, and reſigned ſtate of mind, wherein 
they could wiſh they ſhould be found by their 
Saviour.— This would be the higheſt honour, 
recompence, and gratification that I can pro- 
pole to myſelf, as the reward of my preſent 
labours.— Mine is but a ſervile and miniſte- 
rial ofhice :—I profeſs only, as the Angel did 
in the Viſion, to light the taper of God's truth 
from the kindled incenſe of prayers.—If it 
ſhould flame like a fire-brand, fling, and 
bounce, and run ſingeing and ſcorching what- 
ever it touches, it is a point, in which I am 
not concerned.— All I with myſelf, and need 
make my object, is to form myſelf to ſuch 
tempers, habits, and qualities, as may make 
me fit to have place, and worthy to be enroll- 
ed in that bleſſed ſociety, which is the new 
Jeruſalem, and which conſtitutes the ſpiritual 
ſtate and city,—Of which ſtate and city it 
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is ſaid by the Spirit, that it had no need of 
Sun and Moon to enlighten it, but that the glory 
of God ſhone bright upon it, and the Lamb was 
the light thereof. 
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A os Lord's Preface,— John's Preface, — 
Deſcription of the occaſion, place, and 
manner of the Prophecy. Account of his 
commiſſion to the ſeven Churches. —Expla- 
nation of that myſtery in the Notes. The 
ſpiritual man traced in the ſeveral addreſſes, 
and the gradual progreſſive riſe and forma- 
tion of the Antichriſtian ſpirit, which is the 
cauſe of all that has preceded, and of all that 
follows in fact, and in prediftion, and figure. | 
— Chapter the 4th opens with a viſion of 
God enthroned, indignant on behalf of con- 
temned Chriſtianity, encompaſſed with Elders 
twenty-four in number, a congregation of 
Patriarchs and Apoſtles, like the ſtationary 
men in the Temple worfhip, with four Ani- 
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mals circling the throne. —Their nature ex- 
plained. —The 5th chapter reminds of the 
real and eſſential end and deſign of the Chriſ- 
tian faith. The opening the loſt life of God 
in the ſoul of man.—The. fallen ſoul ſet out 
under the image of a Book ſealed with ſeven 
Seals, which none could open but Chriſt, — 
that myſtery explained in the Notes. Chriſt 
repreſented as a Lamb flaughtered, before he 
takes the Book.—He could not reſtore the new 
life to the ſoul, before he had ſlain and ſacri- 
ficed the old one in himſelf, and his ſuffering 
proceſs on earth.—He is glorified thereupon 
by the Elders. and Animals.—The 6th chap- 
ter ſets him forth as a Lamb in virtue of his 
ſacrifice opening the Seals, which deſcribe, 
what Chriſtianity would have done for the 
world, and what it did, what that is men 
bring on themſelves by neglett of it. A ge- 
neral abſtract of the fates of the Goſpel in 
the ſeven Seals, all explained in the Notes, 


at the end whereof, Chriſt gives fire from 
heaven to the prayers of the Saints, and fills 
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the cenſer with fire from the altar, ſhewing 
that by prayer and devotion the human ſpirit 
unites with God in him, by negle& of them, 
with the wrath of God and without him.— 
The hiſtory now of wrath and judgment upon 
the Church is proſecuted through the centu- 
ries —The ſix Trumpets ſounded by Angels 
of wrath, declare the events and judgments of 
the Chriſtian world through ſeven centuries. 
The preparation of the Angels includes the 
firſt century wherein Chriſtianity only breath- 
ed. — Oppoſition and perſecution mark the 
ſecond century in the firſt Trumpet. —Spiri- 
tual merchandiſe and Church corruption, the 
third in the ſecond Trumpet.—Hereſy and 
falſe dottrine, the fourth in the third Trum- 
pet.—Univerſal darkneſs and ſuperſtition, the 
fifth in the fourth Trumpet.—Arianiſm brings 
in the Gothic irruptions in the firſt woe, 
which poſſeſs the ſixth century.—Succeeded 
by the Turks, deſcribed as the ſecond woe, 
and increaſing from the ſeventh century gra- 
dually in power through ſeven centuries, to 
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the ſiege and conqueſt of Conſlantinople ; 
to which era in 1453, the chronological de- 
duction of the hiſtory is carried. Popery 
deſcribed in the concluſion of the Turkiſh 
Prophecies, at the end of the ninth chapter, 
which grows and prevails all their times, to 
the ſame period 1453, under the fixth Vial 
of wrath.—Popery being thus pictured as it 
is during Gothic and Turkiſh times, to the 
times of the Reformation, the tenth chapter 
gives a Viſion of Chriſt in wrath, ſtamping 
and trampling on earthly ambition and ſpiri- 
tual traffick.—He has a little Book, contain- 
ing the hiſtory of his word in corruption, of 
the myſtery of iniquity in the Papal Anti- 
chriſt, prefaced with a view of the Temple, 
or of true Chriſtianity, the outward court or 
pretended profeſſion, and the Law and the 
Goſpel deſcribed as two witneſles in all faith- 
ful Miniſters, whoſe hiſtory during all times 
is purſued through the eleventh chapter, to 
the end of the ſecond woe -and the ſeventh 


Trumpet 


ARGUMENT. 


Trumpet at the laſt day. Which prefatory 
hiſtory of the word in the vitneſſes, tallies 
exactly with the general view given of the 
Goſpel in the ſeven Seals. — The twelfth 
chapter ſets out with the Revelation and ex- 
poſure of Judaiſm in the Church preſignified 
by the Ark of the Covenant. —The Church 
deſcribed from the beginning under the figure 
of a Woman, who is delivered of a Male 
Child or Chriſt.—The Devil's malice, —his 
defeat, cannot hinder the eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, — perſecutes it. — The Woman 
or the true Church goes into the wilderneſs, 
is unknown to the world. —The thirteenth 
introduces the Antichriſt, earthly ambition in 
the Church getting the Lordſhip of Rome, 
deſcribed as a Beaſt in it's luſt of earthly 
dominion, — again as a Beaſt with Lamb's 
horns, —affetiing ſpirituality.—The effects of 
theſe deſcribed, —and the number given of 
the two beaſts now abſorbed into each other, 
and become onc.— The fourteenth chapter 

repre- 
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repreſents the faithful during Popifh times.— 
Their elogium and triumphs.—Succeeded by. 
God in Trinity under the form of three An- 
gels, vindicating the Goſpels, and declaring 
zudgments awakened by Popiſh enormities, 
and againſt the vaſſals of Rome.— The death 
of the faithful in Popiſh times, deſcribed as 
an entrance into reſt, —of the ſuperſtitious 
devotees to Papal Rome, as a death of tor- 
ment in the wrath of God, repreſented ac- 
cording to the words of the Goſpel juſt 
vindicated, and aſſerted, under a two-fold 
harveſt of corn and wine. — The laſt day 
being ſuſpended in a like ſuſpence as that 
before the laſt woe, the fifteeenth chapter 
deſcribes the wrath of God going to it's end 
and conſummation, in ſeven plagues inflicted 
on the Roman Church at the Reformation, 
when the authority and influence of the Ro- 
man See declines and falls into contempt, at 
the end of chapter the ſixteenth. —The ſeven- 
teenth explains the judgment of the Roman 
Church ſhewn as a Whore or Adultreſs, not 
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the Spouſe of Chriſt, —her Jewiſh Spirit Im- 
perial-Spiritual, pourtrayed in the Beaſt.— 
Her ſeat the city of Rome. —The kingdoms 
marked, which were formed out of the ruins 
of the Roman Empire, before the Pope's 
uſurpation and afterwards.—They draw off 
from the Pope, and ſtrip the Papacy, and 
refuſe to acknowledge the Papal Supremacy 
and Earthly Sovereignty till the end of the 
world. —The eighteenth chapter deſcribes the 
forlorn ſtate of the Roman Church, and the 
contempt whereto ſhe is reduced, proſecuted 
in many and divers deſcriptions.—The nine- 
teenth, the triumph of the Saints. thereupon, 
and the glorious manifeſtation of Chriſt and 
the Saints at the laſt day,—then reviews and 
recapitulates the whole of the book, and ende 
with the laſt day.—The twenty-firſt does the 
ſame, and deſcribes the kingdom of Heaven, 
or real, inward ſtate and life of the faithful, 
from the day of Pentecoſt, and the firſt Chriſ- 
tian times.—The true Church, the real Bride 
of Chriſt ſet out under the idea and image of 
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a glorious City, the names of whoſe gates 
contain myſtical knowledge.—Chriſt deſcribes 
it himſelf in the form of an Angel of Wrath, 
—repeats the words he had uſed in the Pre- 
face of the Book, — is recognized by the 
Apoſtle, —declares judgment on fin, and all 
diſobedient perſons, —aſſerts his Eternal God- 
head,—invites all men to his kingdom, — con- 
firms the judgments, which in his ſpirit the 
Apoſtle had uttered on all who ſhould add to 
or detract from the Prophecies, —declares his 
ſpeedy coming, (to every man in his death) 
which 1s implored by the Apoſtle, and the 
Book ends. 
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CHAPTER” F 


6 1 E Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which 

b God gave him to ſhew to his ſervants, 
things that ſoon were to come to paſs. And 
he did ſhew them, by ſending through his 
Angel to his ſervant John, who teſtified the 
word of God, and the witneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as far as he knew. Blefled is he who reads, 
and they who hear the words of the Pro- 
phecy, for the time is nigh.” 


John to the ſeven Churches in Afia !— 
Grace be to you, and peace from him, who 
is, and was, and is to come! And from the 


{even Spirits, which are before his throne, 
Fo ih and 
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and from Jeſus Chriſt the faithful witneſs, 
the firſt-born of the dead, and Lord over 
all the Kings of the earth. Who loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins with his blood, 
and made us his kingdom, Prieſts to God and 
his Father. To him be glory, and might for 
ages! Amen. | 


© Behold! He comes with clouds, and 
every eye ſhall behold him, and as many as 
wounded him. And all the generations of 
the earth ſhall lament for him. Yes, verily, 
I am A and Q, ſays the Lord God, who is, 
and who was, and who is to come, the Al- 
mighty.“ 


I John your brother, and fellow-partner 
in your tribulation, and in the kingdom, and 
in patient enduring for Jeſus Chriſt, was in 
the iſland called Patmos, on account of the 
word of God, and the witneſs of Jeſus, I 
was 1n the Spirit on the Lord's day. And I 
heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trum- 


pet, 


t #4 


pet, ſaying, © what you ſee, write into a book, 
« and ſend to the ſeven Churches, to Epheſus, 
* to Smyrna, to Pergamus, to Sardis, to Thy - 
« atira, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 
* And I turned to look after the voice that 
ſpoke to me. And upon turning, I ſaw ſeven 
golden candleſticks, and in the midſt of the 
candleſticks, one like unto the Son of man, 
robed down to the feet, and girt around the 
breaſts with a golden girdle. And his head 
and his hair were white as white wool, as 
ſnow. And his eyes as a flame of fire, 
And his feet were like mountain-brafs, as 
if made hot in a furnace. And his voice 
as the voice of many waters, and having in 
his right hand ſeven ſtars, and a ſharp two- 
edged ſword praceeding out of his mouth. 
And his face was as the ſun ſhines in his 
might. And when I ſaw him, I fell at his 
feet as dead. And he put his right hand 
upon me, ſaying, © Fear not. I am the Firſt, 
« and the Laſt, and who lives; and I became 
« dead, and behold! I am living for ever 
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* and ever. And I have the keys of death 
« and the grave.— Write then what things 
« you have ſeen, and which are, and which 
« are about to happen after theſe things. The 
«< myſtery of the ſeven ſtars, which you ſaw 
« on my right hand, and the ſeven golden 
« candleſticks. The ſeven ſtars are the An- 
« gels of the ſeven Churches, and the ſeven 
s candleſticks are ſeven Churches.“ 


Before I ſay a word on this, or any other 
chapters of this book, I have one requeſt to 
make to the reader, which is, that he will not 
give himſelf the trouble to read any thing 
here, unleſs he can convert his heart unto God, 
and read it with prayer, or with a diſpoſition 
of ſpirit, which would aſk and defire illumina- 
tion from God. Otherwiſe he will loſe all 
poſſible profit, and pleaſure too, which it is in- 
tended he ſhould receive from theſe pages. 
He muſt not except againſt the Tranſlation, 
and againſt the Tranſlation of the two firſt 
chapters, —The Tranſlation is as literal as it 


could 
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could be made, and though there is an appa- 
rent aukwardneſs in it, yet it is more grand 
as I have rendered it, than if it were put 

into better Engliſh, and ſet out more largely, 
and in a more lax expreſſion. And the two 
hrit chapters reſpecting the Churches, which 
have been generally neglected by former ex- 
poſitors, will be found to be eſſential to all 
the reſt. —Of the ſeven Churches I have this 
to obſerve, that they ftand indefinitely, and 
mean only the Church in general, as is plain 
from the rewards annexed and promiſed in 
the ſecond chapter to the Ele& and Saints, 
and the victorious in Chriſt out of the ſaid 
ſeven Churches. For as theſe rewards, though 
particularly and diſtinaly deſcribed and ſtipu- 
lated to the Elect and Faithful, may all meet 
in any one deſerving Believer, and are all 
of them no other than ſeveral gifts of one 
the ſame Spirit.—Such as are the Fruit 
from the Tree of Life,—the hidden Manna, 
—the ſuperiority over the ſecond Death, — 
the white Stone with the new Name written 


on 
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on it, —the Morning-ſtar,—the Supping with 
Chriſt, —the white Raiment,—the being made 
a Pillar in the Temple of God,—the having 
the Name of God written on him, the Gold 
refined out of the fiery Furnace. —As al] 
theſe may be given to any one true Chriſtian, 
and are undoubtedly offered to every ſuch 
one; therefore the ſeven Churches can be 
but one Church, what our Saviour means by 
the Chriſtian Church.—Again, they are called 
ſeven, becauſe ſeven is the note, and myſtical 
number both of God and Man; as is figured 
by the ſeven Spirits, which are before the 
throne. In God theſe ſeven Spirits or Powers 
are all light, life, love.—In Man they are a 
ſtrength and life of ſin, by the loſs and ab- 
ſence of Chriſt from his ſoul.—You may caſily 
conceive what they are in Man, in their 
fallen, ruinous, and deſolate ſtate, after this 
manner.—Conceive firſt, deſire, will, craving, 
which except God, would have every thing, 
—ſecondly, which would keep, compreſs, re- 
tain all it coveted, —thirdly, anguiſh bred out 


of 
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of diſſatisfaction, —fourthly, in conſequence 
thereof wrath, rage, and fury, — fifthly, a 
light, which in fallen nature, is the mere light 
of the fun and the world, —ſixthly, a love, 
which by the loſs of God is mere darkneſs, 
bitterneſs, and poiſon, of ſelf-love, malice, 
and envy,—ſeventhly, a ſound and expreſſion 
depraved in it's tone, falſe, hollow, and coun- 
terfeit, not as it was, or ought to be.—And 
thus you may plainly ſee and diſcern the want 
the ſoul has of regeneration in Chriſt, and 
why Chriſt, and Chriſt only can be the ſalva- 
tion of man. It is curious to obſerve the 
effect of the number ſeven, in the moſt im- 
portant accidents to our fallen life and nature. 
I ſhall give them from an ancient author.— 
That the moſt conſiderable changes in man's 
« life happen in theſe ſeveral ſeptenaries,— 
that his conception is not perfect till the 
© the 7th day, —his birth till the 7th month, 
« —that the child has teeth from the ſame 
« 7th month,—at twice 7 ſtands alone, —at 
« three times 7 articulates,—at four times 7 

« walks,— 
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© walks,—at 7 years old ſheds his teeth and 
* renews them, —at three times 7 leaves grow- 
« ing, but thrives in health and ſtrength till 
© ſeven times 7, or the 49th year, called by 
e ſome the little climatterical year, as being 
e the completeſt of any, in that it conſiſts of 
« a perfect number multiplied upon itſelf ; 
e and as if nature having ſtretched fo far to 
“perfection, was in that year forced to de- 
ce cline.” See alſo Charron on Wiſdom, b. 1, 
chap. i. and v.—lt is curious alſo to trace 
the number 7 through the divine œconomies 
in the Old Teſtament, —as 7 days make a 
week, —7 years make a Sabbath of years, — 
7 Sabbaths of years a Jubilee, —80 Jubilees 
4000 years, the times of the Old Teſtament, 
till Jeruſalem was deſtroyed in the 4yoooth 
year of the world. Circumciſion obtained 
in the Jewiſh Church gg Jubilees, from Abra- 
ham to Chriſt's Baptiſm.—Moſes began his 
miniſtry in the Soth year of his age, Chriſt 
his in the 8oth Jubilee of the world's age. 
—The ſeventy weeks of Daniel contain fo 
many 
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many years, as the world did wecks of years 
unto that time, and ſo many weeks of years, 
as the world had laſted Jubilees.—The pro- 
miſe was made to Abraham in a Sabbatical 
year,—the 6th year of Joſhua, wherein the 
land was poſſeſſed and divided among the 
children of Ifrael, was a Sabbatical year, 
and the goth Jubilee from the creation of 
the world. —From this year Moſes begins 
his Jubilee, and at the end of go Jubilees 
Chriſt is baptized, and eternal redemption 
proclaimed to all who believe.—Again, the 
term 7 being here applied to the Churches, 
and ſtanding as a particular determinate nu- 
meral to expreſs the Church, which is general 
and indefinite, This is another ſure and un- 
queſtionable evidence of my firſt grand truth 
reſpecting the times, viz. that the three years 
and a half which compriſed our Lord's mi- 
niſtry, take in all the Chriſtian times in 
general, though concluding diſtinct dates and 
numbers of years, to the amount of the ſum 
1260, which though a definite number, muſt 
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be taken indefinitely, as is plain from the 
ſeven Churches, which I have already proved 
to mean no more than in general the whole 
Chriſtian Church. — Again, the Church is here 
ſet out particularly by a diſtribution into 
ſeven Churches for another reaſon, to ſignify, 
that the whole of the Chriſtian faith is con- 
cerned and centred in theſe ſeven powers 
and ſpirits ;—the whole proceſs of Chriſt, 
and all the energies of his Spirit, having no 
other deſtination and deſign, than to bring 
back a manifeſtation of God in Chriſt into 
the deſtitute and deſtroyed properties of the 
fallen nature. "There have been pains taken 
by learned men, to turn all that is ſaid here 
and in the next chapter to the ſeven Churches 
into myſtery, and make it denote different 
changes and commotions of the Church, 
councils, hereſies, and the various exigents, 
accidents, and incidents of it. But the good 


ſenſe of the world, which always in the long 
run brings truth up to it's level, has thought 
fit to diſgrace theſe refinements; and Why? 

Becauſe 
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Becauſe the effect would not equal the deſign, 
the ſeveral changes and corruptions of the 
Chriſtian Church being however imperfectly 
known in general to be ſhadowed and ſet 
forth in the ſubſtance of the book. Yet, the 
names of the cities are all of them myſterious, 
and upon that account were thoſe Churches 
probably mentioned, in preference to fo ma- 
ny others, and there are in them deſcriptions 
applicable to the Church and to Chriſtian mi- 
niſters. Thus E@ec9;, upon Mr. Bryant's prin- 
ciples, is the light of God, and hence Oe 
is expounded by Heſychius euayo.—Lpvpuy 
is a female hſh, (from Heſychius) which 
alludes to the fiſh, to which our Lord hkens 
his word, which he makes fruitful in men 
and productive. Pergamus with the AÆgyp— 
tian Prefix is Herga and Ham, the Tents of 
God,—thus Harrow on the Hill is Herga, 
ſive Caſtra in Colle, —Thyatira, the ſacrifice 
of ſin, from Ouw and Ary,—LzdSz, Tap and AS, 
—Kings of God, — Philadelphia, Brotherly 
Love,—Laodicea, the juſtification or righte- 
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ouſneſs of the pegple. Theſe words in their 
myſtery connett theſe chapters with the new 
Jeruſalem, which has ſimilar names.—Again 
I obſerve, that the ſeven Churches in their 
ſeparate ſtate, ſuit exactly with the deſcription 


of the Chriſtian Churches given by our Lord, 
in the beginning of the tenth chapter of St. 


John's Goſpel. The words of the chapter 
are very intelligible, and many words of it 
may be underſtood by readers in ſeveral 
ways, all which too may be right. It mult 


be obſerved, that the prefatory words to 


where John addreſſes the Churches in Aſia, 
are the words of Chriſt himſelf, as is plain 
by the laſt chapter, where they are repeated 
by the Angel of Wrath ; upon hearing which 
words, the Apoſtle diſcovers the Angel to be 
Chriſt in that form, and immediately worſhips 
him, as he had done before in the nineteenth 
chapter, where he was ſeen as a ſtrong Angel, 
and ſaid, © Theſe are the true words of God.“ 
In both which places he is forbad to worſhip 
him, by his ſaying in one, Worſhip God, 

for 
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for the teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of 
prophecy,'—to effect, by my ſpirit in you, 
you will witneſs me in the worſhip you pay 
to the Father, that is, you cannot worſhip 
without me.—And in the laſt chapter, though 
he declares himſelf A and Q, he yet refuſes 
to be worſhipped, becauſe he ſtill condeſcend- 
ed to act as Angel, Mediator, and Miniſter 
between God and Man.—There is no created 
Angel, who bears part in theſe viſions, to 
ſhew God's love to man, and the nearneſs 
of relation between them; but every Angel 
concerned 1s God or Chriſt, or ſome property 
of their being and nature perſonified. And, 
in that, when our Lord ſays, he ſent his 
Angel, it is evident, he means, that he ap- 
peared himſelf in che form of an Angel, it 
becomes evident and beyond litigation, that 
the Angel who appeared to the Patriarchs, 
and who gave the Law, was no other than 
Chriſt himſelf, as has been always eſteemed 
to have been the truth by the moſt ancient 
Fathers, and the wiſeſt and moſt judicious 

Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians of all times. The Triunity of God 
is very remarkable in that triple deſcription, 
* who is, and was, and is to come. -The 
adoption of Prophetic and Goſpel expreſſions, 
and the reciprocation of vouchers in * the 
love of Chriſt to us, —his being ſeen by 
thoſe who wounded him, and the * expetta- 
tion of him in patient endurance.”—Theſe 
are ſtriking enough. Our Saviour exhibits 
himſelf in the dreſs of a Jewiſh Prieſt, to 
fignify, that there was Judaiſm in the Chriſtian 
Church.—He has his feet red, as the Jewiſh 
Prieſts were, treading bare-foot on the ſtony 
floor of the Temple, And thus Chriſt treads 
the cold and hard hearts of men.—His ſplen- 
dour is like that of his Transfiguration, to 
ſhew that he was ſtill himſelf. —His eyes 
like fire, to expreſs wrath and woe,—his 
voice like waters, to deſcribe viſitations, 
troubles, and judgments, —waters ſignifying 


woes and calamities,—evident from the tree 
in the firſt Pſalm, planted by the water's fide. 
From his mouth went out a two-edged ſharp 

ſword 
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ſword pp Car, not Maxzpe—but pu Ou@mr, 
vehemens vox, meaning the word of God, 
by the power whereof man either cuts down 
his enemies, or is cut down by them. Pon 
always implies a ſpiritual effect, which Maxaipæ 
does not, — thus our Lord ſaid to the Virgin 
Mary,— a ſword po@Taw ſhall go through 
thine own boſom,” — not meaning thereby, 
that ſhe ſhould be ſtabbed, but that ſhe ſhould 
be cut to the heart with the cruel contumelies 
and bitter ſcandals caſt on her honour, ſuch 
as may be ſeen in the words of Celſus, quoted 
by Origen in his Book againſt Celſus. — 
Again, he is like the Sun in his might, to 
declare the power of his truth, the luſtre 
of it, and the calamities attached to thoſe 
who deſpiſe it, and which through diſobe- 
dience, were to come on*the world. You 
will obſerve, that the ſeven ſtars and candle- 
ſticks foretell of the next chapter, connett 
it, and prepare us for it. 
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CHAP. II. and III. 


© To the Angel of the Church in Epheſus, 
write, — Thus ſpeaks he who holds the ſeven 
ſtars in his right hand, who walks in the midſt 
of the ſeven golden candleſticks.— I know 
your works, and your labour, and your pati- 
ence, and that you are not able to endure 
the wicked; and you have proved thoſe, who 
ſaid they were Apoſtles, and they were not, 
and you have found them falſe, and you have 
patience, and you have endured for my 


Name's ſake, and you have not fainted But 


I have againſt thee, that you have let go your 
firſt love.—Recollett therefore from whence 
you are fallen, and repent, and do your firſt 
works. If not, I come quickly to you, and 
I will remove your candleſtick out of it's 
place, if you do not repent. But this you 
have, that you hate the works of the Nico- 
laitans, which J alſo hate.— Let he who has 


car, 
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ear, hear what the Spirit ſays to the Churches. 
To him who overcomes, I will give him to 


eat of the tree of life, which is in the Para- 
diſe of my God. | | 


And to the Angel of the Church in 
Smyrna write, — Theſe words ſays he, the Firſt 
and the Laſt, who became dead and lived. 
I know your tribulation and your poverty,— 
But you are rich: and your reproach from 
thoſe, who call themſelves Jews, and they are 
not, but the Synagogue of Satan. Fear not 
what things you are about to ſuffer. Behold ! 
the Devil is about to caſt you into priſon, 
that you may be tempted, and you ſhall have 
tribulation ten days. Be faithful unto death, 
and I will give you a crown of life. Let 
he who has ear, hear what the Spirit ſays 
unto the Churches! He who overcomes, 
cannot be hurt by the ſecond death.“ 


And to the Angel of the Church in Per- 
gamus write, —Theſe ſays he, who holds 
C the 
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the ſharp two-edged ſword. I know where 
vou dwell, where is the throne of Satan, and 
you hold my name, and you have not denied 
my faith in the days of Antipas my faithful 
witneſs, who was killed amongſt you, where 
Satan dwells. But I have againft you a few 
things, that you have amongſt you, who hold 
the dottrine of Balaam, who taught Balaac 
to caſt a ſtumbling-block before the ſons of 
Iſrael, to eat meats ſacrificed to Idols, and 
to commit fornication. Thus you have who 
hold the dofrine of the Nicolaitans, which 
I hate. Repent therefore; if not, I come 
quickly to you, and will combat them in the 
ſword of my mouth. He that has ear, let him 
hear, what the Spirit ſays to the Churches ! 
To him who overcomes, I will give of the 
hidden Manna, and will give him a white 
ſtone, and upon the ſtone a new name written, 
which no one knows, fave who receives it.“ 


* And to the Angel of the Church at Thya- 
tia write, —Theſe ſays the Son of God, who 
has 
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has his eyes as a flame of fire, and his feet 
like mountain-braſs : I know your love, and 
your faith, and your miniſtry, and your pa- 
tience, and your laſt works more than your 
firſt. But I have againſt you, that you ſuffer 
the woman Jezabel, who calls herſelf a Pro- 
pheteſs, and teaches and ſeduces my ſervants 
to whoredom, and the eating of meats offered 
to Idols. And I have given her time to re- 
pent, and ſhe is not willing to repent of her 
fornication. Behold ! I throw her on a bier, 
and thoſe, who ſin with her into great tribu- 
lation, if they do not repent of their works. 
And I will ſlay her children in death: And 
all the Churches ſhall know, I am he who 
ſearches the reins and the heart. And I will 
give to you each according to your works. 
But I ſay to the reſt of you at Thyatira, 
as many as hold not this dottrine, who have 
not known the depths of Satan, as they fay, 
I will not lay upon you other weight : but 
hold what you have, till I ſhall come. And 
he who overcomes, and keeps to the end my 
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works, I will give him power over the na- 
tions, and he ſhall rule them with an iron 
rod, as the potter's veſſels are broken, as 1 
have received from my Father. And I will 
give to him the Morning-ſtar. Who hath 
ear, let him hear, what the Spirit ſays to the 
Churches. 


And to the Angel of the Church at Sar- 
dis write, — Thus ſays he, who holds the ſeven 
Spirits of God, and the ſeven Stars. I know 
your works, that you have a name of life, 
and you are dead. Become watchful, and 
eſtabliſh the reſt who were about to become 
dead. Recollett then, how you have ſeen 
and heard, and keep and repent! If there- 
fore you repent not, I will come as a thief, 
and you know not at what hour J will come 
unto you. But you have a few names at 
Sardis, who have not defiled thcir garments. 
And they ſhall 'walk with me in white, for 
they are worthy. Who overcomes, he is 
cloathed in white garments: and I will nat 

wipe 


( 21 ) 


wipe his name out of the Book of Life. And 
will own his name before my Father and be- 
fore his Angels. Who hath ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit ſays to the Churches!“ 


* And to the Angel of the Church at Phila- 
delphia write, — Thus ſays the Holy, the true, 
who has the key of David, who opens and 
no one ſhuts, and ſhuts, and no one opens. 
I know your works. Behold ! I have given 
an open door before you, which is ſo as that 
no one can ſhut it. For you have a little 
power, and you have kept my word, and 
have not denied my name. Behold! I give 
out of the Synagogue of Satan, of thoſe who 
ſay, they are Jews, and are not, but are liars. 
Behold ! I will make them to come and 


worſhip before your feet, and know that I 
have loved you. For you have kept the 
word of my patience ; and I will keep you 
out of the time of trial, which is coming 
upon the world, to try the inhabitants of the 
earth, I come quickly, Hold what you 

have, 


e) 


have, that no one may take your crown. He 


that overcomes, I will make him a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he cannot go 
out more. And I will write on him the 
name of my God, and the name of the city 
of my God, the new Jeruſalem, which de- 
ſcends from Heaven from my God, and my 
new name. Who hath ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit ſays to the Churches !' 


* And to the Angel of the Church at Laodi- 
cea write, — Theſe ſays the Amen, the faithful 
witneſs and true, the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God. I know your works, that you 
are neither cold nor hot. Would you were 
either cold or hot! So, as you are lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I am about to vomit 
you out of my mouth. For you fay, I am 
rich and lack nothing, and you know not that 
you are in the extreme, wretched, and miſer- 
able and poor, and blind and naked. I advilc 
of you to get of me gold refined out of the 
fire, that you may be rich, and white garments 

ta 
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to cloathe you, and let not the ſhame of your 
nakedneſs appear; and ointment to anoint 
your eyes, that you ſee. I as many as I 
love, I chaſten and correct them. Be zea- 
lous then and repent! Behold! I ſtand at 
the door and knock. If any one ſhould hear 
my voice and open the door, I will enter in 
unto him, and ſup with him, and he with 
me. Who overcomes, I will give him to fit 
with me on my throne, as I allo have over- 
come, and have fat down with my Father on 
his throne. Who has ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit fays to the Churches!“ 


I beg leave to repeat my preliminary pol- 
tulate, and requeſt of the reader, that he will 
pleaſe to remember, that it is the word of 
God, and to be treated with reſpect, and not 
by any means to be flouted, ſneered, and ridi- 
culed. Prayer for grace is the beſt ſtate of 
fpirit, wherein any man can hope to improve 
from this book, and from any thing I have 
written upon it. It is to be remarked, that 


Our 


( 24 ) 


our Lord ſpeaks, and yet he calls upon all 
men to hear what the Spirit ſays to the 
Churches, whereby it is plain that he precedes 
the Spirit, and yet that wherever the Spirit 
is, he 1s alſo. Touching the Churches, I have 
this to ſay, that I do ſuppoſe, what is ad- 
dreſſed to each of them ſingly, had at the 
time an intention in that addreſs, and re- 
proached them in their particular faults and 
corruptions, though it 1s plain alſo, that all 
men are addreſſed too in thoſe ſeparate appli- 
cations to the ſeveral Churches. The ſpiritual 
words are all common, and have an obvious 
bearing upon all Chriſtians and Believers 
every where, and are abundant to the appre- 
henſion of all devout perſons, both in praiſe, 
reproof, threatning and menace, exhortation 
and inſtruction, and in offers alſo of help, 
hope, reward, and glory. The Angels of the 
Churches, or their ſpiritual Paſtors, are called 
Angels, in confirmation of our Lord's words 
in the Goſpel, declaring of his ſervants, that 
they ſhall be equal to Angels. The candle- 
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ſticks repreſenting the ſeven Churches, have 


clear reference to the candleſtick diſplayed 
from Heaven, as the figure of thoſe deſigned 
for the Jewiſh Tabernacle. It is an emblem 
of a Church, or a light ſet up in the world. 
As the ſeven Churches ſtand alſo indefinitely 
for the Church, ſo all the faults and corrup- 
tions aſcribed to each Church, will be found 
to make up the Antichriſtian Spirit, as it has 
been manifeſted in the Roman Church, and 
to include the main and principal part of 
thoſe prevailing enormities, which have been 
found in it. Such as are The declaring 
themſelves Apoſtles when they were not.— 
The forgetting their firſt love.—Pretending 
to be a ſpiritual Iſrael, when they are not, 
but a Synagogue of Satan.—The murder of 
Antipas by men ſo deſcribed,' which marks 
the ſanguinary and malignant ſpirit, which the 
Roman Church has ſo furiouſly exerted, as 
againſt the Vaudois, the Dutch, French, and 
German Proteſtants, and againſt ,particular 


perſons, as Savanorola, Molinos, and infinite 
D others. 
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others. The teaching a doctrine of Balaam, 
which is ſuppoſed to be, that he adviſed Ba- 
laac to entice the Iſraelites to idolatry by 
the means of women.—Prattiſing upon men 
in Religion by women, a ſtrong mark of the 
Roman Antichriſt. A MNicolattan doftrine,— 
a painted Jezabel to be caſt on à bier, the 
very manner in which the dead are borne 
to the grave in Catholic countries.—The 
eating meats ſacrificed to Idols, the procuring 
money by Maſſes ſaid at the ſhrines of Saints, 
and getting bread by ſuch ſervices.—The 
want of power in preaching, ſo as to affect 
men's hearts, and break them in pieces like the 
potter's veſſel. —The having a name of life, and 
being at the time dead. The being neither cold 
nor hot, but lukewarm, — the vain boaſt, that 
ſhe is rich, and lacks nothing, when ſhe is in 
the higheſt degree weak, wretched, miſerable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked, - without the 
gold refined out of the fiery trial, without 
the white garments, without ſalve to anoint the 
_ eyes,—without a door open in the heart, where 
into 
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into Chriſt can enter. — Ho this deſcription 
applies to the Papal Power and the Roman 
Church, every one can ſee as well as I can, 
who has the leaſt notice of the corruptions 
which have prevailed in that Church. — Again 
by the climax of the ſeven Churches, you 
ſee, that this Spirit took time, and formed 
itſelf gradually, mounting by degrees and at 
opportunity, till it wrought itfelf up to ſuch 
a monſtrous compound of infidelity, craft, 
and worldly wickedneſs. —We have now An- 
tichrift full born, and full blown, and having 
this knowledge of him, we are prepared to 
ſee his operations and actions in the enſuing 
chapters. Upon this idea, that the ſeven 
Churches repreſent the whole Church, it may 
be that the tribulation of ten days may defign 
the ten grand perſecutions.— It is remarkable, 
that our Lord fays, he became dead, not that 
he died, as we do, as is plain from the loud 
voice he uttered expiring, but that he only 
gave up the earthly ſpirit.— The words of 
the Goſpel and of the Epiſtles have attel- 
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tation here, from the repetition of their 
words in this chapter. This may be ſeen 
in the words, — umouory, uptrevru;, CHRVIRNG, 
Topvevor N Oe] udwnodura,—egyt ETKaTE WAVE 
TW @pwTW,—s B £ vu ano Papor—The 
very words of the council at Jeruſalem re- 
corded in the Acts, and many more.—As for 
the critical part, there is little to be ſaid, and 
I cannot bring myſelf to cavil at peculiar 
modes of expreſhon, and objett to them be- 
cauſe contrary to the rules of a boy's gram- 
mar. Nor can I ſpend a word upon the 
nature of the gifts and promiſes, and pretend 
to ſet forth theſe ſpiritual bleſſings. Every 
man knows how to find theſe as well as I 
can tell him. Our Lord ſays here, Behold ! 
IT ſtand at the door and knock, and in his Goſpel 
he ſays, Knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. 
I ſhall conclude with remarking, that when 
Antichriſt comes up to his ſeyenth and laſt 
number, the deſcription of him in his pride, 
inſolence, extravagance, and preſumption, and 
at the ſame time in his deplorable wretched- 

neſs, 
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neſs, pitifulneſs, beggary, blindneſs, and na- 
kedneſs, comes up to his meaſure, and infi- 
nitely exceeds the former characters of him. 


. 


* And after this I looked, and behold! a 
door opened in Heaven. And the firſt voice 
which I heard, as of a trumpet ſpeaking with 
me, ſaying, —Aſcend hither, and I will ſhew 
you what things are to happen after. And 
ſtraight I was in the Spirit; and behold! 
a throne lay in the Heaven; and one fitting 
on the throne, and he who ſat, in appearance 
like a Jaſper or Sardine ſtone ; and a rain- 
bow circling the throne, in appearance like 
Emerald, and circling the throne twenty-four 
thrones, and upon the thrones twenty-four 
Elders fitting, covered with white garments, 
and upon their heads golden crowns. And 
from the throne go forth lightnings, and voi- 

ces, 
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ees, and thunders. And ſeven torches of fire 
burning before the throne, which are the 
ſeven Spirits of God. (Figures of them.) — 
And before the throne, as it were a glaſſy 
Sea, (typical of the earth diſſolved, and allu- 
ſive to the brazen Laver in the Temple) like 
Chryſtal: and in the middle of the throne, 
and round the throne, (that is, the throne 
being in the midſt, and they about it) four 
Animals full of eyes before and behind. And 
the firſt Animal like a Lion, and the ſecond 
Animal like a Calf, and the third Animal 
having the face of a Man, and the fourth 
Animal hke an Eagle flying. And the four 
Animals ſingly having each of them about fix 
wings. And they have no reſt day and night, 
ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almigh- 
ty, who was, and 1s, and is to come ; and when 
the Animals give glory, and honour, and 
thankſgiving to him, who fits on the throne, 
who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four 
Elders fall before him who fits on the throne, and 
worſhip him who lives for ever and ever, and caſt 
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their crowns before the throne, ſaying, You are 
worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory, and lo- 
nour, and power, for you have made all things, 
and by your will they were, and were made. 


Obſerve that the trumpet of the firſt verſe 
foreſhews Judaiſm, and prepares for the re- 
preſentation of a Jewiſh ſcene. _ Merz Tevra 
evidently expreſſes not only after theſe things, 
but in conſequence of ſuch things as theſe, 
viz. of the Antichriſtian Spirit formed in the 
Church, and deſcribed in the former chapter. 
God is on the throne, — The Stone to which 
he is likened, 1s the very pearl of the Goſpel, 
—The Rainbow round the throne ſignifies 
fo much, as that if it was not for God's cove- 
nant ſealed in the bow, he would deſtroy the 
whole world for contempt of that jewel. The 
Apoſtle was in the Spirit, in a higher degree 
of rapt than the former ones.—The Elders 
twenty-four in number, half repreſent the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael, the other half the 


twelve Apoltles.—Their holineſs and their 
triumphs 
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triumphs are ſeen in their white veſts and 
gold crowns.—Thunders, voices, lightnings, 
ſuch as were at the giving of the Jewiſh Law, 
ſhew, that the Goſpel had not it's effect, and 
brought wrath on the world, by means of diſ- 
obedience and contempt of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And therefore the ſeven Spirits of God 
burn in fire, and not in love and meekneſs.— 
The Animals between whom the throne was 
placed, are pillars of faith, full of eyes, to repre- 
ſent watchfulneſs, and all faithful perſons in the 
four quarters of the world. — Their fix wings 
ſignify the fix chiliads of the world, and that 
the world would laſt no longer than the com- 
pletion of the ſixth chiliad : during theſe fix 
chiliads, men had it in their power to turn un- 
to God.—Thus the two wings of the Roman 
Eagle, the two diviſions of the Roman Empire 
were given to the Woman, to the Church to 
fly with; that is, the Church ſpread itſelf over 
the two diviſions of the Roman Empire.— 
Theſe Animals to which they were like, the 
Lion, the Calf, the Man, and the Eagle, are 

ſaid 
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ſaid by Mede out of Jewiſh authors, to have 
been painted on the Standards of the Camp 
of Iſrael, when it ſojourned in the wilderneſs. 
It is a pleaſing alluſion, and confirms my idea 
of their being pillars of faith. So chapter 
before, I will make him a pillar in the Temple 
of my God. And thus we underſtand the laſt 
verſes of this chapter, to effect, that whenſo- 
ever the four quarters of the world, and the 
inhabitants of them pay obedience to God, 
the twenty-four Elders, or the Law and the 
Golpel will have the glory of it. 
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* And I ſaw at the right hand of him who 
ſat on the throne, a Book written within and 
without, ſealed with ſeven ſeals. And I ſaw 
an Angel of Strength crying with a loud 


voice, Who is worthy to open the Book ? 
E and 
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and to break the Seals of it? And no one 
was able in heaven, or in earth, nor under 
the earth, to open the Book, nor to look 
at it. And I wept much, for that no one 
was found worthy to open the Book, nor to 
look on it. And one of the Elders ſays to 
me, Do not weep !—Behold ! the Lion of 
the Tribe of Juda has prevailed, the Root of 
David, to open the Book, and the ſeven ſeals 
of it. And I ſaw in the midſt of the throne, 
and the four Animals, and in the midſt of 
the four Elders, a Lamb ſtanding as lain, 
having ſeven heads and ſeven eyes, which 
are the ſeven Spirits of God ſent upon all 
the earth. And he came and took the Book 
out of the right hand of him who ſat on the 
throne; and when he took the Book, the 
four Animals and the twenty-four Elders fell 
before the Lamb, having each of them a harp, 
and golden vials full of incenſe, which are 
the prayers of Saints. And they ſay a new 
ſong, ſaying, You are worthy to take the 
Book, and open the Scals of it, For you 

Were 
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were ſlain, and you have bought us in your 
blood out of every tribe and tongue, and 
people and nation, and you have made them 
Kings and Prieſts to our God, and they ſhall 
reign upon earth. And I ſaw, and heard the 
voice of many Angels around the throne, and 
the Animals, and the Elders, and the number 
of them was myriads of myriads and chiliads 
of chiliads, ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb, who was ſlain, to receive power, 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
honour, and glory, and bleſſing. And every 
creature, which is in the heaven, and upon 
earth, and under the earth, and upon the 
ſea, and the things in it, I heard all fay, 
To him who fits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb, bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, for ever and ever! and the four Ani- 
mals ſaid Amen! and the Elders fell and 
worſhipped.” 


In this chapter we have the myſtery of 
Chriſtianity laid open to us, which was be- 
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come loſt and abſorbed in the myſtery of 
iniquity, conceived and formed by the Anti- 
chriſtian Spirit. It 1s repreſented as a Book 
written within and without, like the Book in 
Juvenal's firſt Satire : 


In margine libri 


Scriptus, et in tergo. 


To ſhew the fullneſs of matter contained in 
this Book, and ſealed with ſeven ſeals. —The 
human ſoul is likened to a Book for theſe 
reaſons, becauſe the Bible contains the hiſtory 
of the human ſpirit in it's fall, and in it's 
redemption, and the figure of Seals is uſed 
to ſignify, that by the neglett of the Goſpel, 
whereby the ſoul abides ſealed in death, and 
not by the Spirit, the wrath of God is re- 
vealed in it, and brings calamity and woe, 
and all the beneficial effects of the Goſpel 
are loſt on the foul. The ſtrong Angel, who 
repreſents God the Father, implies that no 
Angelic power, nor any other leſs than that 

of 


417 


or Chriſt, could do the ſoul's buſineſs, and 
therefore he is deſcribed as being between 
the Animals, and the Elders, and the ſeven 
Spirits of God, becauſe he is the true eſſential 
life and glory of all. No human creature 
alſo could open the Book, nor endure the 
fight of it. And why ?—Becauſe it was the 
Book of Self, which ſight, without the grace 
of God, no man can endure.—The Apoſtle 
wept, becauſe the Spirit ſecretly acquainted 
him with the myſtery of the Book.—Chriſt 
alone, the Lion of the Tribe of Fuda could 
prevail, ſo as to open the Book, and the 
ſeven Seals thereof, which are the ſeven pow- 
ers and properties of the fallen Spirit, locked 
up by fin in a ſpiritual death. — All which our 
bleſſed Lord broke through in his Paſſion, 
and brought the divine grace, bleſſing, life, 
and element, into the powers of the human 
ſoul, which had loſt them all in him. He 
therefore of right takes the Book out of 
God's hand, —and there is triumph in conſe- 
quence, plaudits, and hymns of honour, and 


praile 
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praiſe to the Lamb: Becauſe he is the ſub. 
ſtantial life and glory of God, of Angels, 
and of the whole Creation. As the Apoſtle 
ſays, that al! nature longed to be diſſolved, or 
to recover the divine power, virtue, and ele- 
ment, loſt to them at the fall and by fin. 
This is plain by many paſſages in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, as Col. 1, xix. That the whole full- 
neſs of God choſe to dwell in Chriſt, and through 
him to reconcile all things to hamſelf, having 
reconciled through the blood of has Croſs, all things 
whether on Earth or in Heaven. 


CHAT VI. 


* And I looked, when the Lamb opened 
the firſt of the ſeven Seals, and I heard one 
of the four Animals ſaying, as with the voice 
of thunder, Come! See! and I ſaw, and 
behold ! a white Horſe, and he who fat 


upon 
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upon it having a bow; and a crown was 
given to him, and he went out conquering, 
and that he might conquer. 


* And when he opened the ſecond Seal, I 
heard the ſecond Animal ſaying, Come ! and 
I ſaw, and there went out another Horſe of 
Flame- colour; and to him who ſat upon it, 
it was given to him to take away peace from 
the earth, ſo that they ſhould ſlay one ano- 


ther, and there was given to him a great 
lword.' 


And when he opened the third Seal, 1 
heard the third Animal ſaying, Come! and 
Behold ! a black Horſe, and he who ſat upon 
it, having a yoke in his hand. And I heard a 
voice in the midſt of the four Animals, cry- 
ing, A meaſure of corn for a penny, and three 
meaſures of barley for a penny, and be juſt 
with the wine and oil.” 


* And 


n. 
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© And when he opened the fourth Seal, I 
heard the fourth Animal ſaying, Come! and 
I looked, and behold ! a pale Horle, and he 
who ſat upon it, the name of him was Death, 
and the grave follows with him. And there 
was given him power over the fourth part of 
the earth, to ſlay in the ſword, and in hunger, 
and in death, and by the beaſts of the earth.“ 


And when he opened the fifth Seal, I ſaw 
under the Altar the ſouls of thoſe, who were 
ſlaughtered for the word of God, and for the 
witneſs they had, and they cried with a loud 
voice, ſaying, Till when, O Maſter holy and 
true, do you not judge and avenge the blood 
of us, from thoſe who inhabit the earth ?— 
And there was given to each of them a white 
veſt, and it was told them to be ſtill a little 
longer, till the number was full of their fel- 
low-ſervants and brethren, who were about 
alſo to be ſlain as they. 


© And 


E 

And I ſaw, when he opened the fixth 
Seal, and there was a great Earthquake ; and 
the Sun became black as a hair-cloth, and the 
Moon became as blood, and the ſtars of the: 
Heaven fell unto the earth, as a fig-tree ſheds 
her untimely figs, ſhaken by a great wind, 
and the Heaven vaniſhed as a ſcroll rolled up, 
and every mountain and iſland was removed 
out of their places. And the Kings of the 
earth, and the chief captains, and the rich, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman and 
freeman hid themſelves in the caves and 
rocks of the mountains, and they ſay to the 
mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him who fits upon 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. 


For the great day of his wrath is come, and 
who is able to ſtand it?“ 


In the laſt chapter we had the ſecret hiſ- 
tory, the inward myſtery, the firſt philoſophy, 
and the final cauſe of Chriſtianity, and of 
Chriſt's courſe, proceſs and triumphs on earth. 

F We 
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We had the Goſpel in that chapter, in this 
the fates of it, or the uſage it found from the 
Antichriſtian Spirit, and the general events 
of the word and it's witneſſes, in all times 
and parts of the world. The four firſt Seals 
are opened by the four Animals, who perſo- 
nate faith in each quarter of the world, by 
which faith alone Chriſt or the word becomes 
manifeſt, in the ſeven fallen powers and pro- 
perties of nature, and man's natural ſoul.— 
The Animals on this account open the Seals, 
and declare the fates of the word in the four 
parts of the world. And therefore it is ſaid, 
he heard one of the Animals, as being no 
matter which, the effects being the ſame, 
wherever the word was preached. The voice 
of thunder alludes to the diſpenſation of the 
Law, which was in the wrath, and did not 
offer grace, and therefore through want of 
faith did not reſtore the ſoul, but through 
diſobedience was the cauſe of viſitation and 
judgments. And the Goſpel does the ſame. 
The firſt Seal declares the outgoing of the 

word, 
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word, or of Chriſt in the word, — according 
to that of St. Peter, having gone out, he has 
preached to the Spirits in priſon, locked up 
in the death of fin and the fall. —Come ! See! 
—the very words which Chriſt ſays of himſelf 
to the Diſciples of John Baptiſt, aſking him 
where he dwelled.— Again the white Horſe 
ſays whoſe it is, as appears from chapter the 
eleventh, where the word of God or Chriſt 
is ſet out in glory.—The Bow and Arrows 
expreſs his dottrines and power. — Arrows 
being frequent in the Prophets for words, 
and from them frequent alſo in Pindar and 
the Greek Poets.—Their victory may be fine- 
ly illuſtrated from this verſe of Homer : 


Evuvypap pev ava cer wxero Kyu £00. 


He has a crown given him, in recompence 
of his victories over fin and the fall. —As 
man made perfett, he has a crown from God 
for himſelf, and for his ſons, fellows, and 
followers. : 

F 2 On 
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On the opening of the ſecond Seal, the 


ſecond Animal ſays, Come! but does not add 


See! to ſhew that it was not fit to be ſeen.— 
For by means of impenitence and a faithleſs 
ſpirit, Satan ſets forth on a red Horſe, as is 
plain from the ſame word zvppo;, expreſſive of 
fire, wrath and woe being afterwards applied 
to the Dragon or Devil. And he by means 
of men's wilfulneſs and men's wickedneſs, 
diſappoints and defeats the benign and gra- 
cious ends of the Goſpel, gets power thereby 
to take peace away, which the Goſpel would 
eſtabliſh on earth, according as is ſaid by our 
Lord, I came not to ſend peace on earth, but 
a ſword. Men that is have turned my peace 
into war and enmity, ſo that they kill and 
deſtroy one another, which they muſt do if 
there was war and contention, all men being 


in the ſpirit of the Goſpel, one in Chriſt, and 


brethren. 


The third Seal explains the peace, which 
obedience to the Goſpel would fix in the 
world. 
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world. This 1s plain from the many phraſes 
and figures here uſed, which are found in 
the Goſpel, and peculiar to it :—Such as are 
the yoke, the corn, the three meaſures of barley, 
the wine, the oil, and the penny. The voice 
in the midſt of the four Animals, ſignifies the 
effect of God's word and will in the four 
quarters of the world,—that juſtice and equity 
ſhewn by the black Horſe, and univerſal 
plenty and cheapneſs of proviſion, would be 
the temporal reward and bleſſing given to 
obedience in men, and conformity to the laws 
of the Goſpel; which is exprefſed by not 
harming, that is by reſpecting and honouring 
the wine and the oi, the ſpiritual graces, doc- 
trines, demands, and dutics of the Goſpel : 
wine expreſſing the blood of Chriſt,” o:/ the 
unction from the Spirit All other explica- 
tions of this Seal, and Mr. Mede's eſpecially, 
who confines this and the laſt to Roman Em- 
perors, famines in the Empire, Jewiſh mobs, 


and I know not what, for 1 cannot tranſcribe 
it, are mere vanities, Plenty is deſcribed, not 


penury, 
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penury, as moſt have ſuppoſed, as in Kings, 
b. 2, c. 7, v. L.A meaſure of fine flour 
ſhall be fold for a ſhekel, and two meaſures of 
barley for a ſhekel, in the gates of Samaria. 


The fourth Seal, inſtead of this plenty and 
happineſs, the rewards of obedience and of 
Goſpel righteouſneſs, introduces the fatal ef- 
fects and conſequents of unrighteouſneſs and 
contempt of the word, and this over all the 
world, by ſetting death and the grave in tri- 
umph, who get power to deſtroy in all parts, 
To Tereproy every fourth part every where, 
like To Tp» afterwards, and both put defi- 
nitely with indefinite intent, a Hebraic uſage, 
and an inwrought teſtimony of the grand 
truth with reſpett to the numbers, as I have 
explained them. And they deſtroy e pop@ma, 
that is & pz Ou, by the judgments attached 
to the word and neglett of it, —as our Lord 
has ſaid in the Goſpel, the word judges, —er 
Awa by ſpiritual famine, neglect in the mi- 
niſtry,—e b,, in death, or the dying in 

Ignorance 
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ignorance and impenitence, and by the beaſts 
or beaſtmen of the earth. Theſe four firſt 
Seals take a general ſketch of the word, 
preached in the four parts of the world, as 
is plain by the four Animals who ſpeak at the 
opening of them, and are henceforth filent. 
And therefore now at the opening of 


The fifth Seal all begins again, and it is 
ſhewn, that God has at all times in all places 
his faithful few, ſervants and miniſters, whoſe 
life is but a ſtate of perſecution and ſacrifice, 
and whoſe ſouls are under the Altar, covered 
as it were by the croſs of Chriſt ; ſo that 
they are not known in the world, or known 
only as objetts of contempt and hatred. They 
are not on the Altar, not butchered as Chriſt 
was, but perſecuted, injured, defamed, and 
ill- treated. They cry to God for help, as 
they are not ſuffered to juſtify and avenge 
their own cauſe.—They have a white robe 
given to them, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


out of the divine element, and they are ad- 
viſed 


— . * — 
2 —— — A _ 2 
2 —— - —_— - 
4 — — Z > 
2 


— 


—— 
—— 


" II 
DT =. — — 


2 > — 
— —— 


( 48 ) 


viſed to be patient, and look only to the 
converſion of their fellow-creatures, and to 
the conduct of them in righteouſneſs. This 
continues the whole times of the Goſpel till 


The ſixth Seal, the day of judgment, or 
the laſt day, and the end of the world, the 
manifeſtation of Chriſt in glory, and the 
breaking up of the temporal ſcene.—The 
words repeat thoſe in Iſaiah, and in Joel, 
and in the Goſpels, which deſcribe firſt the 
ruin and deſtruction of the Jewiſh ſlate and 
city, and in a ſecond view, the 7a or end 
of all things. It is enough to underſtand 
and collett from them, that the laſt day, 
and the preſence of Chriſt would cauſe effetts 
on men, on nature, and on the whole world, 
equal to thoſe, which earthquakes and ſuch 
convulſions of things as are deſcribed, would 
occaſion. Whatever it be, it will operate 
on men with ſuch might and power, as to 
bring them to their right ſenſes, and make 
them cry in good earneſt, © The great day 
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* of the wrath of the Lamb is come, and who 
* 7s able to ſtand it? Alt is obſervable, that 
the deſcriptions which follow of the laſt day, 
are very ſimple, compared with this, which 
ſeems intended to certify and confirm thoſe 
in Iſaiah, and in the Goſpels.—The truth 
being, as is ſaid in the concluſion, that upon 
the appearance of Chriſt, Heaven and Earth 


fled from his preſence. 


HA. VII. 


And after this I ſaw four Angels ſtanding 
upon the four corners of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the earth, that the wind 
might not breathe upon the earth, or the ſea, 
or all trees. And I ſaw another Angel ariſing 
from the riſe of the ſun, having the ſeal of the 
living God. And he cried with a loud voice 
to the four Angels, to whom it was given to 

G barm 
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harm the earth and the fea, ſaying, Do not 
harm the earth, nor the ſea, nor the trees, 
till we have ſealed the ſervants of God in 
their foreheads. And I heard the number 
of the ſealed, 144 thouſand ſealed out of 
every tribe of Iſrael. 


Out of the tribe of Judah 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Reuben 12000 ſealed. 
Out-of the tribe of Gad 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Aſer 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Nepthalim 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Manaſſe 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Simeon 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Levi 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Iſſachar 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Zabulon 1 2000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Joſeph 12000 ſealed. 
Out of the tribe of Benjamin 12000 ſealed. 


© And after this I ſaw, and behold a great 
multitude, which. no one could number, out 
of every nation and tribe, and people and 
| | tongue, 


1 


tongue, ſtanding before the throne, and be- 
fore the Lamb, covered with white raiment, 
and branches of palm-tree in their hands. 
And they cry with a loud voice, ſaying, Sal- 
vation to our God, who fits upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb! And all the Angels ſtood 
circling the throne, and the Elders, and the 
four Animals, and they fell before the throne 
on their faces, and worſhipped God, ſaying, 
Amen! Blefling and glory, and wiſdom and 
thankſgiving, and honour and power, and 
might to the God of us, unto ages of ages! 
Amen!“ 


And one of the Elders anſwered, ſay ing 
to me, — Theſe who are covered with white 
garments, who are they? and whence came 
they? And I ſaid to him, Lord! Thou 
knoweſt. And he ſaid to me, Theſe are they 
who came out of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes white in the blood of the 
Lamb. For this, they are before the throne 
of God, and they ſerve him day and night 

G 2 in 


1 


in his Temple. And he who ſits upon the 
throne ſhall dwell upon them: — They ſhall 
hunger and thirſt no more, nor ſhall the ſun 
and all heat fall on them. For the Lamb 
in the midſt of the throne will feed them, 
and lead them to the fountains of the waters 
of life, and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.” 


Obſerve Meræ Tevrz after theſe things! By 
theſe words a paule is implied, to ſhew, that 
it all begins again. The four Angels bring 
us back to the four Animals, the fates of the 
word, and the witneſſes of it at all times, and 
in all parts of the world. It concerns the 
Elett, the ſervants of God, and deſcribes 
perſecution and the ſtate of the faithful. — 
The four Angels hold the ſtorms and confine 
them, to ſhew, that God's providence is over 
the faithful, and that he ſays to perſecution 
itſelf, thus far 


Rides in the whirlwind, and direts the florm. 


The 
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The winds ſignify perſecution,—the earth, 
earthly goods and glories, — the ſea, ſpiritual 
merchandiſe, as our Lord ſays in the Goſpel 
of the men whom he called, one went to 
his field, another to his Toa, ſpiritual tra- 
ding and whoring with the world, —The trees 
ſtand for plants in God's garden, religious 
and ſpiritual perſons —The Angel who al- 
cends from the riſe of the ſun, or the day- 
ſpring, is Chriſt himſelf. —For he only has 
the ſeal of the living God, being as St. Paul 
calls him, the very effluence of God's glory, and 
the ſtamp and ſignet of his ſubſtance. What 
is meant by his injunction to the four Angels, 
is, that perſecution ſhall never begin upon 
any one, till he is ſealed by the Spirit, and 
is in the kingdom of Heaven. The 144 
thouſand ſignify the Saints, and ſtand indefi- 
nitely for numbers unlimited, as J ſaid in 
the Introduction. —Iſrael is no more than the 
elett and faithful, the children of repentance 
and faith in all times, and in all parts of the 
world. The tribes are the twelve Apoſtles, 

Ephraim 


18 


Ephraim and Dan excluded, becauſe idolatry 
began in thoſe tribes,—to ſhew that God muſt 
have the heart of a Chriftian. The names 
of the tribes put together, contain ſome ſpiri- 
tual ſentiments, as may be ſeen in Mayer, 
Lightfoot, and Mede, to effett, © that pure 
* worſhip and confeſſion of ſin before God in 
* Chriſt is bleſſed, —that there muſt, be a ſtruggle 
* for vifttory,—and that the reward of faith is 
* exaltation in Chriſt to the right hand of God.” 
Now 


At the ninth verſe, the words Merz vabra 
ſhift the ſcene again, and carry us to the 
manifeſtation of Saints at the laſt day, diſplay- 
ing the honours of the Ele& out of every 
part of the world, not baptized Chriſtians 
only, but penitents every where, and converts 
to God. Mr. Mede muſt not be heard in 
his exceptions to theſe meanings of the words 
Merz Teurz, becauſe he has not found them 
in old Greek books. The inſpired words of 
God are not to be underſtood after any ſuch 


manner, 
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manner, but by the ſpirit, and by the col- 
lected evidence of the ſenſe and the context. 


And one of the Elders anſwered, ſaying to 
me,—This 1s Chriſt, as is plain by the word, 
anſwered, that is to my thoughts, which he 
diſcerned, and therefore the Apoſtle calls him 
Lord. And our Lord receives his homage, 
as being his due, although towards the con- 
cluſion of the book, when he appeared as 
an Angel of wrath, and was diſcovered by 
the Apoſtle and worſhipped, he refuſed his 
worſhip, for reaſons which I have given 
above.—This paſſage has a preſent as well 
as future effect, ſignifying, how even in this 
life Chriſt guards his Elect, taking care, that 
perſecution, the fun and the heat do not 
deſtroy them,—that he takes the ſtings out. of 
their ſufferings, and leads them to the waters 
of life, and wipes the tears off their faces. 


CHAPF. 
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CHAP, VIII. 


* And when he opened the ſeventh Seal, 
there was filence in Heaven about half an 
hour. And I ſaw the ſeven Angels who 
ſtood before the throne, and ſeven trumpets 
were given to them. And another Angel 
came, and ſtood upon the Altar, having a 
golden cenſer. And there was given to him 
much incenſe, that he might give to the 
prayers of all the Saints, upon the Altar 
of gold before the throne. And' the ſmoke 
of the incenſe roſe up with the prayers of 
the Saints, from the hand of the Angel 
before God. And the Angel took the cenſer, 
and filled it with the fire of the Altar, and 
threw it upon the ground, and there were 
thunders, and lightnings, and voices, and 
earthquakes.” 


And 
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And when he opened the ſeventh Seal, there 
was ſilence in Heaven about half an hour.— 
Mede and Lightfoot have referred us here to 
the ſervice of the Temple, where whilſt the 
incenſe was offered, there was filence about 
half an hour. And the learned Thorndike 
admires and applauds this in Mede as very 
ingenious. But what effect is there here? 
It only makes us ſtare, and gives us no ideas. 
Unhappily the filence is over before the in- 
cenſe begins. The truth of the matter is 
this, that the laſt Seal conneAs with the for- 
mer, and deſcribes the perſecuted, and ſeven 
being the number of reſt, and referring alſo 
to the eternal reſt, the ſenſe is, that the per- 
ſecuted have reſt half their lives and times 
upon earth, in Heaven or the divine element. 
Deyn here is the ſame as Avzmzvoig in the Gol- 
pel, —And ſo is it uſed by Theocritus, 


Hvide ory# wev THovrog, oryuvrr Y Ayres, © 
A & eur 8 oye geg evroodev uur. 


H Now 


1090 


Now a new ſcene opens, when the prayers 
of the Saints are kindled.—Had men prayed, 
they would never have turned perſecutors, 
but by the neglect of prayer, and the means 
of grace they perſecute, and bring the wrath 
of God on their own heads. — The ſeven An- 
gels are Angels of wrath, properties of the 
wrath perſonified. — Judgments come upon 
the Church for diſobedience and perſecution, 
then upon the Empire.—Lightnings, thunders, 
ſounds, and earthquakes, ſhew that the Goſ- 
pel through want of faith becomes a law of 
wrath, a miniſtration of death, like the Jewiſh 
Law delivered in terrors from mount Sinai. 
—The Angels prepare themſelves to blow the 
trumpets, — the meaning of which is, that there 
were good times of the Goſpel at it's firſt 
preaching, before men fell away, and perſe- 
cutions came on. 


And the ſeven Angels who had the ſeven 
trumpets prepared to ſound. And the firſt 
ſounded, and there became hail and fire min- 

gled 
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gled with blood. And the third part of the 
earth was burned up, and the third part of 
the trees was burned up, and all the green 
graſs was burned up.” 


The firſt trumpet I take to be deſcriptive 
of the oppoſition given to the faith at it's 
firſt ſettlement in the world. — Hail may well, 
as I find it in an old author quoted by 
Mayer, ſtand for human learning, if Rain, 
whence it is congealed, ſtands as it does, for 
divine teaching and dottrine. —Frre is the 
wrath of God kindled in man, and in the 
nations of the world, whence bloody ſlaughter 


1s made of the firſt Chriſtians by the earthly 


powers.—This is expreſſed by fire falling on 
the earth.—The war and oppoſition from phi- 
loſophy and human learning, is expreſſed by 


hail —The third and the third and the third _ 


of the earth, and the trees, and the graſs, 
denote the havock made of the firſt Chriſtians 


in their goods, their lives, and their faith. 
H 2 This 
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This ſenſe of trees and graſs is not unuſual 
in the Prophets, implying devout perſons of 
different degrees. 


© And the ſecond Angel ſounded, and as 
it were, a great mountain burning with fire 
was caſt into the ſea : and the third of the ſea 
became blood, and there periſhed the third 
of the creatures, who had their living in the 
ſea, and the third of the veſſels periſhed.” 


The mountain burning with fire is to be 
underſtood of the Chriſtian faith become a 
fire of wrath, not of love.—It is called by 
the Prophet, the mountain of the houſe of the 
Lord ;—by our Saviour, a cih hult upon a 
mountain. It was thrown into the ſea, that 
is, Chriſtianity became a ſpiritual merchan- 
diſe. The ſea, an emblem of commerce, as 
was ſaid before, from our Lord's own words, 
meaning ſpiritual traffic and merchandiſe.— 
Thence it is turned into blood, human paſſions 
and natural luſts, which it ought to have 

cured.— 
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cured. And judgments fall on the Church 


and it's rulers, who had their lives in the 


ſea, and they are corrupted, and undergo a 
ſpiritual death. 


* And the third Angel ſounded, and there 
fell from Heaven a great ſtar burning as a 
torch, and it fell upon the third of the rivers, 
and upon the fountains of the waters. And 
the name of the ſtar is called wormwood, and 
many of the men died from the waters, for 
they were rendered bitter.” | 


The conſequence of ſpiritual trading is 
corrupt doctrine ſet forth by this trumpet, 
ſuch as Ariamſm, coſtly ceremonies, &c.— 
This is plain from the great ſtar, ſtars in our 
Lord's own explanation, being the Angels or 
Paſtors of Churches, and fo ſtanding for 
doctrine.— It burned like a torch, being a 
doctrine of wrath, which denied and rejected 
the power of God's word. —The rivers and 
the waters are the Goſpel doctrines, which 
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become wormwood, bitterneſs.— It was an an- 
cient cuſtom to put wormwood on the breaſts 
of nurſes, to keep children from ſucking.— 
So inſtead of drawing from the Church the 
milk of God's word, the people imbibed falſe 
and poiſonous dottrines, which did not go 
to clear them from the corruptions of their 
nature, but left the bitter and malignant pro- 
perties of the fallen ſpirit in their full force. 
—Whence it was that men, (the men, that is, 
concerned ) periſhed by imbibing falſe and 
uſeleſs dottrines. 


* And the fourth Angel ſounded, and the 
third of the ſun was ſtruck, and the third 
of the moon, and the third of the ſtars, and 
the third of them was darkened, and the day 
appeared not in the third of them, and the 
night likewiſe.” | 


The conſequence of corruptions worldly 
and doctrinal, is, that univerſal darkneſs over- 
runs the Church, and there is ſcarce a diſ- 
tinction 
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tinction to be diſcovered between truth and 
falſhood. The ſun is a type of Chriſt or the 
Goſpel, the moon of the Church, as is plain 
from the woman 1n the twelfth chapter, who 
had the moon beneath her feet, —and ſo in 
the Pſalms of Chriſt's kingdom prevailing, as 
long as the moon endureth. The ſtars are the 
teachers, paſtors, and miniſters. This ſtate 
eminently fulfilled in the fifth century. Mr. 
Mede and others apply theſe four trumpets 
to convulſions in the empire, and converſions 
of it, which cannot poſſibly be admitted for 
this reaſon, becauſe the deſtruction of the 
empire 1s included under the woes, which fol- 
low, the two firſt woes, I mean, which con- 
clude the fates both of the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern empire. And it is farther evident 
by that prelude, as it were the voice of one 
eagle flying between heaven and earth. The 
eagle being the known ſtandard of the Ro- 
man empire, alluded to by our Lord himſelf, 
where the carcaſe is, there will the eagles be 
gathered, I ſay it would be impoſſible for 

the 
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the troubles of the empire being of the ſame 
kind to be denounced firſt without the epi- 
phonema of woes, and afterwards with them. 
And therefore the calamities of the Imperial 
ſtate cannot begin till under the fifth trumpet. 


And I ſaw and heard one eagle flying 
in mid Heaven, ſaying with a loud voice, 
Woe, woe, woe, to thoſe who dwell upon 
earth, from the other voices of the trumpet 
of the three Angels who are to ſound.” 


The one cagle denominates the Weſtern 
empire, and ſhews alſo the misfortunes to 
come upon the Eaſtern by Turks and Sara- 
cens, under the ſecond woe. 
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* And the fifth Angel ſounded, and I faw 
a ſtar out of Heaven fallen to the earth.— 
And the key was given to it of the pit of 
the 
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the abyſs: and it opened the pit of the abyſs.” 
Falſe dottrine and depraved ſuperſtition, and 
the introduction of Arianiſm leaves the ſoul 
in corrupt nature without the power of Chriſt, 
and withdraws God's grace and protection 
from the Chriſtian empire. * And the ſmoke 
arofe out of the pit, as the ſmoke of a great 
furnace, and the ſun was darkened, and the 
air out of the ſmoke of the pit.“ There is 
darkneſs in the Church and the air, or that 
ſpiritual life which men ought to breathe. 
And out of the ſmoke went forth locuſts 
upon the earth, and power was given them, 
as the ſcorpions of the earth have power.“ 
Locuſts and darkneſs went together as a 
plague upon old Egypt. As a judgment on 
falſe Religion, Arianiſm above all, which was 
very prevalent in the empire. The Locuſts, 
Goths and Vandals infeſt and ſting it. They 
wound the empire, but do not deſtroy it. 
And it was given to them not to hurt the 
graſs of the field, nor any green thing, except 
the men who have not the ſeal of God in their 
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forcheads.” They come as a judgment upon 
Arians and faithleſs Chriſtians, and there are 
none upon earth at that time, who are either 
{ſealed by the ſpirit, or plants of Paradiſe. 
And it was given to them not to kill them, 
but to torment them five months.” They. did 
not deſtroy the empire, but harraſſed it. The 
five months are months of years, 150 years. 
he times computed from the eighteenth 
year of Honorius, when the Goths began to 
{warm in Italy under Radagiſus, unto Totilas, 
the laſt king of the Goths, will appear to 
be about 150 years. See Mayer, p. 348. 
And their ſtinging is as the ſting of a ſcor- 
pion when he wounds a man.“ They hurt 
like ſcorpions, whoſe ſtings pain not till after 
ſome days: becauſe the Goths came in as 
friends under Valens, and proved moſt faith- 
leſs and deſtructive enemies. And in thoſe 
days men ſhall ſeek for death and not find it, 
and ſhall deſire to die, and death ſhall fly 
from them.” This may allude to the torments 


uſed by the Goths upon the inhabitants of 
ö the 
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the empire.—Such as goading them with iron 
pricks, when tied to the tails of horſes, and 
dragging them, —when death might well be 
ſaid to fly from them. And the likeneſs 
of the locuſts is like horſes prepared for the 
battle.” The Goths, that is, are as fierce as 
the Turks, repreſented by horſes in the next 
woe, and under the next ſeal. And upon 
their heads as it were, crowns like gold.'— 
They were poor nations, and ſought riches 
and wealth by their conqueſts. * And their 
faces as the faces of men.“ They had nothing 
human about them but the human face di- 
vine. And they had hair as the hair of 
women.“ A peculiar mark of the Northern 
nations, who wore long hair as a token of 
liberty. Four hundred years together there 
was no barber at Rome, the firſt being carried 
thither from Sicily by Ticimus Mænas, A. 
UC: 4 54, after which time, it was eſteemed 
a mark of barbarity and extreme deſolation 
to let the hair grow, as Auguſtus did after 
the defeat of Varus. And their teeth were 
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as of lions. They devoured and deſtroyed 
like the Saracens and Moors of Afric, who 
follow under the next ſeal, and thus theſe 
ſimilitudes connect both the woes, and enſure 
the authority of either deſcription. * And 
they had breaſt-plates as iron breaſt- plates. 
They came from countries where there was 
iron, but no gold, as Tacitus has related of 
Germany in his time. And the voice of 
their wings as a voice of chariots, many hor- 
ſes running into battle.” They made as much 
noiſe in the world, as the Turks who follow. 
Their wings are their ſhouts and cries, like 
the em mrepoerra of Homer. And they 
have tails like ſcorpions, and ſtings in their 
| tails.” They come in like a ſcorpion's tail 
folded up, few in number, and when they 
turn againſt the empire, pour in with innu- 
merable multitudes, —letting out their tails, 
The tail, as appears from the book, where 
the Devil is ſaid to have drawn after him 
a third part of Heaven with his tail, (chapter 
twelfth) ſignifies multitudes. © A power is 
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given them to harm men five months.” Re- 
peated, becauſe they finiſh their courſe and 
have their hiſtory witneſſed twice. And 
they have over them a kirig, the Angel of 
the abyſs, his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 
but in the Greek he has the name of Apol- 
lyon.“ They came out of the wrath of God 
as a judgment, and their character was to 
deſtroy. Abaddon and Apollyon both ſignify 
the Deſtroyer. The Angel of the abyſs is 
the Devil, King or God of the abyſs, or the 
wrath and fallen nature. He is called Abad- 
don in Hebrew,—in the ſpirit of the thing, 
he executes God's wrath upon Jew Chriſtians, 
when the Greeks or Gentiles of the world 
ſee nothing more in that viſitation but de- 
ſtruction and miſchief, being blind to the 
judgments of God. Mr. Mede imagines the 


locuſts to repreſent Saracens, which cannot 
be, becauſe they follow under the next ſeal, 
being of the ſame race with the Turks, and 
included in the two myriads of myriads, 
Turks and Saracens, Secondly, becauſe the 

two 
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two capital events in modern hiſtory are the 
Mahometan Empire, Turks and Saracens, and 
the incurſions of Goths and Vandals.—Third- 
ly, becauſe the deſcription ſuits well with the 
Goths, and not with the Saracens, it being 
impoſſible to mention Goths and Vandals, 
without ſuggeſting ideas of devaſtation: and 
ruin. Fourthly, becauſe the Gothic irruptions 
would have been improperly paſſed by, did 
this deſcription belong to the Saracens.—All 
Mr. Mede's fine learning here about Abad- 
don is miſplaced, and of no account.—I have 
only to add what I find in the books, that 
five months is the natural term of the locuſts 
ravening, which gives additional luſtre to the 
150 years of the Goths' depredations. 


The firſt woe is paſt. Behold! there 
come yet two woes after theſe. And the fixth 
Angel founded, and I heard a voice from 
the four horns of the golden Altar before 
God, ſaying to the ſixth Angel who holds 
the trumpet, Let looſe the four Angels bound 
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at the great river Euphrates.“ The Goths 
are ſcattered and gone; their woe 1s paſt, 
and there remain only two woes equal to 
theirs, the Mahometan conqueſts, and the laſt 
day. The voice comes from the four horns 
of the golden altar, to ſhew a Jewiſh or ſelf- 
religion rifing in Mahomet. The four Angels 
expreſs the four great branches of the Maho- 
metan power, Saracens, Turks, Arabs, and 
Tartars, with four Devils at the head of them. 
The river Euphrates was the boundary of 
theſe barbarians, which they never paſſed be- 
fore the time of Heraclius, who called in the 
Saracens to help him in his war againſt the 
Perſians, but being diſcharged by him without 
their pay, they joined the Arabians and in- 
vaded the empire. The Euphrates deſcends 
from the mountains of Armenia, and runs 
through the midit of Chaldza and Babylon. 
* And the four Angels were let looſe, who 
were prepared for an hour, a day, a month, 
and a year.” Theſe words expreſs a gradual 
increaſe of the Turkiſh power from the Go- 
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thic times, till it became ſtrong and ſettled, 
and obtained permanency, when they over- 
threw the Saracens at the ſiege of Bagdad, 
A. D. 1057, which interval to the taking 
of Conſtantinople, A. D. 1453, according 
to Mede 1s included in the numbers an hour, 
a day, a month, and a year, if we take a day 
for one, a month for go, and a year for 365 
years, which is the preciſe time which inter- 
vened between the capture of both cities, and 
conſiſts of 396 years. That they might kill 
the third of the men.“ That they might exe- 
cute God's judgments on the fallen Chriſtians 
of the empire. And the number of the 
armies of their horſemen, two myriads of my- 
riads. Again obſerve definite ſums for inde- 
finite numbers. Every one has heard of the 
Turkiſh cavalry, and the numbers they have 
at times brought into the field exceed all 
belief. Bajazet was once in the field with 
500,000, and Tamerlane with 1,300,000. *© I 
heard their number.” That is two myriads 
to denote the Turks and Saracens. That is 

evident 
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evident I think from the two myriads. And 
thus I ſaw the horſes in the viſion, and thoſe 
who ſat on them having breaſt-plates of fire, 
and hyacinth, and ſulphur.” The breaſt-plates 
in the preceding deſcription declared from 
whence the Goths came,—they declare here 
whence the Turks came, and their Religion 
with them out of nature, and the wrathful 
abyſs in the human ſoul. If a man was ever 
in a paſſion, he may eaſily conceive what is 
meant by the fire, jacinth, and ſulphur. And 
the heads of the horſes as the heads of lions.” 
Authors of a Religion, like the lion of the 
tribe of Judah. And from their mouths go 
out fire and ſmoke, and ſulphur.” Marks of 
their Religion, a Religion of ſelf and wrath. 
Out of Chriſt's mouth went a two-edged 
{word, or his word, which St. Paul likens to 
a two-edged ſword. Out of their mouth goes 
wrath a ſelfiſh Religion, which diſcards the 
doctrines of redemption and regeneration in 
Chriſt, and ſerves an abſolute God without 
Mediator and Redeemer. Mr. Mede applies 
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theſe terms fire, ſmoke, and ſulphur, to the 
uſe of cannon guns lately invented and em- 
ployed by the Turks, and hence I ſuppoſe 
Milton his fellow collegian took his hint, and 
introduced cannon into the wars in Heaven, 
and gave his Angels the honour of the inven- 
tion, which to ſay the leaſt, is puerile. From 
theſe three plagues were ſlain a third of the 
men.“ Of the men concerned, Chriſtians of 
the empire, from the fire, and the ſmoke, and 
the ſulphur, which went out of their mouths. 
The word plague implies innovation in Reli- 
gion, or a new Religion, as is plain from the 
application of it afterwards, to the effects of 
the Reformation on the Church of Rome. 
And thus all Chriſtians who embraced the 
Mahometan Religion loſt the redeeming pow- 
ers of Chriſt, and fell into the hopeleſs ſtate 
of fallen nature. © For the power of the 
horſe is in their mouths, —they preach a ſelf- 
ſtate,—an abſolute God, a Religion of nature, 
and in their tails: For their tails are like 
ſerpents, having heads to them, and in them 

they 
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they harm.“ Their multitudes having heads 
preach God and Mahomet, like ſerpents, be- 
cauſe were the Devils horſed as they were, 
they would ſpread no better a Religion, and 
they do the miſchief not ſo much by their 
multitudes, as by a ſeducing ſyſtem of Reli- 
gion, which accommodates itſelf to the pride 
and Juſt of human nature. Scorpions ſuit 
well with the Northern nations, being very 
common in France,—ſerpents with the Turks, 
being ſo venemous in their countries. And 
the reſt of the men, — Chriſtians of the em- 
pire,—* who were not deſtroyed by theſe 
plagues, neither repented of the works of 
their hands, ſo as not to worſhip Saints, and 
Idols of gold and filver, and braſs, and ſtone, 
and wood, which can neither ſee, nor hear, 
nor walk, nor did they repent of their mnr- 


ders, nor of their jugglings, nor of their 
whoredoms, nor of their thefts.” Here we 
have the deſcription of the progreſs and eſta- 
bliſhment of Popery during all the Turkiſh 
times. Here is enumeration of it's particular 
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frauds and impoſtures, ſuch as worſhip of 
Saints, ſhrines cf Idols, —the malicious pro- 
ſecution of all it's opponents, of the faithful 
witneſſes whenever they appeared, —their tri- 
fling with the Sacraments, and jugglings with 
the Communion, —their whoredoms with the 
world, and facrilegious abuſe and waſte of 
Church goods, all which had come to it's full 
height in no long time after the Gothic inva- 
ſions. Popery is thus at it's flouriſhing point 
from 'the ſeventh century, when the Turks 
begin their career in the ſeventh century, and 
goes on increaſing in power, arrogance, art, 
cruelty, craft, ſubtlety, perſecution of Saints, 
falſe doctrine, and depraved ſuperſtition, and 
worldly luſt and wickednels of every degree, 
from the æra of the Mahometan conqueſts to 
the ſiege of Bagdad, and then to that of Con- 
ſtantinople, which 1s evidently marked under 
the fixth vial of wrath, when by the flight of 
the learned Greeks; who took refuge in the 
Weſt and in Italy, learning is revived by their 
means, and paves the way to the Reforma- 

tion. 
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tion. The corruptions of the Roman Church, 


and the abominable lives, arts, and tyrannies 
of the Popes may be ſeen very ſhortly and 
ſuccinctly yet fully detailed, in the ſecond 
volume of Gavin's Maſter-key to Popery, which 
1 mention, as having the book by me whilſt 
I am writing. Thus we have the ſecular ex- 
ternal hiſtory of Chriſtianity, carried from 
the firſt to the fifteenth century, and the ſiege 
and ſack of Conſtantinople, A. D. 1453.— 
The four Angels who trumpet, take in four 
centuries, and deſcribe the corruptions of the 
Church, as they particularly prevailed in each 
century. — The preparation of the Angels 
includes the firſt century.—The ſecond cen- 
tury is characteriſed by oppoſition from hu- 
man learning, and perſecution from earthly 
powers. The true ſtate whereof may be ſeen 
with ſufficient ſatisfaction, even in ſo light 
a book as Moſheim.—The third was noto- 
rious for ſpiritual merchandiſe, ceremonies 
being multiplied to a great degree in that 
century, wealth, gold and filver, and all bad- 
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ges of luxury being then become objects of 
eccleſiaſtic ambition. — The fourth was re- 
markable for the Arian Hereſy, which pre- 
vailed to a very ſhocking degree, and in 
judgment whereon, the Goths and Vandals 
were ſent on the Empire.—The fifth brought 
in ſuperſtition and darkneſs, and depravity 
of every kind in worſhip, dottrine, and prac- 
tice. See Moſheim, v. 1, p. 382, whoſe 
words I cite, © We ſhall not enter here into 
particular account of the public ſupplica- 
« tions, the holy pilgrimages, the ſuperſtitious 
* ſervices paid to departed fouls; the mul- 
* tiplication of temples, altars, penitential 
« garments, and a multitude of other circum- 
* ſtances, which ſhewed the decline of genu- 
eine piety, and the corrupt darkneſs which 
* was eclipſing the luſtre of primitive Chriſti- 
g anity.”—Then the Goths prevailed to the 
end of the ſixth century.—To them the Turks 
ſucceeded by a gradual increaſe of power, 
after many checks and defeats, and the hiſtory 
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is carried from their riſe in the ſeventh cen- 
tury, through all their times for ſeven centu- 
ries more, to the ſiege and capture of Con- 
ſtantinople, and the times of the Reformation, 
under the ſixth vial of wrath. 
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* And I ſaw another Angel of ſtrength 
deſcending from Heaven, covered with a 
cloud. And the rainbow upon his head. And 
his face as the ſun, and his feet as pillars of 
fire. And he had in his hand a little book 
open : and he ſet his right foot upon the 
ſea, and his left upon the earth; and he cried 
with a loud voice as a lion roars. Now 
follows an interior hiſtory of Popery during 
all the Turkiſh times, for ſeven centuries till 
the Reformation. The corruptions of Chriſ- 
tianity by the worldly arts of the Popes, and 
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the odious abuſes which were made by them 
of Chriſtian Religion, and which prevailed 
and continued to the Reformation. —Theſe 
are all ſo offenſive to Almighty God, that 
as another judgment on the Church, he per- 
mitted the Apoſtacy from Chriſtianity which 
was made by Mahomet, and the afflictions the 
Turks brought on the empire; and had it 
not been for his covenant guarantied by the 
rainbow, there would have been univerſal 
deſtruction of the world. —The Angel is our 
Saviour : he deſcends from Heaven, becaule 
his Religion ceaſes to be a kingdom of Hea- 
ven.—He is covered with a cloud, to ſignify 
that his glory is obſcured. —The rainbow on 
his head declares his divinity.—His face like 
the ſun declares his luſtre to be always bright. 
—His feet like pillars of fire threaten, that 
he would tread down his enemies in his 
wrath.— The very little book denotes the 
meanneſs and miſery of the Papal ſyſtem.— 
Open, becauſe he alone could unfold it's 
crafts and iniquities. He ſtands upon earth 
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and /ea, earthly power and ſpiritual merchan- 
diſe, which in the uſurpation of Rome had 
ſubverted his Church.—He crics with a loud 
voice as he did when he expired on the croſs, 
roaring with indignation like a lion, the lion 
of the tribe of Juda. And when he had cried, 
the ſeven thunders uttered their voices.,—— 
This alludes to the earthquake at his death, 
and implies, that the wrath of God is awa- 
kened in the ſeven properties of it, and that 
judgment is to come in vengeance on falſe 
Religion. —* And when the ſeven thunders 
ſpoke, I was about to write. And I heard 
a voice ſaying from Heaven, Seal what the 
ſeven thunders have ſpoken, and write them 
not.“ The voice comes from Heaven, bidding 
him ſeal the purport of the thunders, becauſe 
they were marks and indications of wrath, 
which is not of Chriſt's eſſence and character. 
The ſeven thunders ſealed and not written, 
as not to have their effect then, but in the 
days of the ſeventh Angel, when he is about 
to trumpet, that is, in days and times drawing 


4 on 


( B2 ) 


on upon the end of the world, evidently 
point to the ſeven vials of wrath, poured out 
upon the Roman Church at the Reformation, 
and propheſy and preſignify of them; the 
addreſs and artifice, by which all the parts 
of this book are joined and interwoven into 
each other, is very admirable.— And the 
Angel whom I ſaw ſtanding upon the ſea and 
the earth, lifted up his right hand upon Hea- 
ven, and {wore in him who lives for ever and 
ever, who created the Heaven, and the things 
in it, that the time ſhall not be yet, but in 
the days of the voice of the ſeventh Angel, 
when he is about to ſound, and the myſtery 
of God finiſhes, as he revealed it to his ſer- 
vants the Prophets. Our Lord by treading 
with his right foot upon the land, and with 
his left upon the ſea, imports his indignation 
againſt earthly power and ſpiritual merchan- 
diſe in his Church, which he is going to 
deſcribe.— The deſcription tallies with the 
deſcription of the Angel in the laſt chapter 
of Daniel. The woes and judgments ſounded 

by 
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by the ſeven thunders, are put off and de- 
ferred till the laſt times of the world, the 
times of the ſeven vials of wrath. It is ſaid, 
when he is about to ſound, whereby is implied, 
times which are nigh upon the laſt day,—and 
when the myſtery of God finiſhes, not is finiſhed, 
as the word eraxzoby ſhould ſignify, but is upon 
finiſhing, draws to it's concluſion. 


* And the voice which I heard from Hea- 
ven, again ſpoke to me, and ſaid, Come, take 
the little book that is open in the hand of the 
Angel ſtanding upon the earth and ſea. And 
I went to the Angel, ſaying to him, give me 
the book, and he ſays unto me, take and eat 
it, and it ſhall be bitter in your belly, and in 
your mouth it ſhall be ſweet as honey. And 
I took the book from the hand of the Angel, 
and cat it; and it was in my mouth as honey 
ſweet, and when I eat it my belly was imbit- 
tered. And he ſays to me, you muſt prophecy 
again of people, nations, tongues, and many 


kings.“ The voice comes from Heaven, which 
L 2 | bids 
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bids him take the book, becauſe it could not 
come well out of the hands of our Lord.— 
It is ſweet in his mouth, as being the word 
of God, bitter in his belly, as being corrupted 
and changed, turned itſelf into wormwood, 
leaving all the bitterneſs of the ſoul in it's 
full height of malignity.—He is to propheſy 
over again, to give the interior hiſtory of the 
Papal Church, and the clue of it's myſterious 
iniquities. 


1 


And a reed was given to me like a ſtaff, 
the word of God in it's adminiſtration, ought 
to have been powerful as a ſtaff, the iron rod, 
but through fin and corruption is no more 
than a reed in the hands of thoſe who admi- 
niſter it. — Ac put abſolutely, as he was 
ſpeaking.—* Arife !'—Chriſtianity now is re- 


viewed from it's beginning. —* And meaſure 
the Temple of God, and the Altar, and thoſe 
who 
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who are worſhipping in it.“ Take a ſurvey 
of the real and faithful worſhippers of God, 
in the power of Chriſt's ſacrifice, and ſatis- 
faction for ſin.ä— And the outward court of 
the Temple throw out, and do not meaſure 
it, for it is abandoned to the Gentiles. —Take 
no notice of the mere external profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, which is of no ſignification in 
the fight of God, as it ſtands men in no ſtead, 
and cannot effect their redemption.—* And 


they ſhall tread down the holy city, —infult- 


the true ſervice of Chriſtianity, and neglea 
it —* months forty-two. And I will give” 
of my ſpirit © to my two witneſſes, and they 
ſhall propheſy 1260 days cloathed in ſack- 
cloth. Theſe are the two olive-trees,”* the 
Law and the Goſpel, Moſes and Jeſus, and the 


faithful preachers of them, * and the two can- 


dleiticks,' the two Churches Jewiſh and Chriſ- 
tian, which ſtand before the Lord of the 
earth. And if any one is willing to harm 
them, fire goes out of their mouths,” obſerve ! 
how this proves and confirms the ſimilar de- 

ſcription 
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ſcription of the Mahometan Religion, * and 
conſumes the enemies of them. — That is, if 
men neglett the Law and the Goſpel, and 
the word in the Preachers, they continue in 
ſin, and in the wrath of God, and loſe the 
ſaving and ſanctifying powers and purpoſes 
of them, and Chriſt's blood is trampled under 
ſoot.— And if any one wills to harm them, 
ſo muſt he be deſtroyed,” that is, if men do 
not honour and obſerve them, they periſh in 
fin. Mind this word harm, 43mysz, the ſame 
expreſſion that is applied above to the wine 
and oil in the third ſeal, and to the ſame 
effect, whereby the truth of my interpretation 
of that paſſage is confirmed, and illuſtrated.— 
They have power to ſhut the Heavens, that 
it rain not the days of their prophecy. — An 
expreſſion from the Prophets to this purport, 
that contempt of the word may bring tem- 
poral judgments, drought and famine.— And 
they have power over the waters to turn them 
into blood, and to ſtrike the earth with every 


plague, as often as they will.—An alluſion 
to 
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to a plague of Ægypt, the meaning is, that 
if men refuſe and contemn the word of God, 
they continue in fin, and in corrupted huma- 
nity, and die unredeemed.—* And when they 
finiſh their teſtimony,” —that is, whilſt they 
preach the word, and their teſtimony goes on, 
* the beaſt who comes up from the abyls,— 
worldly-minded men through luſt and ambi- 
tion, which ſpring from the corrupt depths 
of fin in the ſoul ſhall hate them, — ſhall 
make war againſt them, and conquer them, 
and flay them, —ſome how or other, — and 
the fall of them,'—the effects of their teſti- 
mony every way,—* is upon the ſtreets, — 
where they are trodden down in the broad 
way, and by thoſe who walk it, as the mire 
of the ſtreets, ſo are they trampled upon and 
mal-treated, from Iſaiah, chap. 10, ver. vi.— 
And our Lord ſays of himſelf and his wit- 
neſles,—* nor ſhall the voice of their com- 
plaint be heard in the ſtreets, —They ſhall 
endure with patience, but their perſecutors 
thall pay for it,—* of the great city,'—great 
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in compariſon with the little city of the Saints 
not a city of walls and houſes, but a temper 
and conſtitution of ſpirit, © which is called 
ſpiritually, —not Babylon which would appro- 
priate the deſcription to the Roman Church, 
whereas this is a general abſtract view of the 
temper and ſpirit in a corrupted Church 
every where, and before Papal times, as well 
as after, and wherever therefore there is this 
ſpirit predominant, when they call the Roman 
Church Babylon, they may take choice to 


themſelves of Sodom and Agypt,—* Sodom 


and Ægypt, —falſe luſt and perſecution,— 
* where'—enxs that is, by which conſtitution of 
mind and ſpirit, as in chap. 2, ver. xiv. cas 
where Satan dwells, in which ſpirit of murder 
that is Satan dwells.—And ſo afterwards of 
the woman, das ext, ene, in which ſtate ſhe 
has.—* And of the people, tribes, tongues, 
and nations,'—wherever that is the Law and 
the Goſpel are at any time faithfully preach- 
ed, and the Preachers perſecuted. —* Some 
ſee' with pleaſure © the fall of them days three 

and 
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and a half,'—their perſecuted ſtate all their 
life, three years and a half including Chriſt's 
life of miniſtry, and thence containing the 
life of his ſervants, and alſo the whole times 
of his Goſpel. — And they will not let their 
fall, —their weight and effect, —“ to be put in 
monument, — vill not even let their works be 
publiſhed.— And they who dwell upon earth, 
—earthly-minded men,—* rejoice over them, 
and will be glad, and will ſend preſents to 
each other,'—compliment one another in the 
deſtruction of them, —* becauſe theſe two Pro- 
phets, —Moſes and Jeſus, in the Law and the 
Goſpel adminiſtered by Chriſt's fervants,— 
*were a torment to thoſe who dwell upon 
earth, —to earthly-minded men.—* And after 
the three years and a half,” that is, after their 
trials, or when they are dead,—* the ſpirit of 
life from God entered them, — God aſſerts 
their character, and makes their name live.— 
And they ſtood on their feet, — their real 
worth is allowed. — And great fear fell upon 


thoſe who conſidered them,'—men ought to 
M have 
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have feared for themſelves, for their own im- 
piety and impenitence, upon the contempla- 
tion of their courſe and conduct.— And I 
heard a loud voice from Heaven ſaying to 
them, Get up hither, and they aſcended in 
the cloud, —in the chariot of faith, the Meſ- 


ſiah's chariot, a cloud ſupported by four glo- 


bular wheels, hooped all round, moving all 
ways, and directed by four cherubs or myſ- 
tical figures repreſenting faith, for without 
faith the word cannot run, finely deſcribed in 
Lightfoot.— And their enemies conſidered 
them, —or ought to have conſidered, why and 
upon what cauſe they had ſo trampled upon 
them, and treated them with ſuch inſolence, 
ſcorn, and malice. — © And in that hour, — 
whenever this ſhould happen, — there was a 
great earthquake, — men feared the conſe- 
quences of irreligion in an earthly and world- 
ly life. —© And the tenth of the city fell,'— 
the falſe ſpirituality or Antichriſt erected in 
honour upon the tenth, the tithe, the decimæ, 
and worldly wealth, title and glory in the 

Church 
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Church fell, would loſe it's credit. — And 
there were ſlain in the earthquake, names of 
men ſeven thouſand.'—That is, men through 
ſin and diſobedience periſh by means of the 
earthly life and ſpirit, in great and infinite 
multitudes, in the ſeven properties of the 
wrath, and of fallen nature during the thou- 
ſand years, or all the times of the Chriſtian 
Church. Mr. Mede's learning here about 
the city of Rome, and the tenth part of it, 
is pitiful indeed. —* And the reſt were full 
of fear, —or ought to have been, — and gave 
glory to the God of Heaven, —or ought to 
have done ſo. 


The woe the ſecond is gone, —the Turk- 
iſh power, and incluſively and myſtically the 
carthly Paradiſe goes on to the end, to the 
laſt day, and the manifeſtation of Chriſt in 
the ſeventh chiliad.—* Behold! the third woe 
comes quickly, —it ought to be attended to 
as if it did. —* And the ſeventh Angel lound- 
ed, and there were great noiſes in the heaven, 

2 ſay ing, 
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ſaying, the kingdom of the world is come, of 
our Lord and his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign 
for ever and ever.—And the twenty-four El- 
ders, who in the preſence of God fat on their 
ſeats, fell on their faces, and worſhipped God, 
ſaying, we give thanks to thee, Lord God 
Almighty, who was, and is, — not who is to 
come, for he 1s now come,—* that you have 
taken up your great power and reigned.'— 
The deſcription here of the laſt day is very 
ſimple in compariſon with the former, and 
with reaſon, becauſe the nearer the truth is, 
the more the coverings and figures of it are 
rendered uſeleſs, as the Baptiſt ſaid, I muſt 
decreaſe, but he muſt increaſe.— And the 
nations have been enraged, have continued 
in fin, in the wrath and fallen nature, and 
made no profit of thy merciful diſpenſat ions 
in the Goſpel. —Obſerve how the words in 
the præter tenſe, w Tz dy wywolyrey confirm 
thoſe words of like import in chapter 20, 
ver. X,—« Gu ee tri To Ng.“ And your 
wrath is come, and the ſeaſon of the dead 

to 
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to be judged, and for you to give a reward to 
your ſervants, Prophets, and Saints, and thoſe 
who fear thy name, ſmall and great, and to 
deſtroy the deſtroyers of the earth.'—The laſt 

day 1s come, when men are manifeſted as 
they have made themſelves on earth, and 
there is a ſeparation made of things, and they 
are diſpoſed to their right places. — And the 
Temple of God was opened in the Heaven, 
and the Ark of the Covenant was ſcen in 
his Temple, and there were lightnings, and 
ſounds, and thunders, and earthquake, and 
great hail.—In this chapter we have had a 
general view of the word and the witneſſes, 
which general view tallies and ſquares in per- 
fett concordance with the general view of the 
Goſpel in the ſeven ſeals, which prepares and 
prefaces the particular hiſtory of the Church 
in the Trumpets, as this does of the Papal 


interior ſtory.— We have now Judaiſm, or 
a Jewiſh ſtate of things in the Church ſet 
forth by a diſplay of the Ark, and ſuch ſounds 


and 
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and noiſes as formed the accompaniment, to 
the utterance and delivery of the Jewiſh Law, 
and we have the riſe of the Antichriſtian 
kingdom deſcribed. 


I. 


And a great wonder was ſcen in the Hea- 
ven, a Woman, who had the ſun for her 
mantle, —the Church, the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
typified by the Sun, the light of the world, — 
* and the Moon beneath her feet,'—treading 
upon the temporal eſtabliſhment,—* and upon 
her head a crown of twelve ſtars, —Apoſtles, 
and being big, ſhe cries out pained and 
in torment to bring forth, —to expreſs the 
troubles and afflictions, which beſet the faith 
in it's infancy.—* And there was another ſign 
in Heaven, and behold! a great red Dragon, 
having ſeven heads and ten horns, the ſeven 


heads are the ſeven properties of the wrath, 


the ten horns the five ſenſes of fallen nature 
oratified 
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gratified, as if they were double beyond na- 
tural deſire.— And his tail draws a third of 
the ſtars of Heaven, and he threw them upon 
the earth, — he drew off a hoſt or third hier- 
archy of Angels from their allegiance to 
God, whereby the Devils are in the world, 
having been their kingdom. — And the Dra- 
gon ſtood before the Woman who was in la- 
bour, that when ſhe ſhall have brought forth, 
he may devour her child, and ſhe brought 
forth a male child, who is to rule all nations 
with a rod of iron. And her child, —Chrilt 
that 18,—* was ſnatched away unto God, and 
to his throne.—And the Woman fled into 
the wilderneſs.'—The Church, or the true 
worſhippers ſerve God in ſecret, and are not 
known nor acknowledged by the world, like 
the ſcape-goat diſmiſſed unſeen into the de- 


fart —* Where ſhe has a place,'—rozcy, as our 
Lord ſays in the Goſpel, I go eraparm to 
prepare a place for you, that is the element 
of God, a tate of being, —»28—* where'—in 
which ſtate of inward and fpiritual ſervice, 

he 
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me lives in and with God.— That ſhe may 
be nouriſhed there 1260 days, —or the whole 
times of the Goſpel. —© And there was war 
in Heaven, Michael and his Angels fighting 


with the Dragon. When that is Chriſt ſtood 


his fiery trial in his agony, and was ſtrength- 
ened by an Angel.—* And the Dragon warred 
and his Angels, and prevailed not, becauſe 
Chriſt brought his love property into the 
wrath, and quenched the Devil's element of 
the fire, devoid of the love-ſpirit in the fallen 
ſoul.—For he was in Heaven though upon 
earth, in Paradiſe, and in the divine element, 
which is the body and blood of God and of 
Chriſt, and out of which the firſt man had 
in part his firſt body, and which body and 
blood is or ought to be received in the Sacra- 
ment.——Men think that God is pure mind, 
becauſe they can form a mental idea and ap- 
prehenſion of an all- perfect, all-ſufficient, and 
. all-mighty Being, but our Saviour has ſaid, 
that © God is a Spirit, which implies ſubſtance | 
like the air we breathe, and there muſt there- 

fore 
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fore be a divine element, whereof the air is 
the external emblem and figure. — Our Sa- 
viour declares himſelf alſo to be in Heaven, 
when upon earth, ſaying, —“ I am from above, 
I am not out of this world.—* Neither was 
place found for him more in Heaven.'—Be- 
cauſe the Devil was created in the greateſt 
perfection, and by his rebellion and apollacy 
from God and Chriſt, he ſunk not into fleſh 
and blood, as man did at the fall, but into 
the real unmixed wrath in the ſeven proper- 
ties, and therefore he loſes God and Chriſt, 
and is baniſhed Heaven for ever.— And the 
great Dragon, the old Serpent, who ſeduces 
the whole world, was thrown upon the earth, 
and his Angels were thrown with him.'— 
Chriſt that is, ſhut him out of the divine ele- 
ment in his Paſſion, as he ſays himſelf, Nuv 
o Ap) Ts No T8T8 EA. &w, and he 
does the ſame in his ſervants.—* And I heard 
a loud voice in Heaven, ſaying, now is come 
ſalvation, and the power and kingdom of our 
God, and the power given to his Chriſt. — 

N For 
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For the accuſer of our brethren is caſt out,” 
by whoſe temptations that is, and whoſe pro- 
perties in them, they were made to ſin, — he 
who accuſed us before our God day and 
night. And they have conquered him through 
the blood of the Lamb, and through the word 
of their teſtimony.” —By the blood of Chriſt, 
or the divine element brought into their own 
ſoul, and by obedience to the word they 
witneſs, and by their miniſtry of it unto 
others. * And they have not ſpared their 
lives unto death. Therefore be glad, O ye 
Heavens, and ye who dwell therein, —ye 
Saints, that is, in the element of God.—* Woe 
to the earth and the ſea !'—to the luſt of 
earthly power and ſpiritual traffic, and thoſe 
who engage in them. — © For the Devil is 
gone down to you, having great indignation, 
knowing that he has little time, —that he has 
or ought to have little opportunity now and 
time, in compariſon with what he had before 
Chriſt came, and the oppoſition given to him 
from the Goſpel, 


* And 


( 8 3] 

* And when the Devil perccived that he 
was thrown upon earth,'—foiled by Chriſt, 
and driven out of the hearts of his ſervants, 
— he perſecuted the woman who produced 
the male child. And there were given to 
the woman the two wings of the great eagle, 
—the Church or Chriſtianity ſpreads over the 
two diviſions of the Roman Empire,—* that 
ſhe may fly to the wilderneſs to her place, 
—that being in ſecret covenant and commu- 
nion with God, ſhe or the Elect may make 
good their aſcent into Heaven.— Where'— 
in which ſtate, —* ſhe is nouriſhed time, times, 
and half a time, —during all the times of 
the Goſpel,—* from the face of the ſerpent, 
—that is from the power, as evwnyy afterwards 
implies, under the countenance and power.— 
* And the ſerpent caſt after the woman water 
as a ſtream, to make her be borne down by 
the ſtream.'—This I take to refer to perſe- 
cution. Mr. Mede applies it to hereſy, which 
has been denoted under the third trumpet : 
when it is ſaid, the two wings of the great 
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eagle were given to the woman, nothing more 
is meant, than that the Church ſpread itſelf, 
and flew over both parts of the Empire,— 
that floods denote perſecution, is plain from 
the ſwellings of Jordan in the Prophet ]ere- 
my, ſignifying the fierce oppoſition he ſhould 
meet at Jeruſalem. 


Cum fera diluvies quietos 
Jrritat amnes. 


And the earth or earthly powers“ came 


to the aid of the woman. And the earth 
opened it's mouth, and {wallowed the river, 
which the Devil caſt out of his mouth, — 
the Imperial power ſuppreſſed the perſecu- 
tions which itſelf had raiſed. —* And the Dra- 
gon was enraged with the woman, and went 
to wage war with the reſt of her ſeed, thoſe 
who kept the commandments of God, and 
had the witneſs of. Jeſus.'—The Devil could 
not hinder the eſtabliſhment of Chriftianity, 
and therefore revenged himſelf on the Ele& 
and Saints, ; CHAP. 
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And I ſtood upon the ſand of the fea 
ſhore, —took a view of ſpiritual merchandiſe, 
a fabric built on ſand. —© And I faw out of 
the ſea a beaſt riſing, having ten horns, and 
ſeven heads. Theſe ſtand doubly and trebly, 
agree with what are mentioned before, as be- 
longing to the Dragon, and with what follow 
in the ſeventeenth chapter, where the beaſt 
is deſcribed carrying the woman.—They ſig- 
nify, the horns the five ſenſes, — ſenſuality 
practiſed to a degree double of the natural 
wants; and then they ſignify ten kingdoms, 
or indefinitely thoſe kingdoms, into which the 
Roman Empire in the Weſt was broken, be- 
fore the riſe of the Papacy.—See the double 
ſenſe in Scripture well proved and defended 
in that elegant book, “ Clagett's Anſwer to 
* Whiſton. "—The heads ſignify the ſeven 
fallen powers and properties of nature, the 

ſeven 
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ſeven hills of Rome, and the ſeven changes 


of the Roman conſtitution and government, 
as they are ſet forth in the ſeventeenth chap- 
ter.—* And upon his heads the name of blaſ- 
phemy, —or the blaſphemous thing in reject- 
ing the grace of Chriſt, and juſtifying ſelf 
before God in ſelf- righteouſneſs, and acqui- 
eſcence in nature and the ſeven fallen pro- 
perties. — Here we have a deſcription of 
earthly ambition in the Church, born and 
bred in ſpiritual traffic, availing itſelf of the 
reduced ſtate of the Empire, ſo as to get itſelf 
declared Pope.—* And the beaſt which I ſaw 
was like a leopard, and his feet as of a bear, 
and his mouth as the mouth of a lion, — 
becauſe the Roman Empire had united in 
Itſelf the Grecian, the Babylonian, and the 
Perſian Empires, of which theſe were the en- 
ſigns and badges, the leopard of the Grecks, 
the bear of the Perſians, the lion of the Baby- 
lonians.—* And the Dragon gave his ſtrength, 
and his throne, and great power, his throne 
the city of Rome.—* And one of his heads 


ſlain 
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flain as unto death, and the ſtroke of his 
death was cured. - Now the Beaſt or the 
Papal Imperial Power is in full glory, when 
Pepin came into Italy at the Pope's requeſt, 
ſubdued Aſtulphus king of the Lombards, 
took the Exarchate of Ravenna from him, 
and beſtowed it on the Pope, making him 
thereby Lord of all Italy, A. D. 955.— 
© And all the earth admired after the beaſt, 
and they worſhipped the Dragon for giving 
power to the beaſt.'—They reverenced an 
impious conſtitution of Church eſtabliſhment, 
contrived by deviliſh art and ſubtlety.— And 
they worſhipped the beaſt, ſaying, —as much 
as if they ſaid, —* who is like to the beaſt ? 
And who is able to encounter him? And 
a mouth was given to him ſpeaking great 
things, and blaſphemy.— To this effect, that 
the Roman Biſhop is God, — that the Pope 
is not man, —that whoever obeys not the 
Pope is an heretic, that he holds in the earth 
the place of the living God, —that the Pope/ | 
is Biſhop of all the world, —that no man can 
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judge the Pope, — that the Pope diſpenſes 
againſt the Apoſtles, — that the Pope can dif. 
penſe with the laws of God,—that from the 
Pope no man can appeal to God,—that the 
Pope can change the nature of things,—that 
the Pope's will is a reaſon for what he does. 
—See the authorities for theſe in Gavin, v. 2, 
p. 184.— And he was ſuffered to work 42 
months, —or the whole times of the Goſpel, 
having begun his operations in the Apoſlle's 
times.— And he opened his mouth in blaſ— 
phemy as to God, to blaſpheme his name and 
his tabernacle, thoſe whole dwell in Heaven, 
the myſtical members of Chriſt's body, Elect 
and Saints.— And he was ſuffered, —or he 
took liberty,—* to wage war with the Saints, 
and to overcome them. And power was given 
to him over every tribe, and people, and 
tongue, and nation. And all who dwell upon 
the earth,'—all worldly-minded men, — ſhall 
worſhip him, whoſe name is not written in 
the book of life of the Lamb, ſlain before the 
foundation of the world,'—who do not build 
their 


( uw 3 


their hopes of ſalvation upon obedience to 
the word of God, but on implicit ſubmiſſion 
to Holy See.—* If any one has ear to hear, 
let him hear.—If any one contrives ſlavery, 
he goes into flavery.'—If he will play the 
tyrant in the Church, he goes into the capti- 
vity of Satan.—* If any one will ſlay with 
the ſword, he muſt be ſlain with the ſword.'— 
They who uſe the ſword, as our Lord has 
ſaid in the Goſpel, ſhall peri/h by the ſword — 
© Here is patience, the trial of it, — and the 
faith of the Saints, — ſeen and proved in pre- 
| ferring the worſhip of God to the worſhip 
of the Roman Pope, and in bearing with 
patience perſecution and tyranny, the leading 
features of the Papal Supremacy. 


And I ſaw another beaſt ariſing from the 
earth, — that is, the ſpiritual power exerting 
itſelf out of worldly ambition.— And he had 
two horns like a lamb, — that 1s, the privilege 


of remitting or retaining men's fins, in pre— 
tence, not in ſubſtance. —* And he acts all 
O the 
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the power of the firſt beaſt before him,'— 
under the countenance and protettion of 
his ſecular arm.— And he made the earth, 
and all it's inhabitants, — worldly men, who 
feared him,—* to reverence the firſt beaſt, 
where the wound of his death was healed, 
— patched and pieced, — to reverence his 
Imperial Power as an earthly ſovereignty. 
And he does great figns, —falſe miracles, 
lying wonders,—* ſo as to make fire deſcend 
from Heaven unto earth,'—to conſign men 
over to perdition, — before men,'—in the 
zudgment of men.—* And he deceives thoſe 
who dwell upon earth,'—vain worldly men,— 
* by the ſigns which it was given him to do 
in the preſence of the beaſt, — under the 
power of his earthly ſovereignty, — telling 
thoſe who dwell upon earth, —worldly-mind- 
ed men,—* to make a ſtatue to the beaſt,'—z, 
that is, d o, — where it had the wound of 
the ſword and lived, —to adore the Imperial 
Power revived in him.— And it was given 


to him to give the ſpirit, to pretend to give 
the 


„ 


the holy ſpirit, — to the image of the beaſt, 
that the image of the beaſt ſpeak, — that his 
power, ſormed upon the model of the old 
Imperial Power, give law in Religion, — and 
effect, that as many as worſhip not the image 
of the beaſt,' — his Imperial authority, — 
* be put to death.—And he makes all, ſmall 
and great, rich and poor, bond and free, 
mark themſelves on their right hand, or on 
their forehead, that no one ſhould buy or 
fell, —that all ſhould be excommunicated and 
proſcribed as heretics, — except ſuch as bear 
the mark, the name of the beaſt, or the num- 
ber of his name,”—except ſuch as call them- 
ſelves Catholics, and attend the Roman Maſs. 
—* Here is wiſdom! -A trial of ſenſe and 
diſcernment.— Let he who has underſtanding 
calculate the number of. the beaſt :'—That is, 
if he has a grain of ſenſe, let him not do it; 
for the number of the beaſt 1s already cal- 
culated to his hands, and 1s declared to be 
the number 666. And therefore thoſe labo- 
rious papers in Mr. Mede, concerning the 
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root of the number in the letters of his cor. 
reſpondents, are condemned by the letter of 
this book, as the calculations of men without 
ſenſe. His name, or what is true of him, 
is afterwards declared to be myſtery, and 
therefore we are not to look for Segur, Ares 
vos, Or any word which is applicable to Po- 
pery, whence we can ſqueeze out the number. 
Ahe ſenſe therefore muſt be, if you would 
date him and the firſt commencement of his 
power, if you would know from what year 
he prevailed, it is the year 666, in which 
very year, Pope Bennet the ſecond obtained 
of the Emperor Conſtantine, that the Biſhop 
of Rome for ever after ſhould be taken by 
all men for Chriſt's true Vicar on earth, and 
St. Peter's lawful Succeſſor. This Pope alſo 
brought it to paſs, that the Biſhop of Rome 
only ſhould be called Pope, that is to ſay, 
Father of Fathers, for before that time, all 
Biſhops in general were called by that name. 
— For it is the number of a man, — when 


the ſpirit of God left the Roman Biſhops, 
and 
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and all became human and temporal.—* And 
his name is 666, —that is the date of his 
ſupremacy.—The marking upon the forehead 
and the hand, refers to the manner wherein 
ſlaves were marked. After this hiſtory of 
the two beaſts, in the earthly and ſpiritual 
juriſdiction and rule ſeparately deſcribed, the 
beaſts meet, and become one, and the Pope 
appears as falſe Prophet, after he has given 
the ſpirit, as he pretends, to the image of 
the beaſt, or to his ſecular Imperial authority. 
— But during all theſe dark and abominable 
times of the Papacy, from the firſt riſe of 
the Popedom to the Reformation, under the 
ſixth vial, our bleſſed Lord has his firſt-fruits, 
his choſen few, who adhere to him and ſerve 
him in the midſt of darkneſs and idolatry, 
and theſe have honourable record in the next 
chapter, 
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CHAP. XIV. 
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And I beheld; and lo! the Lamb ſtand- 
ing on Mount Sion, and with him 144,000, 
having his name and the name of his Father 
written on their forcheads. And I heard a 
voice from Heaven, as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of great thunder. 
And the voice which I heard, as of harpers 
harping with their harps, and they fing a new 
ſong before the throne, and before the four 
Animals, and the Elders. And no one could 
learn the ſong, except the 144,000 brought 
from the earth, —that is, they could not ſing 
or declare with truth what was ſung in chap. 
5, ver. ix.— That you was ſlain, and have 
redeemed us by thy blood out of every tribe 
and tongue, and people and nation. — The 
being ranſomed by the blood of Chriſt, is 
nothing more than this, that God lives in 


'an element in a three-fold life, that out of 


this 
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chis element added to the earthly properties, 
the body of the firſt man was made, and the 
ſpirit of God dwelled in it; that ſin and the 
fall ſeparated God and the divine element 
from the human nature, and that our bleſſed 
Lord went through his whole proceſs on earth 
for no other end, than to bring back God 
and the divine element, his body and blood 
loſt at the ſall, into the deſolate and corrupted 
humanity.— But this cannot be done in any 
man but by repentance, faith, prayer, and 
converſion to God.— Theſe are they who 
were not defiled with women. For they are 
virgins, theſe, who follow the Lamb whither- 
ſoever he goes. Theſe were redeemed from 
men, firſt-fruits to God and the Lamb. And 
in their mouths was not found falſhood. For 
they are unblamed. And now obſerve the 
abominations of Popery, which are going on 
and prevailing, from the dark ages to the 
times of the Reformation, awaken by their 


enormity the wrath of God; and now follows 
a viſion of three Angels, by which are de- 
ſigned 
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ſigned the three perſons of the Holy Triniiy, 
calling men to the ſtudy of the Goſpel, and 
bringing judgments on the Papacy, and on 
the bigoted adherents to it. 


And I ſaw another Angel flying in mid 
Heaven,'—the other Angel means God or 
Chriſt, ſee chapter 8, ver. i1i.—* having the 
everlaſting Goſpel to preach to thoſe who ſat 
upon earth,'—to ſtir up the ſluggiſh followers 
of the world to repentance and to obedience, 
Sitting expreſles ſloth, ſo in the Parable of 
the unjuſt Steward, he tells the creditor to 
fit down quickly, to take no trouble.—* And 
to every nation and tribe, and tongue and 
people, ſaying with a loud voice, Fear God!” 
—whence it is plain, that God the Father 
is meant by this Angel, — and give glory to 
him, for. the time is of his judgment, and 
worſhip him, who made the Heavens, the 
earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of the 


waters.— Worſhip not man in the Pope of 
Rome, but God, who gave the Goſpel, * who 
ſent 


„ 


ſent his only ſon, —as is ſaid by the Apoſtle, 
into the world, that we might live through 
him, —and who is the firſt cauſe, principle, 


and life of all things. 


* And another Angel, a ſecond followed, — 
a ſecond implies Chriſt, in the Greek ſenſe 
of the word followed, was in the ſame way 
with him, and followed, was ſecond only in 
order and degree :—* Saying, fallen, fallen, 
is Babylon the great !'—Repcated from Iſaiah. 
Paſt time is uſed, to ſhew that what God wills 
is done from the inſtant.— Of the wine of 
her whoredom ſhe has made all nations drink.” 
—The wine, Chriſt's blood mixed with the 
ſoul or natural ſpirit, makes the true ſpiritual 
life, which is often thus mentioned by wine 
in the Goſpel; this the Roman Church has 
converted to wrath, and thereby left men in 
the curſe of fallen nature, by the loſs of the 
ſpirit, and her whoring with the world. —Ilz, 


all, and Tis ſome, are convertibly uſed in 
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the Goſpel, and in the beſt Greek authors, 
ſome expreſſing all, and all, ſome. 


And another Angel, a third, —or in the 
third degree, — followed them, ſaying with 
a loud voice, if any one worſhip the beaſt, 
and the image of him, and takes his mark 
upon his forehead or his hand, why that man 
drinks of the wine of the wrath of God, the 
mixed wine, —mixed with fin, not with the 
blood of Chriſt, and therefore called apzrs 
mere fin, not d in this place, — in the cup 
of his anger. And he ſhall be tormented in 
the fire and ſulphur before the holy Angels, 
and before the Lamb.'—All this is ſaid of 
the Spirit, becauſe he is finned againſt by the 
earthly power, and falſe ſpirituality in the 
Church of Rome; and the meaning 1s, that 
all who hope for ſalvation in any thing hu- 
man, earthly power in the Church and Popes, 
and in graceleſs forms and ſuperſtitions, and 
do not apply to God in Chriſt for remiſſion 
of ſin, the ſpirit, and ſpiritual effects of the 

redemption 
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redemption in Jeſus, not looking to Chriſt 
alone for ſalvation, — All theſe loſe the merits 
of Chriſt, receive no gifts from his ſpirit, but 
abide in ſelf, ſin, and in all the corruptions 
of the ſoul, in the wrath of God, and in the 
ſeven fallen properties. —* And the ſmoke of 
their torment riſes up for ever, —they are 
loſt, and tormented in their own natural hell. 
And they have no reſt day and night, who 
worſhip the beaſt and his image, and if any 
man takes the mark of his name,—if inſtead 
of obeying and ſerving God, they conſecrate 
their devotion to humanly erected and con- 
trived eſtabliſhments, and profeſs implicit 
obedience to Holy Sce.—“ Here the patient 
enduring of the Saints is, who keep the com- 
mandments of God, and the faith of Chriſt.” 
—Who do not put their Religion in flaviſh 
ſubmiſſion to human powers, but in oppoſi- 
tion to them, and in defence of them, chooſe 
to keep and obſerve the laws of the Goſpel. 
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And I heard a voice from Heaven, ſaying 
to me, write, Bleſſed are the dead, who die 
in the Lord. Now follows the end and the 
death of Papiſts, who do not die in the Lord, 
in the real knowledge of God, but like ſuper- 
ſtitious formaliſts in the wrath of God, with 
all their ſins on their heads, and with no 
effectual operation of grace on their ſouls.— 
*Yea! Says the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their labours, — go into God's reſt in 
the divine element. Here the Trinity is de- 
clared again, the voice from Heaven exprelf- 
ing God the Father,—the Son expreſſed in 
thoſe who die in the Lord, — the Spirit in con- 
firming the words. The Spirit as God, cries 
unto the Apoſtle as he is writing Lea! 
* And their works follow them, —eltabliſh in 
them after death that ſtate, which they have 
made of themſelves upon earth. And now 
the connection is, that the wrath of God, 
and the reſt of God take place after death, 
and the two harveſts are deſcribed according 
to our Lord's own intimation of them in the 
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Goſpel, now vindicated by the Holy Trinity, 
which harveſts do not mean in a primary 
view the end of the world, but only declare 
the ſtate of ſinners, who die in impenitence, 
and of Popiſh Bigots, who do not die in the 
Lord. They are deſcribed two, becauſe they 
muſt have a two-fold teſtimony. They are 
repreſented in the Goſpel and in the Pro- 
phets, as harveſts of corn and wine,—The corn 
is applied to the word, and to all who con- 
temn it, —the wine to thoſe, who flight and 
trample upon the blood of Chriſt, and tamper 
and trifle with the Sacrament of his Supper. 
And now the three perſons of the Trinity 
appear again in the figures of three Angels.— 
© And I ſaw, and behold! A white cloud, and 
ſitting on the cloud one like the Son of Man, 
having upon his head a golden crown, and 
in his hand a ſharp fſickle.'—His white cloud 
is his righteouſneſs out of the divine element, 
— his gold crown, his rewards, — his ſharp 
fickle, his judgments.— And another Angel 


came out of the Temple, crying with a loud 
voice 
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voice to him who ſat on the cloud, Send thy 
ſickle, and reap, for the ſeaſon of reaping is 
come, for the harveſt of the earth is dried 
up. And he who ſat on the cloud ſent his 
ſickle upon the earth, and the earth was reap- 
ed. Men that is, loſe their ſouls through 
diſobedience and contempt of the word. The 
firſt Angel is the Father, who comes out of 
the Temple, known by a loud voice, a voice 
of wrath, as when the Law was given.—The 
fecond Angel is the Son, who comes out of 
the Temple in Heaven, becauſe Heaven is 
in his light and divine property.—The third 
Angel is the Spirit, who commands the fire, 
that is fire and light, Father and Son, and 
makes the meek eſſence from them the Life 
and Spirit.— And another Angel came out 
of the Temple in Heaven, himſelf having a 
ſharp ſickle.—And another Angel came out 
of the Altar, having command on the fire, 
and he cried with a loud cry,'—becauſe there 
was fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, neglet of 


the word, and the power of it, — to him who 
had 


E 


had the ſharp fickle, ſaying, Send your ſharp 
ſickle'—of death, — and gather the grapes 
of the vineyard of the earth, becaule it's 
bunches are come. And the Angel ſent his 
ſickle upon the earth, and gathered the vine 
of the earth, and threw it into the great wine- 
preſs of the wrath of God. Men die in in, 
and are tormented in the ſeven fallen pro- 
perties of the natural ſoul.— And the wine- 
preſs was trodden without the city, —out of 
the divine element and Paradiſical reſt, in 
alluſion to Chriſt's Crucifixion without the 
gates of Jeruſalem. And they are now cru- 
cified in their turn, becauſe they have cruci- 
fied him, that is, neglected and diſobeyed 
him.— And blood went out of the wine-preſls 
up to the horſes' bridles, from 1600 ſtadia. 
—They periſh in the Papal Church as much 
unredeemed as if they had not been Chril- 
tians, but Mahometans, who have been before 
typified by horſes. Blood up to the horſes br:- 
dles is an Hebraic hyperbole, to ſignify flaugh- 


ter,—1600 ſtadia is the preciſe meaſurement 
8 of 


Co; 


of the land of Iſrael. And the meaning is, 
that men periſh in everlaſting death, becauſe 
they continue in a Jewiſh ſtate, in a ſtate 
of ſelf and fin, and make no ſerious appli- 
cation to God for the benefits of Chriſt's 
Paſſion, and the gifts of the Spirit. The men- 
tion of Turks under the name of horſes, ſe- 
cures the connexion between the hiſtory of 
them in the ninth chapter, and their capture 
of Conſtantinople under the fixth vial of 
wrath now coming, and thus their times form 
the exterior covering and ſuperficies of the 
Papal Hiſtory, juſt recorded out of the con- 
tents of the little Book.—The artifice of this 
deſign is wonderful. 


CHAP. XV. and XVI. 


And I ſaw another ſign great and wonder- 
ful, —this connects with the twelfth chapter, 
where the fates of Chriſtianity are deſcribed, 
ſignified by another fign,— in the Heaven, 


ſeven 
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ſeven Angels, —of the wrath in ſeven powers, 
— having the ſeven laſt plagues: for in 
them the wrath of God accompliſhes,'—goes 
to it's rc or end.—* And I ſaw as a glaſſy 
ſea, —an emblem of the earth conſumed and 
rarihed by fire,. — mixed with fire, and the 
conquerors out of the beaſt, and his image, 
and the number of his name, —the EleQ, 
that is, and Saints every where, —* ſtanding 
upon the glaſſy ſea, having the harps of God,” 
—triumphing in the divine element.—* And 
they ſing the ſong of Moſes, the ſervant of 
God, and ſaying the ſong of the Lamb, — 
thanking God for the Law, which ſhews them 
ſin, and for Chriſt, who delivers them from 
the curſe of it.— Great and wonderful are 
thy works, Lord God Almighty !—Juſt and 
true are thy ways, King of the nations! 
Who ſhould not fear you, and glorify your 
name ?—For you only are holy, for all the 
nations ſhall come and worſhip before you, 
for your juſtifications are diſplayed ! '—Ob- 
ſerve, that though the Reformation is coming, 
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it is given us to collect from the ſong of 
the Saints, who ſing the ſong of Moſes and 
of the Lamb, that a Reformation, or a mere 
departure from the Church of Rome, and an 
oppoſition to it does not avail, but the Law 
and the Goſpel in practice only. The Law, 
which ſets fin before us, —the Goſpel, which 
adminiſters Chriſt himſelf, the graces of his 
Spirit, and the powers of his Reſurrection.— 
And after this I ſaw, and there was opened 
the Temple of the Tabernacle of the witneſs 
in Heaven, — whereby is ſignified, that the 
witneſſes who loſe their lives in the cauſe 
of the Goſpel, as many did in the cauſe of 
the Reformation, are in a higher ſtate of 
glory, and that there were many martyrdoms 
at the Reformation.— And there vent out 
ſeven Angels, who had the ſeven plagues from 
the Temple, cloathed with fine linen bright.” 
See a ſimilar deſcription in Daniel, laſt chap- 
ter.—The ſeven Angels with their fine linen 
ſignify, that the Reformers ſimplified the ex- 
ternal cult and public worſhip, but keep their 


golden 
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golden girdles, their proud titles, and rich, 
pompous, worldly eſtabliſhments, and fo abi- 
ded in the wrath of God.— And girt about 
the breaſts with golden girdles,'—if not Prieſts 
of Babylon, Prieſts of Ægypt.— And one 
of the four Animals'—Europe— gave to the 
ſeven Angels the ſeven golden vials, full of 
the wrath of God, who lives for ever and 
ever. And the Temple was full of ſmoke 
out of the glory of God and his power.— 
And no one could enter his Temple, could 
ſee the laſt day, — till the ſeven plagues of 
the ſeven Angels ſhould come to their end. 
And I heard a loud voice from the Temple, 
ſaying to the ſeven Angels, Away, pour out 
the ſeven vials of the wrath of God upon 
the earth.—And the firſt went, and poured 
his vial on the earth.'—There was oppoſition 
made to the power and authority of the Ro- 
man Church in Wickliff, the Albigenſes, and 
many others, in times which preceded the æra 
of the Reformation, the true ſpring whereof 
was the taking of Conſtantinople, whereby 
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the Greek Scholars fled into Italy, and re- 
vived learning, which brought on an appeal 
to the Scriptures, and renewed the ſtudy of 
them. —© And there became a wound bad 
and evil, — no great compliment to the Refor- 
mation,—* upon the men who had the mark 
of the beaſt, and who worſhipped his image. 
-The wound, or the ſeparation and divorce- 
ment from the Church of Rome in ſo many 
countries, is put firſt, becauſe it includes all 
the ſeven plagues, and is in the way of effect 
and accompliſhment through them all. Mr. 


. Mede is right in his apprehenſion of the firft 


vial, but wrong in all the reſt; I faid, I 
would point out his miſtakes of them, but 
indeed I am too tender, and cannot bear to 
expoſe him more.—* And the ſecond poured 
out his vial into the ſea,'—into the ſpiritual 
merchandiſe.—The revenues of the Roman 
Church were ſeized and confiſcated, as they 
were in many countries.—* And there was 
blood as of a dead man, and every living 
ſoul periſhed in the ſea.— The Papal and 


Church 
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Church Poſſeſſions were ſeized, as in Ger- 


many, England, and other ſtates, which was 


as death to the Catholic Clergy.— And a 
third poured his vial on the rivers and foun- 
tains of waters, and there was blood. — The 
doctrines of Popery were ſifted, ſearched, and 
diſputed, and a Religion was manifeſted, 
which conſiſted of tyranny, cruelty, fraud, 
impoſture, and bloody perſecution, human 
luſts and corruptions in the wrath of God, 
and out of the ſeven wrathful properties of 
the fallen nature. And there was no grace 
or Goſpel righteouſneſs diſcovered in that 
Church.—And I heard the Angel of the wa- 
ters ſaying, You are juſt, —Chriſt ſays to the 
Father, — who was, and is, —not who is to 
come, for he is now come,—* that you have 
ſo judged, for they have poured out the blood 
of Saints and Prophets, and you have given 
them blood to drink, —left them to them- 
ſelves, and their blood-thirſty ſpirit, and with- 
drawn from them the powers of thy grace.— 
They are worthy, —with their Tranſubſtan- 

tiation 
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tiation and Canibal food, though to be juſt to 
the Catholics, I muſt ſay they can prove their 
Tranſubſtantiation Doctrine upon the moſt 
eminent of the Chriſtian Church, from juſtin 
Martyr to the Council of Trent, in ſpite of 
all that the Reformers have ſaid, who pretend 
it was a recent Dodrine, not broached till the 
eleventh century. For hear only St. Chry- 
ſoſtom.—** Qui enim animam pro te poſuit, 
* quare dedignabitur ſuum tibi tradere cor- 
pus. Non veſtis ſolum, ſed corpus ipſius 
nobis propofitum eſt. — Non ut tangamus 
« folum, fed ut comedamus et ſaturemur.— 
Cum enim ſuum in nos amorem fignificare 
« yellet, per corpus ſuum ſe nobis commiſ- 
* cuit. Non fe tantum videri permittens, ſed 
* et tangi et manducari, et dentes carni ſuæ 
« infigi. — If this is not Tranſubſtantiation, 
what is it ?—Nor can the learned Grabe, in 
his elaborate efforts upon ſome words of Ire- 
næus, to prove that ſome Fathers held a ſen- 
timent different, touching the Blood of Chriſt 
in the Sacrament, from what is here brought 

| out 
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out of St. Chryſoſtom, make good that point, 
no nor the great Philip de Mornay, in his 
noble work on the Maſs. And at the con- 
ferences of Poiſſy, the illuſtrious Beza was 
forced to yield upon this ſubject, and with 
his brethren agreed to conform with the doc- 
trine of the Roman Church on this Sacra- 
ment.— And I heard the Altar ſaying, — the 
very ſtones cried out, —* Juſt and righteous 
are thy judgments And the fourth poured 
out his vial on the ſun, and it was given him 
to burn men with fire. And the men were 
burned in a great flame, and they blaſphemed 
the name of God, who had power over theſe 
plagues, and repented not to give him glory.” 
— There were human paſſions on both ſides 
exerted in the work of Reformation. The 
conſequence was perſecution and war, when 
it ought to have been both in Papiſts and 
Proteſtants, repentance and obedience. —*And 
the fifth poured his vial on the throne of the 
beaſt, and his kingdom became dark. — The 
Reformers attacked the Roman See in it's 


preſumed 
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preſumed rights, uſurpation, and ſovereignty, 


and diſproved it's title to any ſuperiority over 


other Churches.—* And they gnaſhed their 
teeth through vexation, and blaſphemed the 
God of Heaven, from their vexations and 
their wounds.'—Their loſs of power and in- 
fluence over the reformed countries. — And 
did not repent from their works, —made no 
reduction of their ſuperſtitious corruptions,— 
© And the ſixth poured out his vial on the 
great river Euphrates,'—on the Turkiſh Pow- 
er, which went and took Conſtantinople.— 
See this connected with the ſixth trumpet, 
mind the harmony of the numbers, chap. g, 
ver. xvill.—* And his water was dried up.— 
The earthly Paradiſe, the Mahometan Doc- 
trines of earthly glory and pleaſure in the 
Chriſtian Church were dried up, or diſgraced 
by the pens and writings of the learned Re- 
formers, who owed their abilities to the Greek 
Scholars, who fled into Italy and the Weſtern 
parts, after their expulſion from their own 
city, and carried letters, and the Greek lan- 
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guage and learning into Weſtern Europe.— 
* That a way might be prepared for the Kings 
from the riſe of the ſun,'—for the ſpiritual 
children of the bleſſed Jeſus, who were eman- 
cipated from ſuperſtition and ſervitude to 
Papal Rome, by means of letters, and of a 
learned education, owing to the reception of 
the Greek Scholars in Europe.—* And I ſaw 
from the mouth of the Dragon, and from the 
mouth of the Beaſt, and from the mouth of 
the falſe Prophet, three Spirits impure as 
frogs, —as the countries from whence they 
came, which when this book was written, 
were moraſs and bog, the habitation of frogs, 
—the Reformers of Germany, Holland, and 
England, who all came out of the Romiſh 
Church, and from a ſtate of obedience to 
Holy See.— For they are the Spirits of De- 
mons, — middle powers between divinity and 
humanity. For' it would be hard to ſay the 
Reformers had no grace from God, yet at 
the time it cannot be denied, they were actu- 
ated by worldly motives, and ſwayed by hu- 
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man paſſions, — doing wonders, —as indeed 
they did, by the convulſion they made in the 
Roman Church.— So as to go to the Kings 
of the whole world, to bring them to the 
war of that great day of God the Almighty.” 
The Reformers ſtirred up the powers of 
the World, the Empire, the German States, 
the French Proteſtants, &c. to wars in oppo- 
ſition to the Papal Power, and in ſupport of 
the Reformation, as if they would execute the 
wrath of God, and bring the laſt day upon the 
Roman Church,—a condutt condemned by 
the ſpirit of the Goſpel.—* They that uſe the 
ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword.—If a man 
abides not in me, the wrath of God takes 
him.” Behold !—I come as a thief.”—Our 
Lord ſays,. I do not come in war, rebellion, 
murder, and maſſacre; my Religion was not 
planted by theſe means, nor can it ever be 
thus maintained. Would you know how I 
come ?— I come as a thief,'—that is, expett 


your death, and prepare yourſelf for it.— 
* Blefled 
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© Bleſſed is he who watches, and keeps his 

garments.'— If you would reform in good 
carneſt, get a mantle of my righteouſneſs. — 
© That he may not walk naked, and have his 
unſeemlineſs ſeen,'—which it would be by 
the indulgence of paſſions contrary to the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel. —* And they brought 
them to a place,'—a ſtate and ſituation, — 
called in the Hebrew tongue, —the reſult 
of a Jewiſh Spirit, — Harmageddon, — a 
mountain of men cut in pieces. They did 
not reform them, and bring them to © the 
mountain of the houſe of the Lord,” the ſpi- 
ritual life and hope, but ſet them together 
by the ears in war, as has been done in 
Germany, France, England, Holland, and 
other places, in the cauſe of Chriſt, and of 
the Chriſtian Religion.— And the ſeventh 
poured his vial on the air, and there went 
out a great voice from the Temple of Hea- 
ven from the Throne, ſaying, — It has been, 
—Fuimus Troes.— The glory of the Roman 
| R 2 See 
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See is gone. The air implies change, as that 
of Horace, — 


Neſcius auræ 
Fallacis.— 


And there was a great earthquake, — men 
were troubled, or ought to have been, on 
account of their earthly and worldly lives, 
at the ſpirit and zeal of the Reformers,— 
«ſuch as has not been from the time men 
were upon earth, — never was there ſo great 
a convulſion in the Church, and the earthly 
ſpirit of it, as the Reformation made.—* And 
the great city'—or eccleſiaſtic ſtate—* be- 
came into three parts. — The Roman, the 
Greek, and the Reformed Church. — And 
the cities of the Gentiles fell, —idolatrous and 
earthly eſtabliſhments are impaired. —* And 
Babylon the great was remembered before 
God, to give her the cup of the wine of the 
anger of his wrath.— The Roman Church 
loſes eſteem and influence, and is vexed and 


plagued, 


ts 
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plagued, and undergoes injury, plunder, and 
contempt.—* And every iſland vaniſhed, and 
the mountains were not found.'—All private 
notions in religion, ſects and ſectaries, objec- 
tions and refinements, are diſgraced and diſ- 
credited by the word of God, appealed to 
and aſſerted by the Reformers.— And great 
hail,” — Tenvriaey Heavy, Bapy Heſychius, — 
* deſcends from Heaven upon the men, — 
Catholics the men concerned. And the men 
blaſphemed God, — or did no better, — 
from the blow of the hail, for the blow of 
it is very great.—The Catholics could not 
ſtand the ſhock they ſuſtained from the appeal 
to learning ſignified by hail, and original Au- 
thors and Fathers of the Church, in vindi- 
cation of the Scriptures made by learned 
Reformers ; — and they were madded, and 
through obſtinacy and pride perſevered in 
their exploded ſyſtems of Imperial Power and 
vain Superſtition, in deſpight done to the 
word of God and Scripture, to which teſti- 

mony 
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mony the Reformers brought them. — This 
war of learning does not ſtop here, but goes 


On. 


I. 


And there came one of the ſeven Angels, 


who had the ſeven vials, and ſpoke with me, 


ſaying, —Here I will ſhew you the judgment, 
—then it was not over as Mr. Mede makes it, 
of the great whore,'—the Roman Church, 
whoſe Popes and falle Prophets were always 
paſſing away, when the Church continued in 
Spirit the ſame, — who fits upon many wa- 
ters —with whom the kings of the earth, — 
worldly perſons, not kings from the riſe of 
the ſun,—* have whored !'—And they were 
made drunk, they who dwelled on earth from 
the wine of her whoredom, —not the wine 
of Chriſt's blood in the Spirit. —* And he 
brought me into the wilderneſs in Spirit, — 
to ſignify, that the Roman Church has her 

Saints, 
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Saints, who notwithſtanding the abominations 
of Popery, ſerve God in ſpirit and in truth. 
— And I ſaw a Woman, —the falſe Church 
or Whore,—* ſitting upon a ſcarlet beaſt, full 
of names of blaſphemy,” — falſe Saints, to 
whom divine honour is paid, —having ſeven 
heads and ten horns, —as before, chap. 12, 
ver. iii. — And the Woman was cloathed 


with purple and ſcarlet, —as the Popes and 


Cardinals are,— and gilded with gold, and 


precious ſtones, and jewels : having a golden 
cup in her right hand full of abominations, 
and the impurities of her whoredoms, —be- 
cauſe ſhe takes the cup to herſelf, and gives 
it not to the Laity, an old Circe, a Witch, 
— And upon her forehead is written the 
name myſtery.— The name is the truth of 
the thing, —ſhe is in her outward operation 
myſterious, a juggler, which is the charatter 
of the Roman Court, and Solemn Worſhip, 
—where the numerous genuflexions, frivolous 
adorations, and affected awfulneſs which at- 
tends all the ſervices, are the belt comment 


we 
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we can have of the myſtery aſcribed to her. 
The ridiculous term Hocus Pocus is ſaid to 
be caught from the dark myſterious manner, 
wherein thoſe words were pronounced by the 
Prieſt, —Yoc eſt corpus. It is like the man- 
ner of Demoſthenes which Aſchines ridicules 
by the word Teperevey, the Sybilline, and in- 
volved minner which he aſſumed in his utter- 
ance, I cannot think there 1s alluſion here 
to the old Mitres, which Julius Scaliger ſaw | 
in the Vatican, with the word Mucyguy graven 
upon them. This we ſee is the name of the 
Woman or the Beaſt, what it is in it's public 
worſhip,—a myſtery, a juggle.—* Babylon the 
great, the mother of harlots, and of the abo- 
minations of the earth. And I ſaw the Wo- 
man drunk with the blood of the Saints, and 
from the blood of the witneſſes of Jeſus.— 
And I wondered, ſeeing her a great wonder. 


The cruelties encouraged and executed by 
the Roman Church and it's Agents, on the 
Albigenſes and Waldenſes, the Duke of Alva's 
barbarities, the French wars, ſlaughters of the 

witneſſes, 
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witneſſes, plots and treaſons, &c. are all ſo 
well known as to need no rehearſal. 


* And the Angel faid to me, why do you 
wonder ?—1 will tell you the myſtery of the 
woman, and of the Beaſt who carries her, 
who has ſeven heads and ten horns. The 
beaſt whom you ſaw, —that is Judaiſm, or 
the Power Imperial-ſpiritual, —* was, —in the 
Jewiſh Church, — and is not,'—becauſe je- 
ruſalem is deſtroyed, —* and is about to ariſe 
out of the abyſs, —the hell of the human 
heart, — and to go to deſtruttion,—to be in 
it and make it double, — and they ſhall ad- 
mire who dwell upon earth,'—worldly men,— 
*whoſe names are not written in the book 
of life, from the foundations of the world, 
ſeeing the beaſt, that it was, and 1s not, and 
will be preſent, —will revive in the Chriſtian 
Church. Common men ſee nothing wrong 
in it. Men enlightened, who know the wick- 
edneſs of the human heart, are not ſurpriſed 


at it.—“ Here for a mind which has wiſdom ! 
| 3 — The 
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—The ſeven heads are ſeven mountains, — 
in a ſecondary ſenſe, the primary has been 
explained before, — where the woman fits 
upon them. — And they are ſeven kings, —or 
ſtates of government.— The five have been, 
—in the Roman ſtate, Kings, Conſuls, Mili- 
tary Tribunes, Decemvirs, Dittators.—* The 
one 1s, —Emperors,—* the other 1s not yet 
come, —Chriſtian Emperors.— and when he 
is come he ſtays but a ſhort time, — Chriſtian 
Emperors.— And the beaſt who was and is 
not, —the Jewiſh Antichriſtian Spirit, —© He 
is the eighth,'—in the Pope of Rome.—* And 
he is of the ſeven, —he has all the wicked- 
| neſs they had. — And he goes to deftruttion. 
—And the ten horns which you ſaw, are 
ten kings, —in a Hebrew ſenſe, definite for 
indefinite, for a man will only puzzle himſelf, 
if he would make out theſe kingdoms, into 
which the Roman Empire was ſplit, before 
the riſe of the Papacy and after. — The 
ten horns are in one place put before the 
heads, in the other after them, to ſignify theſe 
kingdoms or ſeparate ſtates, into which the 
Empire was divided, — Who did not receive 
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the kingdom,'—their ſtates by ſucceſſion, and 
right of inheritance, but by ſpoiling and plun- 
dering the falling empire. —* But they take 
their power, eg, delegated power, — for 
a time with the beaſt, — hold their kingdoms 
of the Pope, and do homage to him for them. 
—*© Theſe hold one ſentiment, — obedience 
to the Holy See,—* and give their power and 
authority to the beaſt, —ſupport and coun- 
tenance the Papal uſurpation.—* Theſe will 
fight with the Lamb,'—do what the Pope bids 
them, and execute his murders and ravages. 
— And the Lamb will conquer them, —his 
word will condemn them.—.* For he is Lord 
of Lords, and King of Kings, and they who 
are with him are called Elect and Faithful,” 
—and therefore are not deſtroyed by him, or 
by the want of him. 


And he ſays to me, the waters which you 
have ſeen, where the whore fits, are people 
and mob, and nations and tongues.—And the 
ten horns which you ſaw, —the Kingdoms of 


8 2 Europe, 


( 


Europe, formed out of the ruins of the Ro- 
man Empire, — and the beaſt, — the true 
power of Empire, the Emperor of Germany, 
who ſeems diſpoſed enough to fulfil this 
prophecy. — © Theſe ſhall hate the whore, 
and make her deſtitute and naked,'—plunder 
her monaſteries, and ſpoil her revenues,— 
and eat her fleſh,'—her earthly ſubſtance,— 
* and burn her in fire,'—vex and harraſs her 
every way.— For God has given into their 
hearts to do his judgment, and to make one 
judgment, — to reſolve againſt earthly power 
in Prieſts, —* and to give their kingdom to 
the beaſt, the natural powers of the world 
to rule for themſelves, in contempt of Rome, 
—* until the words of God ſhall be accom- 
pliſned, —at the laſt day. 
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And after this or in conſequence I faw 
another Angel, Chriſt himſelf as before de- 
ſcending from Heaven, having great power, 
and the earth was enlightened out of his 
glory. — The appeal to Scripture made by 
learned Reformers, diſcovered the myſtery of 
iniquity in the Roman Church, and brought 
it's authority into contempt which is expreſſed 
in this chapter. And he cried with a loud 
voice, —to ſhew that his Religion had {till 
ſtrength left, in ſpite of all the endeavours 
of the Popes to ſuppreſs it.— Saying, fallen, 
fallen, is Babylon the great And is become 
the habitation of Demons, — falſe Saints,— 
*and the den of every unclean Spirit,' — 
naughty luſt in Popes and Cardinals, — and 
of every bird, —deviliſh affection, — impure 
and abominable.—For of the wine of the 
wrath of her whoredom, all nations have 

drank, — 
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drank.— And the Kings of the earth have 
whored with her, and the merchants of the 
earth have been enriched out of the power 
of her pleaſure. — She has awakened the 
wrath of God by her ſorceries and abomi- 

nations, and it now comes home to her, 
And I heard another voice, —of the Spi- 
rit,—* ſaying from Heaven, — Come out of 
her, O my people !—That you may not par- 
take her fins, and that you may not receive 
of her plagues. For her ſins have reached 
unto Heaven, and God has remembered her 
wrongs. Recompenſe her as ſhe has recom- 
penſed you,'—expoſe her falſhood, tyranny, 
and corruption, — and reward her doubly ac- 
cording to her works, —all which has been 
pretty well done.—* In the cup ſhe has mixed, 
mix to her double ; as much as ſhe has glort- 
fied herſelf and indulged, give her in ſuch 
meaſure torment and grief. For ſhe ſays in 
her heart, I fit as a queen, and am no widow, 
—who have loſt my bridegroom in Chriſt, — 
© and 


( 209 } 


© and I cannot ſee forrow,'—ſee how this cor- 
reſponds with the deſcription of the ſeventh 
Church.—* Therefore in one day, —in a ſhort 
time.—The Reformation being finiſhed in a 
ſhort time, comparatively with the length of 
time which the Roman Church took to erett 
itſelf, —© her plagues ſhall come, death'—eter- 
nal—* and grief, — for contempt and contu- 
mely,— and hunger, —famine of the word, 
not opened to her by the Spirit, —* and ſhe 
jhall be conſumed in fire, —ſhe ſuffers the 
loſs of her vaſſal countries, the ſpoil of her 
revenues, the contempt of her {ſway and au- 
thority, convittion and expoſure by the writ- 
ings of the Reformers, and all other execu- 
tions and inflictions of wrath.—* For ſtrong 
is the Lord God who judges her.—And the 
kings of the eartn,—worldly men,—will la- 
ment and wail over her, they who had whored 
with her and taken their pleaſure, had en- 
joyed the world with the licence of Popiſh 
Prieſts and Confeflors—* when they ſee the 
ſmoke of her conflagration,'—when they fee 


her 
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her enormities expoſed, her uſurpations tra- 
duced and vilified, her flagrant contrariety to 
the Goſpel Religion diſplayed and branded, 
her name ſtinking and evaporating in the 
wrath of God, —“ ſtanding at a diſtance, — 
becoming ſhy of her, — through the fear of 
her torments, —of partaking her judgments, 
—* ſaying, —as if they ſaid, —* Woe! Woe! 
The great city ! Babylon the ſtrong city, that 
in one hour your judgment is come, —in a 
ſhort time, compared with the long time it 
took to build up your tyranny.— And the 
merchants of the earth,'—the falſe ſpirituality, 
Clergy trading in ſpiritual things, — © weep 
and lament over her, that no one any longer 
buys their merchandiſe, a merchandiſe of 
gold and filver, and precious ſtones and jew- 
els, —with which their altars and ſhrines are 
adorned,—* and fine linen and purple, — the 
raiment of their Prieſts and Cardinals,—* and 
ſilk and ſcarlet, and every ſacrifical utenſil, 
and every ivory veſſel, —cenſers and croſiers, 


—* and every inſtrument of the moſt precious 


wood,'— 
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wood their reliques of the true croſs, — and 
braſs and iron, and marble, and cinnamon, 
and odours, and ointments, —incenſe and unc- 
tions of the ſick, — and frankincenſe, and 
perfumes and ſweets, and wine and oil, —ſuch 
grace as they have, — and fine flour and corn, 
and cattle and ſheep, the rich tithes, — and 
horſes and chariots, and beaſts of burthen, — 
the equipage of worldly glory and luxury. — 
* and the conſequence of all theſe, — the 
fouls of men, — loſt by their devotion of 
themſelves to the world. —All theſe fall into 
contempt, and are deſpiſed in them, as unſuit- 
able to the ſervants of Chriſt, and the ſpirit 
of the Chriſtian Religion.—* And the harveſt 
of the deſire of your ſoul is gone from you, 
and all your ſplendours and delicacies are 
periſhed from you, and you can find them 
no more, —in honour as before, and endured 
in the world. 


The traders in theſe who were made rich 
by her, —the Catholic Prieſts and orders, — 
T © will 
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* will ſtand at a diſtance,,—grow cold in their 
reſpetts to her, a prophecy fully verified in 
France and the Empire, — through fear of 
her torments, —of the ridicule and contempt 
deſervedly brought on her,— wailing and la- 
menting, ſaying, —as if they ſaid, — Woe ! 
Woe! The great city, which was covered 
with fine linen, purple and ſcarlet, and gilded 
with gold, precious ſtones and jewels, that in 
one hour'—comparatively—* ſo much wealth 
is made deſolate. 


© And every ruler, —in the Church, — and 
the whole crowd on the veſſols, —the young 
fry of Clergy, — and as many as work the 
ſea, —trade in ſpiritual things, — © ſtood at 
diſtance,'—grew ſhy,—* and cried, ſeeing the 
ſmoke of her conflagration, ſaying, — as if 
they ſaid, —* Woe! Woe! The great city, 
—or eccleſiaſtic ſtate, — © wherein all were 
enriched, who had veſſels at ſea, —ſeeking 
preferment,—* out of her honour, that in one 

hour ſhe is made delolate.” 
© Reoice 
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Rejoice over her, O Heaven, and ye 
Saints, and Apoſtles and Prophets, that God 
has avenged you out of her. 


And one Angel, — God the Father, the 
judgments being in his property, — a ſtrong 
one lifted a ſtone, as a great mill-ſtone, —this 
refers to a ſimilar expreſſion of our Lord in 
the Goſpel, nothing more is meant than a 
death unredeemed, and ſinking without hope 
or aſſiſtance from Chriſt, into the wrath of 
God or Hell fire, — and threw it into the 
tea, —that is, trading in ſpiritual things is 
death, — ſaying, thus with violence'—an im- 
petus of it's own, — ſhall Babylon the great 
ſtate be caſt down, and be found no more, 
—no more found in her former honour and 
reverence from the ſtates of the world,—a 
prophecy in full accompliſhment at this day, 
— There is no temporal judgment defigned 
on the city of Rome; for were it deſtroyed, 
as ſome Italian cities have been of late by 
earthquakes, how could it be ſaid, as is ſaid 
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afterwards, that it's ſmoke went up for ever 
and ever.— And the voice of harpers and 
muſicians, and pipers and trumpeters, ſhall no 
longer be heard in you, —with reſpett and 
devotion; your high Maſs 1s contemned.— 
And every artificer of every art ſhall be 
found in you no more,'—in honour, your 
tricks and your mummeries are held cheap 
and ſcorned.— And the voice of the mill- 
ſtone ſhall be heard in you no more,'—your 
feſtivals and holidays are in diſcredit.—* And 
the light of the candle ſhall ſhine in you no 
more,”—marks of joy and revelling, which are 
no more in honour.— And the voice of the 
bride and bridegroom ſhall not be heard in 
you more,'—a cloud is caſt on your jollities. 
—* For your merchants were the great men 
of the earth. For all nations have been 
deceived by your ſorceries, — which have 
brought judgment upon you, and you are 
ſunk in infamy and reproach.—* And in her, 
—in a Jewiſh ſpirit, — the blood of the Pro- 
phets and Saints was found, and of all flain 


upon 
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upon the earth, —who periſh by the negli- 
gence of the Prieſts, and fo the Romaniſts 
loſe credit, and are in contempt to the end 
of the world. 


RCS.. XIX: ans Aa. 


* After this I heard a great voice of a great 
multitude in the Heavens, ſaying, Hallelujah ! 
Salvation, and glory, and power to our God, 
for his judgments are true and juſt, that he 
has judged the great whore, who corrupted 
the earth with her whoredoms, — with the 
world, —“ and has avenged the blood of his 
Saints from her hand. And her ſmoke al- 
cends for ever and ever, —her tyrannies and 
abominations can never be heard but with 
deteſtation. — And the twenty-four Elders 
and the four Animals fell and worſhipped 
God, who fits upon the throne, ſaying, Amen! 
Hallelujah! And a voice from the throne 


went out, ſaving, praiſe our God, all his ſer- 


vants, — 
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wants, —it went out of the throne, to ſhew, 


that the mercies of God in the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, might move even inanimate 
things, — and who fear him, both ſmall and 
great: And I heard as the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of ſtrong thunder, ſaying, 
Hallelujah! For the Lord God Almighty 
reigns, —is coming in glory. — Let us re- 
joice and be glad, and give him glory.— For 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
bride has made herſelf ready, —his Elett by 
righteouſneſs in this liſe.— And it is given 
to her to put on a fine linen veſt, ſplendid 
and pure, for the fine linen veſt is the juſti- 
fications of Saints. — The whole meaning of 
this chapter I take to be, that during all the 
times of Chriſtianity to the laſt day, God has 
his Saints, who ſerve him in ſpirit, and glory 


in his kingdom, and in the confuſion of ido- 
latry and falſe religion. The day of judgment 
is now, when men make themſelves what they 
are and muſt be. But there is a ches and 
end 
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end of the world to be expeRed towards the 
6oooth year, and a manifeſtation of Chriſt 
and the Saints in glory.—This is plain from 
St. Paul. 


And he ſays to me, write, - Bleſſed are 
they who are called to the feaſt of the mar- 
riage of the Lamb! And he ſays to me, theſe 
are the true words of God,'—who now ſpeaks 
to you, touching himſelf or pointing to him- 
ſelf, as in the Goſpel ſo often, — And I fell 
before his feet to worſhip him. And he fays 
to me, ſee you do not.—I am your fellow- 
ſervant, and of your brethren, who have the 
witneſs of Jeſus — Worſhip God! For the 
teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of prophecy.” 
— Here is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
cloſing the ſcene, and the ſenſe is, for our 
Saviour ſpeaks in the figure of the Angel,— 
You need not addreſs your worſhip to me, 
but by my ſpirit in you, you will worſhip me 
in that worſhip you pay to my Father, and 
you can pay no worſhip acceptably unto God 

but 
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but in me, and through inſpiration of my 
ſpirit—as he ſays in the Goſpel,—* without 
me ye can do nothing. — Here is an end of 
the prophecies ſignified by that declaration 
of our Lord, —* Theſe are the true words of 
God. - We are prepared in this chapter for 
the ſcene of the new Jeruſalem, which is 
deferred to make way for the recapitulation 
and ſummary rehearſal of the whole book as 
follows. And thus the hiſtory is brought 
down to this preſent day, when the Emperor 
of Germany plunders the Papacy. 


And I ſaw the Heaven opened, —as in 
the beginning of the fourth chapter, — and 
behold ! A white horſe, and he who fits upon 
him, —as in the fourth chapter, — called the 
faithful and true, and in righteouſneſs he 
judges and wars. And his eyes a flame of 
fire,. Chriſt as deſcribed in the firſt chapter. 
—* And upon his head many diadems, —his 
one crown multiplied on the heads of his 
Saints, — having a name which no one knows 


but 
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but himſelf, and covered with a garment dip- 
ped in blood. Becauſe his religion and word 
deſigned for the extinction of wrath in the 
foul, and for the renewal of fallen nature, 
through diſobedience and impenitence miſſed 
it's end and effect, and left matters much as 
it found them. Obſerve the charatteriſtic 
terms of deſcription, which take in the prin- 
cipal points of the ſeven Churches and the 
Viſions, and give ſanction and ſet ſeal to them 
all —© And his name is called the word of 
God, —that is, he is the word of God, or the 
expreſſion of God, or God expreſſed and ma- 
nifeſt, for God is God only in Chriſt. —* And 
the armies in Heaven followed him upon 
white horſes'—had the white raiment of his 
righteouſneſs. —* And out of his mouth goes 
out a ſharp ſword, —his word revealed as 
before, — that in it he may ſtrike the nations, 
and he ſhall rule them in an iron rod. And 
he treads the wine-preſs of the wine of the 
wrath of God Almighty, —and when Chriſt 
is born in the ſoul, he does this, — and where 

U he 
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he does it not, —in that ſoul there is the 
wrath of God, and the fallen nature in the 
ſeven properties. — And he has upon his rai- 
ment and upon his thigh a name written, — 
obſerve how theſe words confirm and aſſure 
the ſame deſcriptions in the viſions of Anti- 
chriſt, and give authority to them, — King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords.—And I ſaw 
one Angel,,—the firſt, God the Father, in 
whoſe property is wrath and judgment, — 
* ſtanding in the ſun, —in the light, property 
of Chriſt and the Church.—* And he cried 
with a loud voice, —in wrath, as when the 
Jewiſh Law was given,—* ſaying to all the 
birds who were flying between earth and hea- 
ven, — Devils that is,. — Come, flock to the 
great ſupper of the Lord,'—ſee what comes 
of neglefling the true ſupper of the Lamb, 
—* that you may eat the fleſh,'—devour the 
{pirits of men who have lived to the fleſh, 
and affected earthly power, joy, and glory, 
of kings, and the fleſh of captains, and 
the fleſh of mighty men, and the fleſh of 


horſes, — 
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horſes,'—Mahometans,—* and the fleſh of ali 
bond and free, little and great.'—By all which 
is meant, that by the contempt of the Goſpel, 
men periſh in fin, and are loſt in the wrathful 
and wicked workings of fallen nature.—Sce 
Ezekiel, chap. 39,—whence the words are 
taken. 


And I ſaw the beaſt —the deſcription 
begins again from the firſt times of the Goſ- 
pel,—* and the kings of the earth,'—earthly 
powers and worldly men.— And their armies 
collected to wage war with him who fits on 
the horſe, and with his army. And the beaſt 
was preſſed, and with him the falſe Prophet, 
the Papacy in both it's enormities, —“ who 
did wonders in his countenance, —and pro- 
tection, — wherein he deceived thoſe who 
took the mark of the beaſt, and who worſhip- 
ped his image, living, —thereſore no other 
deſtruction of the Roman Empire to be ex- 
pected before the laſt day.— They were caſt 
both of them into the lake of fire burning 


Us with 
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with ſulphur, —without the ſpiritual regene- 
ration in jeſus Chriſt they die unredeemed. 
— And the reſt, — nominal Chriſtians, - mind 
how ei Aazau tallies with of Aoaa in the con- 
cluſion of the ninth chapter, —* periſhed by 
the ſword, —by the neglett of the word,— 
of him who fits on the horſe, and which 
goes out of his mouth. And all the birds, 
—Devils,—* were glutted out of their fleſh,” 
—their ſinful, natural, unredeemed ſpirits. 


And I faw'—it begins again, and we are 
carried to the Paſſion of Chriſt, —© an Angel, 
—Chriſt himſelf, —* deſcending from Heaven, 
having the key of the abyſs, — who could 


break through the death in the ſoul, and re- 


veal himſelf in the ſeven fallen properties.— 
And a great chain in his hand, he could 
bind and keep down the working of death 
in the ſeven fallen properties. —“ And he 
maſtered the Dragon, — the ſeven proper- 
tics of the wrath, the ſeven ſources of the 
diabolical nature, — © the old Serpent, who 
is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a 


thouſand years, —all the Chriſtian times, —He 
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did it himſelf in his Paſſion and Agony, and 
brought his own property, the light and love 
clement into the wrath, and he offers to do 
the ſame in all men.—* And he threw him 
into the abyſs, and ſhut him up,'”—lo that they 
cannot work and conquer the grace.—* And 
he ſhut and ſealed over him, —by his living 
word and power,—* that he might no longer 
deceive the nations,'—that by his grace, the 
nations might defy the works of the Devil, 
and ſerve God in ſpirit and truth, — till the 
thouſand years were ended, from the mif- 
ſion of the Spirit to the laſt day, and in fact 
for ever.— After this'—notwithſtanding or 
in ſpite of this, as Merz abr has been found 
to imply before, — he muſt be let loole,—- 
that is, indefinitely, fin and diſobedience in 
men give the Devil a power, which God 
meant to take from him by the death, paſſion, 
and reſurrection of Chriſt It is not that he 
ought to be let looſe, as 3s would imply, but 
that he is let looſe by ſin in men, in the ſame 
ſenſe as de is uſed, chap. 4, ver. ii.— NM esu, 


a thouſand years, fignifics for ever,. — 7 A 
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ern ſignify the times of the Goſpel, from 
Chriſt's firſt to his ſecond coming at the laſt 
day, and the end of the world.—* For a little 
while, —in compariſon with the ages before 
Chriſt, or with leſs opportunity of miſchief 
than he had before. 


* And I ſaw thrones, —now it begins again, 
and the Saints are remembered, — and judg- 
ment was given to them,”—that is, men, periſh 
by not doing as they did, which is meant in 
the Goſpel by the Diſciples of Chriſt judging 
the twelve tribes of Iſrael.— And the ſouls of 
thoſe who were hatcheted for the witneſs of 
Jeſus, and for the word of God, and who did 
not worſhip the beaſt and his image, —earthly 
power, and it's image in the Church,—* and 
who took not the mark out their forehead 
and hand :—And they lived and reigned with 
Chriſt a thouſand years. — During all the 
times of the Goſpel, the faithful are in Hea- 
ven, 1n the divine element, and live and reign 
with Chriſt now and for ever.—* The reſt 
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of the dead, —who had died in faith before 
the Goſpel times, — lived not did not come 
to their true life or glorified ſtate, — till the 
thouſand years were finiſhed, —till the end 
of the world, and the manifeſtation of Chriſt 
in glory.— This is the firſt reſurrection, — 
the reſurrection from fin, and the power of 
death now in this liſe through the ſpirit.— 
* Bleſſed and holy he who has part in the 
firſt reſurrection! — Upon theſe the ſecond 
death has no power, but'—if they perſevere 
to the end,—* they will be Prieſts of God 
and Chriſt, and will reign with him a thou- 
ſand years, —for ever and ever, the whole 
duration of Chriſt's kingdom, that is, for; 
ever. 


And when the thouſand years finiſh, — 
here it begins again, from the binding of Sa- 
tan at Chriſt's Paſſion, when that is, the Meſ- 
ſiah's times ſet out, and are in way to their 
end, for fo chen is uſed before, moves to it's 


end, chap. 10, ver. vii.— And the myſtery 
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of God is ſiniſhed, - moves to it's end, is in 
the way of accompliſhment, not ſhall be fi- 
niſhed, for which Teaeobycerer 18 uled, axe Te 
Azobuocovreu of Ace 78 bes. — When now the 
Goſpel is preached, and Chriſt's kingdom be- 
gins,—* Satan will be let looſe from his hold,” 
—men, that is, will reje& it, and take no 
benefit from it, whereby the Devil gets power, 
and {in prevails in oppoſition to grace.—* And 
he will go out to lead the nations altray,'— 
from repentance and from obedience, — in 
the four corners of the world, Gog and Ma- 
gog, —that is, he will ſtir up perſecutors every 
where where the Goſpel is preached, Gog and 
Magog being places in the North of Judea, 
whence their perſecutors deſcended, ſtand for 
perſecutors in general every where, and at 
all times ;—mind how the four corners of the 
earth here mentioned, carry us to the ſeventh 
chapter backwards, where perſecution 1s de- 
ſcribed, and the four Angels ſtand on the 
four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds, — See Ezekiel, chap. 39. -- What a 


pretty 
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pretty figure now does Mr. Mede's elaborate 
Eſſay make, called, De Gogo et Magogo Con- 
jectura - To bring them up to battle, 
againſt the ſervants of Chriſt, — whoſe num- 
ber is as the ſand of the ſea,'—perſecutors 
every where innumerable, all which is done. 
—* And they have riſen up againſt the flat 
of the earth,'—they have in all times attacked 
the out-works of the kingdom, the perſons 
and charatters of the faithful, — © and they 
have encircled the curtain of the Saints, and 
the beloved city, - they have injured Chriſt's 
ſervants in their perſons, their reputation, 


their worldly life and ſubſtance, — and fire 


came down from Heaven, and devoured 
them, —they are in the wrath of God unre- 
deemed. And the Devil who deceives them 
was caſt into the lake of fire and ſulphur, 
where is the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet, — 
carthly luſt and depraved ſuperſtition in the 
ſeven properties of fallen nature, the life of 
want and torment.— And they ſhall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and ever.'— 


* The 
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The Hapeugch of the Saints may ſignify myſti- 
cally, all their ſins, levities, and infirmities, 
contrary to the eugα, or the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, and they make theſe matter of re- 
proach and ridicule. 


And I ſaw a great white throne,—now 
comes the laſt day, white to connett with 
the white horſe and white garments, and con- 
firm thoſe relations. And him who ſat on 
it, from whoſe face fled the earth, and the 
heaven, and there was no place found for 
them. — Why? becauſe they were compatted 
out of the wrath, which had loſt the divine 
element, wherein Chriſt dwells, being the 
kingdom of Satan ſet on fire by him, and 
created as it is by the Fiat of God, and there- 
fore they were confounded at the preſence 
of Chriſt — And I ſaw the dead, great and 
ſmall, ſtanding before the throne, and the 
books were opened, —the Law and the Pro- 
phets, Sin and Faith, men were judged ac- 
cording to their repentance of ſin, and appli- 
cations 
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cations for faith.— And another book was 
opened which is of liſe.— The Goſpel, where- 
in is the power of righteouſneſs. —* And the 
dead were judged from the things written in 
the books againſt their works. And the ſea 
gave up her dead, and death and the grave 
gave up their dead, and they were judged 
every one according to their works, —what 
they had made themſelves, that they were.— 
And death and the grave were caſt into the 
lake of fire. This is the ſecond death. And 
if any one is not found written in the book 
of life, — has not obeyed the laws of God, 
— he is caſt into the lake of fire,'—or is 
in it already by impenitence and contempt 
of the word, and if fleſh and blood dropped 
off, it would be revealed in him now. 
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And I ſaw a new Heaven and a new 
Earth. — It all begins again, from the day of 
Pentecoſt to the laſt day, and for ever. The 
kingdom of Heaven, or the Spiritual ſtate 
of the Ele& and Saints deſcribed, as revealed 
in them, and as it will be when the world 
is over,—Shadowed and veiled under the 
image of a city, in condeſcenſion to men's 
carthly and carnal minds, to whom the graces 
of God in their naked ſtate would be diſtaſte- 
ful, and objects of diſguſt. The Heaven, and 
the firſt Earth, and the Sea, repreſent the 
Jewiſh Church, the faith that was in it, and 
the corruptions of it.— And the holy city, 
the new Jeruſalem, I ſaw deſcending from 
Heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her huſband, —to expreſs, in con- 
firmation of our Lord's words in the Goſpel, 
that the faithful ſhould be in readineſs, trim- 

ming 
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ming their lamps, and upon the watch for 


his coming. — And I heard a loud voice out 
of Heaven, ſaying, Behold ! The Tabernacle 
of God with men, and he ſhall reſt with them.” 
— Therefore the city is only a deſcription 
of the divine influence on the ſoul. —* And 
they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf 
ſhall be with them their God, —all words of 
the Prophets. — And he ſhall wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death ſhall 
be no more, nor grief, nor complaint, nor 
trouble, —becauſe the Spirit would alleviate 
theſe.—* For firſt things are gone,'—when the 
Spirit was not given in ſo great meaſure.— 
And he who fat upon the throne ſaid, Be- 
hold! I make all things new, from Iſaiah. 
— And he ſaid to me, write, —Thele are 
words faithful and true. And he faid to me, 
it has been, — the old diſpenſation in the Jew- 
iſh Church, — J am A and Q, the beginning 
and end. To him who thirſts, I will give 
of the fountain of the water of life for no- 


thing. — This confirms ſimilar words in the 
Prophets, 


| 
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Prophets, and his own in St. John's Goſpel. 
— He who overcomes, ſhall inherit theſe 
things, and I will be to him God, —from the 
Prophet, — and he ſhall be my ſon. But to 
cowards and infidels, and the abominate, and 
murtherers, and whoremongers, and jugglers, 
—with his Sacraments, — and idolaters, — 
ſelf-lovers,—* and all lies, —and who do them, 
their portion in the lake burning with fire 
and ſulphur, which is the ſecond death.“ 


And there came one of the ſeven Angels, 
who had the ſeven vials ſull of the ſeven laſt 


plagues, and he ſpoke with me, ſaying, Here 


I will ſhew you, —explain to you, — the 
bride, the wiſe of the Lamb, and he carried 
me in the Spirit, —in a rapt,—* to a mountain 
great and higb, — faith that is. —* And he 
ſhewed me the holy Jeruſalem, deſcending 


from Heaven from God, having the glory of 
God —And her light was like to a ſtone moſt 
precious, as to a Jaſper ſtone, as Chryſtal, 
having a great wall and a high, having twelve 

| gates, 
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gates, and upon the gates twelve Angels, — 
in watch, as at the taking of Troy. 


Hic Juno Sceas ſæviſima portas 


Prima tenet.— 


* And names written, which are of the twelve 
tribes of the ſons of Iſrael. From the Eaſt 
three gates, and from the North three gates, 
and from the South three gates, and from the 
Weſt three gates. — To ſhew that faith in the 
Trinity of God, in all parts of the world where 
the Goſpel goes, gives entrance into Heaven. 
And the wall of the city having twelve foun- 


dations, and on them the name of the twelve 


Apoſtles of the Lamb, — becauſe the Church 


was built on their preaching.—* And he who 


ſpoke to me had a meaſure, a golden reed, — 
from Ezekiel, — to meaſure the city, and the 
gate, and the walls of it. —Penitence figured 
by the reed, takes meaſure and comprehends 
the city.— And the city lies four- ſquare, — 
in the four parts of the world, —* And it's 


length 
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length as it's breadth, —a cube to imply ſtabi- 
lity.— And he meaſured the city with the 
reed 12,000 ſladia.— It contained the num- 
bers of faithful formed by the Goſpel, and the 
twelve Apoſtles.— The length, the breadth, 
and the height are all equal,—equality of 
all men in Chriſt. —© And he meaſured the 
wall of it 144 cubits,,—to include the multi- 
tude of believers, indefinites ſignified by defi- 
nite ſums,—* the meaſure of a man, which 
is of an Angel, — none but holy angelical 
men entered it.— And the building of the 
wall of it was Jaſper, —the pearl of the Goſ- 
pel,—* and the city pure gold, gold refined 
out of the fire, the love-fire mixed with the 
wrath in fallen nature, and the natural ſpirit, 
—*hke pure glaſs, —as when the world is 
diſſolved it will be,—* and the foundations of 
the wall of the city adorned with every pre- 
cious ſtone. The firſt Jaſper, the ſecond 
Sapphire, the third Chalcedony, the fourth 
Emerald, the fifth Sardonyx, the ſixth Sar- 
dines, the ſeventh Chryſolite, the eighth Be- 


ryl, 
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ry], the ninth Topaz, the tenth Chryſopraſus, 
the eleventh Jacinth, the twelfth Amethyſt. '— 
All theſe words contain a myſtical ſenſe, and 
imply qualities of the Elect, and gifts of the 
Spirit. —The Amethyſt, ſobriety, — the Topaz, 
the divine image, — the Chryſopraſus, the giv- 
ing every thing far the myſtical gold, —the 
Jaſper, the ſhield of God,—and ſo of the 
reſt, —obſerve how theſe tally with the names 
of the ſeven Churches. — And the twelve 
gates twelve jewels. Every one of the gates 
was of one jewel, —the pearl of the Goſpel. 
— And the ftreet of the city pure gold, as 
tranſparent Chryſtal,—they walked in union 
with Chriſt.— And I ſaw no Temple in it, 
for the Lord God Almighty is the Temple 
of it, —they are % ub, and the Lamb. 
And the city needs not the fun and moon 
to ſhine in it. For the glory of God enlight- 
ened, and the Lamb was the light of it. And 
the nations ſhall walk in it's light, —or might 
if they would. —* And the kings of the earth 
mall bring their glory into it, —if they knew 

* what 


( ae } 


what it was.— And it's gates ſhall not be 
ſhut in the day-time, —this is the day of fal- 
vation, this life. —* And they ſhall bring the 
glory and honour of the nations into it, —if 
they did, it would not add to it.— And no- 
thing defiled, and who does abomination and 
falſhood can enter into it, nor except who 
are written in the book of life of the Lamb, 
ho obey the word of God in the Scrip- 
tures.— And he ſhewed me a river of water 
of life, bright as Chryſtal, going from the 
throne of God and the Lamb. In the midit 
of the ſtreet and the river on each fide, the 
tree of life, bearing twelve fruits, in every 
month giving it's fruit, - from every Apoſtle, 
whereby is made up the magnus annus, the 
great day of the Lord, the times of the Goſ- 
pel.— And the leaves of the tree of life, — 
the Goſpel,—* for the cure of the nations. 
—And every curſe ſhall be no more. And 
the throne of God and the Lamb ſhall be 
in it. And his ſervants ſhall miniſter to it, 


and they ſhall ſee his face and his name in 
their 
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their foreheads, and night ſhall be there no 
more, and they have no need of candle and 
the light of the ſun, for the Lord God ſhall 
ſhine on them, and they ſhall reign for ever 
and ever.“ 


Gr. XA. 


© And he ſaid to me, theſe are words faith- 
ful and true. And the Lord God of the 
Spirits of the Prophets has ſent his Angel 
to ſhew to his ſervants, what muſt ſoon come 
to paſs —Behold! I come quickly.—Blefſed 
is he who keeps the words of the prophecies 
of this book. And I am John, who hear 
and ſee theſe things. And when I ſaw and 
heard, I fell to worſhip before the feet of 
the Angel who ſhewed me theſe things. And 
he ſays to me,—do not,—I am your fellow- 


ſervant, and of your brethren the Prophets, 
and of thoſe who keep the words of this 
book, —Worſhip God !—And he ſays to me, 

Y 2 do 
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do not ſeal the words of the prophecies of 
this book, for the time is nigh.— Let him who 
is unjuſt, be unjuſt ſtill, and let him who is 
abominable, be abominable ſtill, and let the 
juſt man do juſtice ſtill, and let the holy man 
hallow himſelf ſtill.—Behold! I come quick- 
ly,'—to every man in death,— and my reward- 
is with me, to give to every one as his work 
is. I am A and Q, the firſt and the laſt, the 
beginning and end. Bleſſed are they bo 
do his commandments, that they may have 
power on the tree of life, power to do the 
words of the Goſpel, — and by the gates en- 
ter into the city, - by obedience to them.— 
Without are dogs and jugglers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and 
every one who loves and does falſhood.—I 
Jeſus ſent my meſſenger to witneſs to you 
theſe things for the Churches,' — the one 
Church,—* I am the root and the race ot 
David, the ſhining morning-ſtar. And the 
Spirit and the Bride ſay,'—the Spirit in the 
divine element, which is the Bride,—* and 

who 
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who hears, let him ſay, come] And let who 
thirſts, come, —who wills, let him receive of 
the water of life for nothing.“ 


© I witneſs to every one who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book, —if any 
one adds to them, God will add to him the 
plagues written in this book. And if any 
one takes from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God will take away his part from 
the tree of life, and the holy city written in 
this Dook.—-He who witnefles theſe things,” 
—the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and our Lord in as 
the firſt chapter, as the Omnipreſent God 
adds his teſtimony, ſaying, — Yea! I come, 
—to which the Apoſtle anſwers,—* Amen! 
Come Lord Jeſus !* 


'You are to obſerve, that when the ſcene 
ended, and the Angel ſaid, —* theſe are words 


faithful and true, —Chriſt then reveals him- 
ſelf in the Angel, and repeats the words of 


the Preface, to ſhew who he was,—that he 
had 
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had power over the ſeven properties of na- 


ture, —that wrath was not his property, though 
he appeared as an Angel of wrath, but love, 
—and that repentance of ſin, and prayer for 
grace, were the only guides into the kingdom 
of Heaven. — When the Apoſtle diſcovered 
him, he fell to worſhip him, —our Lord bids 
him not, as when he diſcovered him before, 
at the end of the prophecies, though he al- 
lowed his worſhip when he appeared as one of 
the Elders, but bids him worſhip God, in him 
that is, and through his Spirit to worſhip the 
Father, that he is God, but condeſcends to 


att as Mediator and Miniſter between God 


and Man. 


| The Grace of our Lord Jeſus be with all. 


CONCLUSION. 
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CONCLUS I O N. 


From this ſhort delineation and explica- 
tion given of the book in it's ſeveral chapters, 
it will ſtrike every one on the ſlighteſt peruſal, 
that the book is compoſed with tranſcendent 
art, and that the parts of it are ſo admirably 
adapted and adjuſted together, and the con- 
nexion and dependency of them each upon 
other ſo exact and regular, that it fills the 
meaſures of perfettion, which are deſcribed 
by Ariſtotle for an Epic Poem or Tragedy ; 
the ſcenes and epiſodes whereof ſhould ſo 
hang together, and be ſo faſtened and fineered 
each in the other, as that it would be impoſ- 
ſible to detach them, and take them out as 
links from a chain, but that they muſt be 


miſſed, and the whole be injured and undone 
by 


4 


by the loſs of them. The riſe of t! Anti- 
chriſtian Spirit in the Church is the cauſe of 
the prophecy, of the manifeilation of Chriſt to 
the Apoſtle, and the addreſſes to the Church 
or Churches, all which, after the Greek man- 
ner, may be imagined to prologize, and give 
introduction to the Drama. It then occaſions 
the Temple ſcene, and the recollection and 
rehearſal of the diſpenſation in Chriſt, which 
includes the myſtery of the Book and the 
Seals; when it becomes fit to declare the 
general iſſues of Chriſtianity, both what they 
ought to have been, and what they were in 
fact, and this is done in the ſeveral Seals, 
whence we are prepared to ſee the wrath of 
God kindled and let looſe on the Church, 
and in it, which is proſecuted in the ſeven 
Trumpets. The impenitence of the Church, 
notwithſtanding it's woes at the end of the 
ninth chapter, and the corruptions of Popery 
during ſeven centuries, make way for the 
prophecies of the little Book, which epiſodi- 
cally deſcribe that myſtery of iniquity, which 

| deſcription 
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deſcription too is entirely neceſſary for the 
knowing the Antichriſt, and for the juſtifi- 
cation and diſplay of the judgments which 
follow; till the Papal enormities wake the 
wrath of God, when Popery, which had flou- 
riſhed from the firft riſe of Mahometiſm in 
the ſeventh century, when it was ripe enough 
even then for judgment, commences it's fall 
from the æra of Mahometan greatneſs and 
glory feven centuries after, when the Turks 
took Conſtantinople, and the learned Greeks 
fled into the Weſt, whereby learning revives, 
the Scriptures are ſtudied, the Goſpel aſſerted, 
and the ſeven vials of wrath effect God's judg- 
ments on Rome in the Reformation, and in 
the conſequent and concomitant circumftan- 
ces of it: which declenſion and diſgrace of 
the Papal uſurpation, together with the de- 
nouement and key of the myſtery is carried 
to the tenth verſe of the nineteenth chapter, 
and there ends hen the reflecting mirror 
of the whole; the recapitulation and colla- 
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teral teſtimony begins, and continues to the 
epilogus of our Lord, at the cloſe of the 
book. — Here obſerve in this argument, there 
is ſuch a concatenation, unity, and inlay of 
the incidents, that they cannot be moved or 
withdrawn from the piece without the damage, 
detriment, and deſtruttion of it. It is a per- 
fect Drama. — It may be compared with a 
good degree of reſemblance, to the Hiſtorical 
Plays of Shakſpeare, where the chorus is re- 
tained after the Greek manner, but the time 
is large, lax, and indefinite.——It is the life 
and death of the Antichriſtian Spirit, with 
a chorus of Chriſtians, Ele&, and Saints.— 
There is the riſe of Antichriſt in the ſeven 
Churches, —his progreſs in twice ſeven cen- 
turies,—his acme and point of glory at the 
end of the Turkiſh prophecies, at the cloſe 
of the ninth chapter. His fall threatened in 
the tenth chapter, but deferred till the times 
which precede the laſt day, as mentioned un- 
der the ſeventh Trumpet, —whence there is 

| room 
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room made for his ſecret and interior hiſtory 
and myſtery introduced in the way of epi- 
ſode, which is purſued to the denouement 
and the unravelling of his deſtinies, when the 
wrath of God awakens, and the Goſpel is 
vindicated, and the ſeven plagues and viſi- 
tations fore-run his cataſtrophe. And then 
the triumph of the Saints in the end, and the 
inſulting lamentation over his former for- 
tunes, and his preſent diſtreſs — Theſe are 
very Greek in their manner, and much re- 
ſemble thoſe wailings and lamenting ſtrains, 
which conclude both the CEdipus's of Sopho- 
cles. Again, conſider it as a Tragedy, and 
it is as perfect as the CEdipus Tyrannus, the 
perfection whereof conſiſts in this, that it is 
the unravelling of a plot, which 1s prior and 
anterior to the action. Let us ſuppoſe the 
plot to be already formed in the Antichriſtian 
Spirit, deſcribed in the ſeven Churches, and 
and let the Drama open with the Temple 
ſcene, and now the Seals, the Trumpets, and 
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the Vials unfold the plot :—and though the 


Antichriſt does not die, no more than Adi— 


5 pus, yet he falls into fuch calamity, as makes 


him an object of pity, and juſtifies the Jamen- 
tations pronounced on his downfall.—Again, 
it may be compared with beauty and harmony 
to the Odyſſey of Homer, when the wrath 


having in the Iliad been ſatisfied and fulfilied 


by blood, as in this book by the bloody ſacri- 
fice of Chrift's death, a new ſcene opens, and 


Ulyſſes or the human Spirit ſets out on it's way 


home to it's kingdom, or Jeruſalem, and to 
it's Penelope or bride, as in the book. —The 


ſuitors will well repreſent the falſe Church, or 


the vaſſals of Popery, who under pretence of 
courting the bride, eſtabliſhed themſelves in 
her houſe, eat up her ſubſtance, played the 
king in her dominions, and gave themſelves 
to jollities, feaſtings, and pleaſures, with an 
implacable enmity conceived in their hearts 
againſt the Lord of the houſe and his Son, 
—till they under a providence effect their 


return, 
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return, and accompliſh revenge on the ſuitors 
their enemies. — And in truth, both the Iliad 
and Odyſley appear to me, to be founded 
on a deep and myſtical moral. —For what is 
the Iliad, but the Jewiſh Church in fact, a 
wrath awakened and appeaſed only by blood? 
—And what the Odyſſey, but Chriſtianity, 
and the recovery under a providential grace, 
of a Joſt bride and kingdom ? — The very 
name of Ulyſſes imports as much, O3:; occs, 
the ſafe way.— It is impollible for any man 
to read thoſe poems, if he conſider their anti- 
quity, their original invention, and at the 
ſame time perfection, without a confuſion and 
amazement of ſpirit, and a thought too, that 
there is ſomething in that old verſe, which 
Apollo is made to pronounce upon them. 


Heido pev Eywy, eyczore òô e dig Owypos. 


It 1s farther to be obferved, that there is a 
two-fold teſtimony, a correſpondence, coin- 
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cidence, and collateral confirmation, in all 
parts of the book.—There are the two wit- 
neſſes in our Lord and the Apoſtle, in the 
way of dialogue.—Our Lord opens the book, 
as the Omnipreſent God, before that the 
Apoſtle relates what he ſays, and in the laſt 
chapter, he ſeals his own words of preface, 
and breaks upon the Apoſtle as he is writing. 
here is the Antichriſt repreſented various 
ways, as well as atteſtation given to him, in 
the Epiſtles of St. Paul and St. John. —The 
firſt chapter and the laſt chapter are made 
to tally together, and have their intermediate 
contents approved and authenticated by Chriſt 
himſelf.—Nay, the three laſt chapters explain 
the three firſt.— The ſeventeenth opens and 
confirms the Antichriſtian ſtory, from the 
tenth incluſive.— There is a chain of relation 
and connexion between the ſeven Churches 
and the new [eruſalem, conſiſting in the 
names, which are made to deſcribe them, 
which have all myſtical meanings, and unite 

and 


( wg } 


and harmonize.—The Seals, the Trumpets, 
the Vials are in like manner all made corre- 
lative and conſorted together by the number 
ſeven, as well as by the myſtical effect of that 
number, as comprehending the ſeveral modes 
and diſtinctions of fallen nature, and the wrath 
of God. — There is like proof of totality, 
ſameneſs, and unity in the Woman and the 
Whore, the true Church and the falſe; the 
ſeven Centuries of Antichriſt's ſteps towards 
glory, and the ſeven Centuries of his acme 
and flouriſhing ſtate, which laſt ſeven make 
the outline, rythm, and exterior caſe, caſt, 
and circumference of his interior hiſtory in 
the little Book.—The red Dragon, and the 
red Horſe,—the two white Horles,—the Lion 
in the fifth, and the Lion in the tenth chapter, 
—the Iris in the fourth, and the Iris in the 


tenth, —the ſeven Vials of plague, which is 
only one, the Reformation, and the Cup of 
Abomination in the hands of the Whore,— 
the Book, and the little Book, and the Books 

opened 
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opened at the laſt day, — the true Seals of the 
Spirit, and the falſe Seals of Death, —the dif- 
ferent manifeſtations of God and Chriſt, — 
the great Sign in the twelfth chapter, and 
the great Sign in the fifteenth, —the two Wit- 
neſſes in the eleventh chapter, and the Tem- 
ple of the Witnels in the fifteenth, — the laſt 
Day in the ſixth Seal, the laſt day of the 
Church in the fourth Trumpet, the laſt Day 
in the ſeventh Trumpet, and the laſt Day in 
the twentieth chapter, —the Angel in the Sun, 
chapter the nineteenth, and the Woman co- 
vered with the Sun, chapter the twelfth.— 
the Spiritual Warnings to the ſeven Churches, 
and the Spiritual Warnings: to the whole 
World in the laſt chapter, —the Beaſt with 
ſeven heads and ten horns in the thirteenth, 
and the Beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns 


in the ſeventeenth chapter, and the Songs and 
Triumphs of Elders and Saints.—There 1s 
ſuch an effect, ſuch a reſult of conformity, 
contraſt, contrariety, quadrature, in all theſe 

combi- 
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combinations, ſuch inward, inwrought, and 


intrinſical evidences and proofs of genuine- 
neſs and originality in theſe counterparts and 
paralleliſms, anſwering to each other like the 
two ſides of a ſcene, as are in themſelves 
moſt remarkable for conduct and artifice, and 
at the ſame time fet the authority of the book 
out of all ſphere of exception and queſtion. 
—PBeſides that the whole book is made up 
of the old Scriptures, derives itſelf from them, 
and gives the ſeal to their truth and authority, 
in that there are ſcarce any words in it, but 
what are in the Scriptures, both old and new, 
in expreſſion, ſentiment, metaphor, image, 
type, and figure. And therefore I have been 
{paring in quoting the parellels, and the cor- 
reſpondent paſſages in the old and new Teſta- 
ment, becauſe every ordinary Engliſh Bible, 
which has the Revelations in it, has all the 
marginal references printed with them. With 


reſpect to the language, which bating the dia- 


lea, is very pure and good, every one will 
Aa ſee 
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ſee how much it conſpires with the language, 
wherein the Goſpels are written. — The ſigni— 
ficant and emphatic inſertion and uſe of the 
x and i, will abundantly make good this 
obſervation : as well as 4uzby, and eupely, in 
| Goſpel ſenſe, vas heard with effect, was 
found with effect, to a high degree and 
purpoſe. Tone; for a ſtate and conſtitution 
of being.—o: Am for the generality, the 
vulgar, —and many other expreſſions. I am 
ſenſible, I may fail the book in many parts, 
for want of attention, perhaps of learning, 
yet I am ſenſible too, that I have gone deep 
in tracing the veins of it, and ſet it in ſuch 
light as was never yet given to it.— Like the 
works of great maſters, the more it is exa- 
mined, ſearched, and ſtudied, the more will 
it be honoured and admired. -The beauty 
of it's deſign muſt appear unto every one, 
which contains the perfection of the old Epic 
and Tragic plot, arrangement, and argument. 
— The pregnancy, plenty, and exuberance of 


it's 
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it's matter 1s infinitely ſuperior to any hu- 
manly imagined and invented performance, 
in the Epic and Dramatic way,—ſo as well 
to deſerve that character, which is aſcribed 
to it by it's divine author, and which will 
ſuit alſo with it's principal Hero,— 


in margine libri 


Scriptus, et in tergo needum finitus. 


Juven. Sat. 1. 
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